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As the Author of the following Pages 
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fice of a Mother, however neglected, ; WY 
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PRELIMINARY | 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Tre following pages were written in pro- 
Tecution of my plan for rendering medicine 
more extenſively beneficial to mankind. 
They treat of a diſeaſe which, at once, tends 
to poiſon the ſprings of happineſs, and to 
debaſe the human race. To ſhew men how 
far it is in their own power, by due care and 
attention, to prevent its deſtructive influence, 
is the profeſſed deſign of the enſuing treatiſe. 
How far I have ſucceeded in the execution of 
this deſign muſt be left for others to de- 
termine ; but if theſe hints ſhould in any 
meaſure conduce to put the young and un- 
wary on their guard againſt the direful con- 
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ſequences of this infidious malady, I ſhall 
think my time and attention have been ex- 
tremely well beſtowed. 

Many reaſons have induced me to ſelect 
the Venereal Diſeaſe as the. ſubje& of a ſe- 
parate treatiſe. It is one of thoſe com- 
plaints which, for the patient's peace and 
happineſs, he often finds it neceſſary to con- 
ceal ; and, fortunately for him, this, by due 
care, may generally be effeted. Beſides, 
other diſeaſes are often removed by the 
efforts of nature, or diſappear of their own 
accord; but in the lues venerea, nature can- 
not effect a cure. A good conſtitution is 
doubtleſs in favour of the patient, but no 
conſtitution can conquer the virulence of this 
poiſon. Whoever truſts to that will be diſ- 
appointed. As a ſpecific remedy is diſ- 


covered, its properties ought ſurely to be 


made known to the public, Since the 
powers of the Bark were underſtood by all, 
every one can cure an ague ; yet this diſeaſe 
proves often more obſtinate than a confirmed 
Unfortunately for thoſe who labour under 
The venereal diſeaſe, its treatment has fallen 
ee | into 
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into bad hands. Not only Quacks of all 


deſeriptions undertake to cure it; but every 
idle fellow who does not chuſe to follow 
ſome uſeful employment, ſets up for doctor, 
aſſumes ſome well known name, and adver- 
tiſes an infallible remedy for the venereal diſ- 
eaſe; The apothecary's 'man, or even the 
apothecary's man's man, often paſſes for an 
adept in curing this malady. Nor is it un- 
common, for the fellow who bruſhed the ſur- 
geon's coat, or cleaned his ſhop, to ſtep into 
his maſter's ſhoes, and ſometimes into his 
chariot, by his pretended {kill in curing the 
lues venerea. Theſe noſtrum-mongers not 
only ſell the ſame medicines to all their pa- 


tients, however widely their ſymptoms may 
differ; but, unfortunately for them, the noſ- 


trum often does not contain a ſingle grain of 
what we know to be abſolutely neceſſary for 
their care. g bt I 
The credulity of mankind in regard to me- 
dicine, 1s truly aſtoniſhing. Even thoſe who 
affect to be ſceptical in other matters are the 
eaſy dupes of every pretender to a ſecret me- 
dicine: they will neglect the advice of the 
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moſt ſkilful phyſician, and run after the, 2 
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ignorant quack, becauſe he promiſes them 
a ſudden cure; but alas | this ſudden cure, 
nine times out of ten, turns out to be no cure 


at all, and the diſeaſe is by this means trifled 


with, till it becomes altogether incurable. 


The moſt frequent dupes to quackery are the 
young and unwary. They credit the contentsof 
every puff that is put into their hands as they 
Walk the ſtreets, and ſwallow with eagerneſs 
the drugs it recommends. I would beg leave. 
juſt to hint to ſuch inexperienced youths, 
that the advertiſing quack, is, ten to one, more 
ignorant of medicine than themſelves, that 
his ſole aim is to take their money, and when 
he has got that, he cares no more for the pa- 
tient. I am warranted to ſay this from daily 
obſervation, and am ſorry to add, that too 
many, from woeful experience, know it to be 
true. So great however is the influence of 
quackery over the young mind, that I have 
ſeen one of thoſe unfledged gentlemen, while 
I was writing a preſcription for him, take up 
a newſpaper, and caſting his eye on an adver- 
tiſement, which promiſed to do in a few days 
what I had. told him would require weeks, 
a not months, to complete, put my pre- 


ſcription 
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ſcription in his pocket, and haſte N to the 
performers of quick cures. 

No great ſkill is neceſſary to dry up a chan- 
core, ſo as to make it appear healed in a few 
days. This they call curing the pox ; but, 
if ever the pox exiſted, it cannot be cured in 
this manner. I know of numbers, how- 
ever, who avow this as their common 
practice. Need any one be ſurpriſed to find 
obſtinate ulcers, and carious bones as the con- 
ſequence ? The practitioner, whoſe ſole ob- 


ject is to touch the patient's money, will 


patch him up, and get him off his hands, as 
ſoon as he can, Let all who wiſh to preſerve 

their conſtitution, beware of ſuch cures. 
Some authors would perſuade us that, in 
whatever ſhape the venereal diſeaſe appears, 
it never fails to do great injury to the conſti- 
tution. I grant that, in ſome conſtitutions, . 
this may be true, but am inclined to think, 
that the miſchief done by the venereal diſeaſe, 
is often owing to wrong regimen, and impro- 
per treatment. The proportion of thoſe who 
are able to obtain good advice, and obſerve a 
proper regimen, does not amount to one in a 
hundred. All the reſt muſt put up with 
ſuch 
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ſuch advice as they can obtain, and follow the 
beſt regimen that their circumſtances will per- 
mit. By far the greater part are obliged to 
follow their neceſſary, employments, however 
hurtful they may be, during the whole time 
they are taking medicine. 

It is eaſy to ſay, that every man afflicted 
with the venereal diſeaſe, ought to have re- 
courſe to the beſt advice; but how is he to 
obtain it? The beſt advice is not eaſily pur. 
chaſed. Beſides, men afflicted with the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe are often in ſituations where no 
medical aſſiſtance of any kind can be had. 
Theſe are the men for whom the following 
obſervations were thrown together. They 
are not deſigned to ſuperſede the phyſician, 
but, in ſome meaſure, to ſupply his- place 
where he cannot be had ; and to prevent thoſe 
who are not able to employ him, from becom- 
ing the prey of ignorance and avarice. 

It is a juſt obſervation, that there is a greater 
difference between a good phyſician and a bad 
one, than between a good phy ſician and none. 
When I ſay a bad one, I mean the felt- 
created doctor, who, while he knows no- 
thing undertakes ev fry thing, A man of 

common 
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common underſtaudiagg with the aſſiſtance 
of books, will conduct his own cure better 
than many of thoſe who make a trade of cur- 
ing the lues venerea. Nor is it a matter of 
ſmall importance for a man to know when he 


is properly treated. It is on the ignotance of 


the patient that the Charlatan preſumes, He 
knows there is no danger of detection while 
the patient is taught to dread, even the leaſt 
dip, in medical knowledge. | 
A man ſhould at leaſt have as much in- 
formation about this malady as to know-when 
he has got it. Many have their pockets 
picked, by taking medicines for the diſeaſe, 
who never had it; while others are ſuffered 
to linger under the complaint for years, being 
all the while told that they had it not. I lately 


ſaw a remarkable inſtance of the latter, in a 


young man, who applied to me to know whe» 
ther or nothe had the malady, as his medical 
attendant had told him it was no ſuch thing. 
I never ſaw the lues more ſtrongly marked, 
and adviſed him immediately to begin a courſe 
of mercury, which he did , but not being able 
to obſerve a ſtrict regimen, it was ten months 
before he was well, though his mouth was 
kept ſore during moſt of the time. 


If 
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If men may fall into ſuch hands, it is ſurely 


high time that they were taught, at leaſt, to 
know the ſymptoms of this too common mala- 
dy. To talk of making ll men phyſicians, is the 
extreme of folly. Surely the man who writes 
a catechiſm does not intend to qualify his 
readers for becoming doctors in divinity; yet 
ſuch is the folly of men, or rather the preju- 
dice of the faculty, that whoever attempts to 
throw a little light on the public mind, with 


regard to diſeaſes, is immediately branded 


with the intention of making every man a 
phyſician. Would to God that phy ſicians 
were ſo eaſily made] To be a phyſician is the 
buſineſs of a man's life, and the candid will 
confeſs that, to the laſt, he has till much to 
ban. | 

It is often a difficult matter, in the cure of 
this diſeaſe, to perſuade patients to take mer- 


cury for a ſufficient length of time. The 
' wiſh to bè ſoon well is natural, but it is pro- 
ductive of much miſchief. The victims to 


quick cures are innumerable: yet men will 


run after thoſe who promiſe them, though to 


their own deſtruction. Few days paſs in 
which I do not ſee inſtances of the danger 


. ariſing from imperfect cures of the lues ve- 


nerea; 


my 
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| nerea ; and J have reaſon to believe, that thoſe . 
which are not ſeen, nor regarded, are ſtill 


more numerous. 1 171 


Nor is the difficulty much leſs in bel 


men to take mercury in ſufficient doſes. Mer- 
cury may be taken for any length of time; 
but if it is not adminiſtered in ſuch quanti- 
ties as to produce ſufficient effects on the ſyſ- 


tem, it will not ſubdue the poiſon. This, 


however, is not an eaſy matter to eſtimate. 
The difference of conſtitutions is ſuch, that 
two perſons can hardly be treated exactly in 
the ri way, and our conduct muſt be re. 
gulated chiefly by its effects on the ſyſtem. 
Much has been ſaid in favour of the alter- 


ative mode of adminiſtering mercury; and 


it were greatly to be wiſhed, that it could be 
depended on for completing the cure; but 
with that view I dare not recommend it. 
No doubt it may ſucceed in certain cafes, but 
it is not to be truſted as a general mode of 
treatment. When the conſtitution is too ir- 
ritable to bear even the ſlighteſt degree of ſa- 
livation, the mercury may produce its effects 
taken as an alterative. It may likewiſe be 


proper after a liberal uſe of mercury, when 
it 
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It ĩs deemed neceſſary to keep up. the mercu. 
rial action on the ſyſtem, to adminiſter it 
in this manner. 

It would be eaſy to bring forward a num- 
ber of caſes to prove the danger of truſting to 
the alterative method of cure ; but the fol- 
lowing ſhall ſuffice. 

Some years ago a merchant from North 
| America put himſelf under my care, for, 
what the London phyſician, to whom he firſt 
applied, had treated as a cancer in the noſe. 
I ſuſpected the caſe to be venereal, and, from 
the patient's own account of the matter, there 
remained no doubt of it. Before he left 
America, he had taken mercury for above 
twelve months, and all the while the diſeaſe 
was preying upon the noſe, till it had eat 
away both the a naſe, as they are called, oc- 
caſioned an amazing degree of pain, and ren- 
dered him a ſhocking ſpectacle. 

On looking over his apothecary's bill, I could 
perceive that the gentleman had uſed a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of mercury to have perform- 
ed a cure, provided it had been taken in a 
fourth part of the time. Indeed the event 
en the truth of this obſeryation, I put 

him 


- 
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him on a courſe of mercury and diet drink, 
confined him to the houſe, and in leſs than 
two months his noſe was perfectly healed, 
and continues ſo to this day. The deformity, 


however, for which he has to thank his Ame- 


rican doctor, muſt deſcend with him to the 
grave. | "Rl 
About four months ago one of thoſe un- 
happy females who often contract the lues 
venerea, but are ſeldom thoroughly cured, ap- 
plied to me for a ſore leg. The ſore was a 
little above the ancle, had been long open, 
and ſhewed no diſpoſition to heal. She ſaid 
ſhe believed it was owing to an ill cured pox, 
and added that ſhe had been taking mercury, 
as an alterative, for upwards of twelve 
months, without the ſmalleſt benefit. As I 
was entirely of her way of thinking, I ad- 
viſed her to take the corroſive ſublimate of 
mercury, in ſuch doſes as to keep her mouth 
ſore, for ſeveral weeks, and likewiſe to waſh 
the ſore frequently with the ſolution of ſub« 
limate, as ſtrong as ſhe could eaſily bear it. 
] was agreeably ſurpriſed to ſee. her come 
back within ſix weeks, to return me thanks 
for the cure, with her leg perfectly healed, 
1 | and 
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and in all other reſpects well. I have been 
long in the habit of treating theſe ſores, which 
T took to be venereal, with the ſublimate, and 
have ſeldom been diſappointed in its effects. 

The next caſe that I ſhall mention is, 
that of a gentleman reſident in London, 
who had every opportunity of taking the very 
beſt advice, yet followed the worlt He 
thought he could follow his buſineſs and 
take mercury at the ſame time, with ſafety 
and effect. This he tried for a ſeries of years, 
his noſe all the while ſuffering a gradual di- 
minution. This was imputed to ſome other 
cauſe, till at length, that organ totally diſ- 
appeared. He, when too late, applied to an 
eminent practitioner in that line, who told him 
he had. never taken the medicine properly ; 
put him under a courſe of mercury; confined 
him to the houſe for ſome months, and made 
a complete cure of him. He now enjoys the 
bleſſing of perfect health, if health in ſuch a 
mangled condition can be called a bleſſing, or 
deemed worth the enjoying. 

After a very liberal adminiſtration of mer- 
cury there will often remain ſome marks of 
the diſorder. In this caſe, if the alterative 

method 
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method is purſued, theſe: will diſappear, and 
this mode of treatment will get the credit of 
the cure, while it was wholly owing to the 
mercury previouſly adminiſtered. Whatever 
may happen in ſlight degrees of infection, or 
where the ſyſtem has been previouſly impreg- 2 
nated with mercury, I would not adviſe aß 
one who has got a confirmed pox to truſt his | 
cure ſolely to the alterative mode of admini- 
ſtering mercury; otherwiſe he may have 
cauſe to regret the injuries done to his con- 
ſtitution, when it is too late to repair them.“ 


* The eaſe with which ſome people treat theſe mat- 
ters, where life is concerned, is to me aſtoniſhing. ' A 
young gentleman lately applied to me who was all over 
covered with venereal blotches. He had been treated on 
the alterative plan for a conſiderable time, but without 
. effect. I changed the mode of treatment, and he was 
; cured inabout two months. While under my care he 
| met his old doctor, as he was pleaſed to call him, and 
told him what I was doing. He ſaid I would make his 
mouth ſtink like the devil, ſo that he could not go into 
genteel company. This is delicacy with a vengeance! A 
man, rather than have a ſore mouth for a few weeks, is to 
be eat up with the lues venerea ; yet there are men Who 


ſwallow thele doArines, becauſe they A with their 
own wiſhes. 
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"Many retard their cure, and ſometimes 
even prevent it, by leaving off the mercury as 
ſoon as it affects the mouth, and taking open- 
ing medicines to carry it out of the body. 
In fact the mercury is too apt to run off by 
ſtool, and never has its full effect on the ſyſ- 
tem when carried off too quickly, either by the 
bowels or the mouth. The great art in 
adminiſtering mercury is to regulate the doſe 
in ſuch a manner as to keep the ſyſtem fully 
ſaturated, without forcing it off by any of the 
outlets. This may generally be done by gra- 
dually increaſing the doſe, till the mouth is 
ſore, and then keeping it ſo by ſmaller doſes. 
There is no diſeaſe where the patient is ſo 
much inclined to impoſe on the phyſician as 
in this. He will ſeldom tell the truth, and, 
perhaps never the whole truth; but what is ſtill 
worſe, he ſeldom implicitly follows the doc- 
tor's directions, with regard, either to regi- 
men or medicines. It is indeed to be regret- 
ed that many patients cannot obſerve a pro- 
per regimen; but it is always in their power 
to be honeſt, and not impoſe on the doctor 
by throwing one half of their medicines 


away, while he thinks they have taken 
ü the 
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the whole. This, inſtead" of cheating the 
doctor, is cheating themſelves, and, if they 
are difappointed of a cure, they certainly 
deſerve it. The danger of doing too much 
is not leſs than of doing too little. A 
patient, who wiſhes for a ſpeedy cure, will 
often take a double or treble doſe of the me- 
dicine preſcribed to him. Such a man 
may eſcape, but, by this conduct, he Hover 
fails to endanger his life. 

Some patients think it is the buſineſs of the 
doctor to find out their diſorders, without 
being told any thing about them. They 
treat phyſicians as conjurors, and think 
they need no information. A patient, who 
wiſhes for a cure, cannot be too open and 
explicit with his doctor. He ſhould not only 
impart every circumſtance he knows concern- 
ing his diſeaſe, but follow the doctor's di- 
rections, as far as it lies in his power. 

Few things are more difficult than to aſ- 
certain the time when the patient is complete 
ly cured. It is more a matter of obſervation 
than of calculation. The quantity of mercury 
taken, the time the patient has uſed it, and 


the 
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the preparation he took, muſt all be conſidef- 
ed; but they will not aſcertain the point. 
Even the diſappearing of the ſymptoms is 
fallacious, as they will ſometimes return; 
eſpecially where the patient's: habit leans to 
the ſcrofulous or ſcorbutic. The ſafeſt me- 
thod is always to continue the medicine for 
ſome time after the ſymptoms have diſap- 
_ peared; unleſs in caſes where the mercurial 
action has ceaſed, or the patient's ſtrength is 
exhauſted ; when he muſt be put on a courſe 
of tonic medicines, with nouriſhing diet, and 
allowed the benefit of country air, and ſea- 

bathing, if neceſſary, 
Many abſurd opinions {till prevail concern- 
ing this diſeaſe, which lead to very improper 
practices. Such opinions generally die away 
as the public mind becomes more enlighten- 
ed ; but as that is by no means the caſe, with 
regard to medicine, we ſhall mention a few of 

them, only to ſhew how little foundation 
they have either in reaſon or common-ſenſe. - 
One of the moſt abſurd notions that ever 
Rn the mind .of man-is, that a diſeaſe 
may be cured by communicating it to another, 

Yeti in moſt countries this has been believed, 
and 
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and is at preſent in this, with regard to the ve- 
nereal diſorder. We might as well ſuppoſe 
that one mad-dog, by biting another, would 
receive a Cure ; or, that the wretch expiring 
under the plague, would recover by commu- 
nicating the diſeaſe to thoſe around him. 

It would be difficult to ſay whether an at- 
tempt to obtain a cure by communicating the 
diſeaſe to another, is more wicked or abſurd. 
Certain it is, however, that under this impreſ- 
ſion, innocence is betrayed, and loathſome 
diſeaſes are diſſeminated, without the poſſi- 
bility of any advantage being derived from 
it. On this falſe idea infants are abuſed, and 
the moſt flagitious crimes perpetrated, to re- 
move what will yield only to the proper an- 
tidote ; and, what ſtill tends to aggravate the 
crime, this antidote is known to all, and is ſo 
eaſily purchaſed, that all may obtain it. 

Nor is the idea of retaliation leſs wicked, 
Becauſe a worthleſs woman has communi- 
cated the diſeaſe to a diſſipated man, is he en- 
titled to tranſmit it to as many as he can? 
The perſon who acts on this principle may 
as well alledge that, becauſe he has been rob- 
bed on the highway, he has a right to make 
b repriſals, 
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reprifals, by taking every man's money he 
meets. 'The law would tell him otherwiſe ; 


and it is pity there ſhould not be a law to 
| puniſh the unprincipled libertine, who makes 


it his boaſt that, by way of retaliation, he has 
communicated the diſeaſe to as many women 
as he poſſibly could. 

This conduct ib not only baſe, but criminal, 
The man who knowingly communicates a 
diſeaſe to another, which proves fatal, cannot, 
in my opinion, be confidered in any other 
light than that of a murderer. Nor is the 
crime much leſs where the conſtitution is 
ruined. A perſon had better be killed at once, 
than left to drag out a life of pain and mi- 
ſery, under the influence of a loathſome diſ- 
eaſe. 
The man who ſtops another on the high- 
way, takes a trifle from him, and puts him 
in fear of his life, is hanged ; while the ma- 
rauder on the public health eſcapes with im- 


punity, is looked upon as a man of gallantry, 


and makes ſport of that which proves fatal 
to another. But ſporting with diſeaſe iS 


ſporting with human life, a thing of the moſt 
ſerious nature, though too little regarded ei- 
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ther by thoſe who communicate this malady 
to others, or by mn of thoſe who n ; 
to cure it. 

As regular tracts on this ſubject chad | 
| Thave contented myſelf with throwing toge- 
ther ſome looſe obſervations, chiefly by way 
of caution, without much attention to compo- 
fition or arrangement. Indeed the whole was 
the amuſement of ſome leiſure hours in a 
coffee-houſe, where I thought my time might 
be worſe employed, than in furniſhing. ſuck 
hints to my readers as I have often had cauſe 
to wiſh my patients had been acquainted 
with. Though a flight degree of knowledge 
will not make a man a phyſician, it may 
teach him to know when he has occaſion for 
one; and, what is of no leſs importance, it 
will inform him when he has fallen into bad 
hands: nor will any one queſtion its utility, 
where no regular aſſiſtance of me * can 
be obtained. 

Every attempt at theory hes VE carefully 
avoided, as it is apt to miſlead the weak 
mind, and draw off the attention from facts, 
the knowledge of which is out ſureſt guide 
in the cure of diſeaſes. The ſpeculative 

b 2 pbyſician 
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phyſician may amuſe himſelf with plauſible 
theories, and even believe that he can cure all 
diſeaſes by his favourite ſyſtem ; but, when. 
he comes to real practice, he will find that his 
art can only be learned at the patient's bed- 
fide. The knowledge of diſeaſes is acquired, 
like that of men, by obſervation. Reading, 
no doubt, has its uſe, but it will never make 
a phyſician, any more than it will an expert 
mechanic, or a complete ſeaman. I would ra- 
ther truſt myſelf in the hands of an expe- 
rienced nurſe, than of a theoretical phyſician. 
I have known more inſtances than one of a 
phyſician falling a ſacrifice to his own theory. 
Although my motive in publiſhing the fol- 
lowing Tract is to leſſen the ſum of human 
evils ; yet I lay my account with all the ob- 
loquy and abuſe that the faculty, and their 
emiſſaries, can beſtow on me. I have expe- 
rienced a liberal ſhare of it already, and this 
attempt is not likely to leſſen their malice, or 
conciliate their eſteem. It is a real misfor- 
tune to an author, to anticipate the age in 
which he lives. All who cannot, or who 
dare not, think for themſelves, are ſure to be 
his enemies : while the ſordid part, who 
| think 
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think their trade in danger, allow him no 
quarter. Little do theſe malevolent ſpirits 
know, that their conduct is the direct way to 
eſtabliſh what they wiſh to ſuppreſs. Uſeful 
works will force their way in ſpite of all op- 
poſition, and are often aided by it. 

The man who attempts any thing out of the 


common road, has not only the ignorant and 
intereſted to contend with, but has all the 


prejudices of paſt ages to overcame. Men 
are tenacious of eſtabliſhed opinions,” and 
quit with reluctance the paths in which they 
have been accuſtomed to tread. The moſt 
abſurd cuſtoms gain a ſanction from time, 
and it is deemed a kind of facrilege to attempt 
to overturn them. In this predicament ſtands 
medicine at preſent; and the author, who 
endeavours to free it from trammels, and ex- 
tend its utility, is ſure to create an. hoſt of 
In other branches of ſcience men confider 
themſelves as entitled to have an opinion. 
But whoever has dared to think for himſelf, 
in matters relating to health, and was not of 
the faculty, has been looked upon as an in- 
truder, and held up to ridicule, Even in di- 

4 | vinity, 
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vinity ſome excellent books have been writ- 
ten by laymen ; but phyſic is ſtill engroſſed 
by the faculty, and has ſucceeded accordingly, 
While the ſcience is confined to a ſet of men 
who live by it as a trade, it never will be on 
a liberal footing. The little arts uſed to diſ- 
guife and conceal it, only render it ſufpici- 
bus, and, inſtead of gaining reſpect to its pro- 
feſſors, ſerve to hold them up to contempt. 
While phyſicians affect myſtery, they are fair 
game for men of wit, and their art will con- 
tinue to be the ſtanding butt of ridicule and 
þurleſque. 

To bring medicine out of the ſchools, to 
lay open its hidden treaſures, and to teach men 
how to make a proper uſe of them, have been 
reſerved for the preſent age. Something in- 
deed has been done, but much ſtill remains 
undone, and, in all probability, many years 

will elapſe before mankind in general become 
acquainted with the extenſive utility of the 
medical art. Legiſlators have not availed 
themſelves- of its uſe, becauſe they did not 
know it ; and thoſe who ſhould have taught 
them n taken owe the key | of knows 
+; edge, 
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Jedge*, Profeſſional men have been afraid to 
deviate from the paths of their predeceſſors, 
leſt they ſhould draw cenſure upon them- 
ſelves, and mcur the hatred and reſentment _ 
their cotemporaries. . | 

Thoſe who have attempted to extend PR 
benefits of medicine to mankind, have been 
few in number, and ill requited for their la- 
bour. This, however, ſhall not diſcourage 
me from endeavouring to render medicine 
more extenſively uſeful. While J entertain 
a full perſuaſion, that men may derive. many 
and ſolid benefits from a more general ac- 
quaintance with medicine, I ſhall never ceaſe 
to give-them all the information in my power, 
both with regard to the prevention and cure 
of diſeaſes. I know the conſequence will be 
freſh torrents of abuſe from the faculty; but L 
am prepared for the worſt they' can do. While 
the reſt of mankind are on my fide, I can 
laugh at the malice, and —_ the. reſent- 
ment of the faculty. 

Aſter the death of my worthy friend and 
ee the late Dr. John Gregory of 


* A code of laws for the preſervation of health, pro- 
perly digeſted, and duly executed, would be of more ule 
to mankind than all the efforts of the faculty. 
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fi Edinburgh, I' conſidered | myſelf, Dr. Tiſſot 
iff excepted, as the ſole labourer in this vine- 
1 yard. Dr. Gregory often told me that he and 
I entertained the ſame ſentiments with regard 
to the emancipation of medicine, and that we 
ought to ſtand by and ſupport one another. 
But alas he fell] to the loſs of medicine and 
of mankind, and I was left to combat the 
Whole phalanx of phyſic. This was my opini- 
on till a late publication undeceived me, and 
proved that liberality of ſentiment, even in 
. phyfic, is not confined: to any particular ſpot 
of the Globe. 
That my old Schaol-fellow Dr. Ruſh. of 
Philadelphia has' the ſame liberal ſentiments 
1 concerning medicine as I entertain, is evident 
i! from his late publication on the epidemical 
10 5 fever which committed ſuch ravages in that 
| city. In this treatiſe, the doctor not only 
I h ſhews his liberality of thinking in medical 
 - matters, but alſo his benevolent wiſhes for 
nl the whole human race. In proof of this I 
ſhall take the liberty of making a few ex- 
tracts from a work intitled “ An Account of 
the bilious remitting Yellow Fever, as it ap- 
peared in the City of Philadelphia, in the 
Year 1793» by BENJAMIN Rusn, M. D. 
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The hiſtory of the yellow fever in the 
Weſt-Indies proves the advantage of truſting 
patients to their own judgement. Dr. Lind 
has remarked that a greater number of ſailors, 
who had no phy ſicians, recovered from the fe- 
ver, than of thoſe who had the beſt medical 
aſſiſtance. The freſh air of the deck of a ſhip, 
a purge of ſalt water, and the free uſe of cold 
water, probably triumphed over the juleps of 
the phyſicians. 
By . committing the care of this and 
other peſtilential diſeaſes to the people, all 
theſe circumſtances which prevented the uni- 
verſal ſucceſs of purging and bleeding in our 
late epidemic, will have no operation. The 
fever will be mild in moſt caſes, for all will 
prepare themſelves to receive it by a vegetable 
diet, and by moderate evacuations. The re- 
medies will be uſed the moment the diſeaſe is 
felt, or even ſeen, and the contag ion genera- 
ted by it, will be feeble, and propagated 
only to a ſmall diſtance from ſuch patients. 
There will then be no diſputes among the 
Phyſicians, about the nature of the diſeaſe, 
to diſtract the public mind, as they will ſel- 
dom be conſulted in it. 


a They | 
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a They have narrow conceptions, not only 
of the divine goodneſs, but of the gradual 


progreſs of knowledge, who ſuppoſe that 
all peſtilential diſeaſes, ſhall not, like the 


ſmall pox, ſooner or later, ceaſe to be the 
ſcourge and terror of mankind. 
For a long while air, water, and even 


the light of the ſun, were dealt out by phy- 


ſicians to their patients with a ſparing hand. 
They poſſeſſed for ſeveral centuries ho ſame 


monopoly over many artificial remedies. But 
a new order of things is riſing in medicine, 
as well as in government. Air, water, and 
light, are taken without the advice of a phy- 
fician, and Bark and Laudanum are now 
preſcribed eyery where by nurſes and miſ- 
treſſes of families, with ſafety and advantage. 

Human reaſon cannot be ſtationary on theſe 
ſubjects. The time muſt, and will come, 
when, in addition to the above remedies, 
the general uſe of Calomel, Jalap, and the 
lancet, ſhall be conſidered among the moſt 
eſſential articles of the be. and e 
of men. 

Alt is no more neceſſary that a bent 
ſhould be ignorant of the medicine he takes 
re be cured by it, than that the buſineſs of 

_ government 
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government ſhould be conducted with ſeerecy 
in order to inſure obedience to juſt laws. 
Much leſs is it neceffary that the means of 
life ſhould be preſeribed in a dead language, 
or dictated with the ſolemn pomp of a Ne- 
cromancer. The effects of impoſture in 
every thing are like the artificial health pro- 
duced by the uſe of ardent ſpirits. Its vigor 
is temporary, and is always followed by 
miſery and death. 

There are many things which are no 
familiar to women and children, which were 
known a century ago only to a few men who 
lived in cloſets, and were diſtinguiſned 'vy 
the name of Philoſophers. 

© We teach a hundred things in our ſchools 
leſs uſeful, and many things more difficult, 
than the knowledge that would be neceſſary 
to cure a yellow fever or the plague. 

© would as ſoon believe that Ratifia was 
intended by the author of nature, to be the 
only drink of man, inſtead of, water, as bes 
lieve that the knowledge of what relates to 
the health and lives of a whole city, or na- 
tion, ſhould be confined to one, and that a 
ſmall or priviledged order of men. But 
what have phyſicians? What have univer- 
7 ſities 
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. ities or medical ſocieties done, after the la- 
bours and ſtudies of many centuries towards 
leſſening the mortality of peſtilential fevers? 
They. have either copied or contradicted each 
other in all their publications. Plagues and 
malignant fevers. are ſtill leagued with war 
and famine in their ravages upon human life, 
* Botallus in France, and Sydenham in 
England, it is true, long ago uſed the proper 
remedies for thoſe diſorders with univerſal 
ſucceſs, but they were unable to introduce 
them into general practice. The reafon is 
obvious. They recommended them in their 
writings only to phyſicians. At the expence 
of an immenſe load of obloquy, I have ad- 
drefled my publications to the people. The 
appeal, though hazardous, in the preſent 
ſtate of general knowledge in medicine, has 
ſucceeded. The citizens of Philadelphia are 
delivered from their fears of copious evacua- 
tions, of cold air, and cold water, and above 
all of a fore mouth from mercury, in the 
cure of the. yellow fever, and the pride and 
formalities of medicine, as far as they relate 
to this diſeaſe, are now as completely diſcard- 
ed, in our city, as the deceptions of witch- 
- craft were, above a century ago. 
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What Dr. Ruſh thinks a bold meaſure, at 
this time, I undertook above thirty years ago, 
and have ever ſince been the butt of medical 
malice. The period is not yet arrived when 
medical publications may be addreſſed to the 
people with impunity. The ſame ſpirit of 
perſecution has been excited againſt Dr. Ruſh 
beyond the Atlantic ocean, which I have ex- 
perienced on this fide of it. In all probability: 
ſome ages will elapſe before phyſicians can 
be convinced that their art will never be truly 
honourable, nor extenſively uſeful, till its 
doctrines are laid open, and candidly ſubmit- 
ted to the examination of all men. While 
diſguiſe of any kind is practiſed, quackery 
will prevail, and medicine will be litile bet- 
ter than a piece of mummery. 

There is not a greater miſtake than to ſup- 
poſe that diffuſing medical knowledge en- 
courages quackery. Quackery is founded 
on ignorance. The man who writes a me- 
dical preſcription, couched in myſtical cha- 
racters and in an unknown tongue, counte- 
nances quackery, the very exiſtence of which 
depends on diſguiſe. If the faculty wiſhto ſup- 

preſs theſe peſts of ſociety, the advertiſing 
quacks, they muſt lay aſide all manner of diſ- 

guiſe 
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guiſe, and act like honeſt men. While quacks, 
and ignorant retainers to phyſic, engroſs the 
largeſt ſhare of the practice, medicine will not 
be a bleſſing to mankind. But this will always 
be the caſe till men become ſo enlightened, in 
medicine, as to be able to diſtinguiſh between 
the real phyſician and the mere pretender. 
As my former publication has been garbled 
and ſerved up in a variety of forms, I make 
no doubt but this will ſhare the ſame fate. It 
is my duty therefore to inform the public 
that no medical book, bearing my name, ex- 
cept this, and the domeſtic medicine, print- 
ed by Mr. Strahan of London, is genuine. 
This caution is the more neceſſary, as the ſize, 
type, paper, title, and matter of my book 
have been ſo cloſely imitated, that whole 
ſpurious editions have been ſold. 
Men have been emboldened to commit 
theſe frauds, from a perſuaſion that I was 
dead. A report to this purpoſe was circu- 
lated, by the faculty, ſoon after the publica- 
tion of my book; no doubt with a view to 


# 


hurt my practice. It had a tendency how- 


ever to promote the ſale of the book“, and 


L * The works of dead authors are generally more 


eſtcemed than thoſe of the living. 
my, | has 
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has been to me a perpetual ſource of amuſe- 
ment. I have ſeldom gone into mixed com- 
pany without hearing many things which 
never could have reached the ears of an au- 
thor ſuppoſed to be alive. This will enable 
me to tell the faculty many things they little 
think I know; and, by-and-by, I ſhall ten- 
der them ſome whoſeſome ADVICE, with- 
out a fee. At preſent Iſhall content myſelf 
with giving them one hint, which is, to ad- 
here a little more cloſely to truth. The miſ- 
repreſentations which have been circulated 
concerning the Domeſtic Medicine, and its 
author, would fill a folio volume; and, what 
to ſome will appear ſurpriſing, it conſiſts with 
his knowledge, that, by theſe miſrepreſenta- 
tions, even Royal Ears have been abuſed. 


I am ſorry to obſerve, . that of all thoſe 


who have attempted to imitate my book, no 
one has been ſo fortunate as to improve upon 
it. This, however, I conſider as very practi- 
cable. It was a juvenile performance, and is, 


in many things, defective. Theſe defects I 


have, from time to time, endeavoured to ſup- 
ply, as the frequent editions afforded me op- 
Portunities. But, as the book is now become 


too 
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too bulky to admit of any farther additions, 
they muſt appear in a ſeparate volume“. 

As medical treaſures of immenſe value till 
lie concealed from the public eye, it is my 
ſupreme wiſh to bring them to light, for the 
benefit of my fellow men. Should I live to 
accompliſh this important purpoſe, I hope it 
will be thought that I have not lived altoge- 


ther in vain. If mankind is benefitted, my 
end is anſwered. The faculty may then vent 


their ſpleen in what manner they pleaſe. 


Their cenſure will always conſtitute my high- 


eſt praiſe. 


I intend, as ſoon as leiſure will permit, to publiſh a 
ſecond volume of the Domeſtic Medicine, by way of Ap- 
pendix. This, beſide many new articles, will contain the 
practical obſervations of above thirty years, which have 
elapſed ſince the firſt part was written. When that is 
completed, I hope it will render the work not altogether 
unworthy of the favourable reception with 3 it has 
ew honoured by the public. 
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"HE: anti diſeaſe has 45 8 he 
years proved the-{courge of Burope. 
oY 2 
part of the globe, are queſtions of very 
little importance. To check its progreſs 
* and prevent the ravages it makes 
on the human ſpecies, are objects af the 
biet conſideration.” Theſe” ravages ade 
more extenſive than is generally imagined. 
Though few die under the 3 
leſs confiltutfony* are wendy ruined, 
even before the patient is aware of hie 
danger, or the proper _— Aves w_ 
taken to prevent it. 4 
Nor do thele ſufferings affect the guilty  - 
alotie; the innocent are often involved | 
in them: Even the infant unborn is pus . 
| niſhed for the vices $f its parents, - hf 
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itſelf; fis a ſufferer. Inſtead of a robulk | 


and healthy race, men become weak and 
puny; are eaten up with the ſcrophula and 
ether diſeaſes, till at length, become un- 
fit for ſuſtaining the common functions 
of life, . ne off the as of the 
earth. 

It has 3 ny opinion FO much- 
of the miſchief oceaſioned by the vene- 
real diſeaſe might be prevented ; and that 


whoever effects this purpoſe will be one 


of the greateſt benefactors to ſociety. 


This important purpoſe can only be ef- 


fected by teaching men how to avoid the 
malady; and, when they have been ſo 
_ unfortunate as to catch the infection, to 
point out the means by which its bad con- 
ſequences may generally be obviated.. 
And here I will venture to fay, that if 
men were taught to do what is in their 
own power, and had reſolution to put it 


in practice, there would ſeldom be occa- 


fion for the phyſician, and little reaſon to 
dread the ESO. * che nen 
infeQtion.. 8 a 


| While 
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While men are kept in the dark, and 
told that they are not to uſe their own 
underſtanding, in matters that concern 

their health, they will be the dupes of 
deſigning knaves; and a diſeaſe, the maſt 
tractable in its nature, and almoſt the goly 
one for which we poſſeſs a ſperiſic reme- 
dy, will be ſuffered to commit its ravages 
on the human, race, and do empitter the 
moſt delicious draught that Heaven 
Fm | 
In the firſt edition gf my Domeſtic Me- 
dicine the venereal diſeaſe us not in- 


Stad. The di sb tions, > - © 


induced me to leave it out were of: a de- 
| ligate nature. Though time and./ expe- 
rience hays long convinced me that they 
were groundleſs; yet there are not a few 
who. have expreſſed a wiſh to ſee this 
iſeaſe treated of at more length, and in 
a ſeparate volume. With this wiſh I am 
inclined, on many accounts, to comply. 
Several circumſtances attending this diſ- 
order, which do not apply to any other, 
e it highly neceſſary that every one 
B 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be acquainted both with its fymp- 


| tors and method of cure. 

The venereal difeaſe ariſes from the 

= gane en of the ſtrongeſt paſſion which 
Nature has implanted in the human breaſt; 


a paſſion which has often acquired its full 
ſtrength before reaſon has aſſumed her 
throne, and which not unfrequently ſets 


| Keaſon, even in the full plenitude of her 
power, at defiance. 


Nature never in- 
tended that the propagation of the ſpecies 
r be left to the cool dictates of reaſon. 

Though the power of this paſſion is 
acknowledged by all, yet, in moſt toun- 
tries, a degree of turpitude, unleſs under 


certain circumſtances,” is annexed to its 


gratification. This lays the foundation 


of 'concealment, which too often, both in 
a moral and medical view, produces tragi- 


cal eonſeqdences. Shame, fear, or falſe 


modeſty, have ifiduced many a young 
man to conceal his ſituation, till the dif- 
Eaſe has become incurable; which, if taken 
in the firſt ſtage, would not have occa- 
ſioned the ſmalleſt degree of danger, or 
Ta the leaſt i mrs to his conſtitution. 
2 What 
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proſpects and enjoyments of life, by the 


Folly of one unguarded moment, and by a 
diſeaſe which 48 not, in its own- nature, fa- 
tal; and which never proves ſo, unleſs 
from neglect or improper treatment! Yet 


theſe diſtreſſing ſcenes occur every day, 


while the afflicted parents often remain 
in ignorance with regard to the real cauſe 


of their, mis fortune. 

When the unhappy ſufferer bs. this 
diſcaſe perceives his ſituation, the ſame i in- 
<lination to conceal it, too often induces 


him to apply to thoſe peſts of ſociety, 


the advertiſing quacks, who, while they 


promiſe a ſudden and ſecret cure, gene- 


rally diſappoint him. Every man con- 
verſant in the cure of this diſeaſe will 


readily own, that the moſt deplorable 


caſes he meets with are thoſe which have 
been under the care of quacks; till the 
patient, convinced of their i andes, had 
recourſe to proper advice. | 


A "hs 7 


| What pity that a young man, the hopes 
of bis country, and the darling of his 
parents, ſhould: be ſaatched from all the e 


- 
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The quack not only holds out the lures 
- of expedition and (concealment; but of 
cheäpneſs. To ſome patients this is a 
matter of great importance: In this ex- 
pectation, however, they are fare to be 
<diſappointed:” When the quack finds 
thirthe patient's pocket will hold out no 
lohgetyhe generally diſmiſſes him; telling 
him he is cured; or leaving him to find a 
temedy where he can.” No doubt the 
moſt ignorant pretender may ſometimes 
ſucceed; but as untoward circumſtances 
will frequently occur, it is fafer to be in 
the hands of one who knows how to 
treat them, than of him who practiſes at 
none; and treats every caſe alike. 

We daily. fee a pill, a powder, or a drop 
ee to cure the venereal diſeaſe. 
It would be equally proper to advertiſe a 
pill or drop to cure all diſeaſes. The dif- 
ferent ſymptoms of the venereal diforder 

require as different a method of treatment 
as any two diſeaſes Whatever. Indeed, 
properly ſpeaking, it is two diſeaſe; ot, 
2 teat, —_—_ Under ties ſuch dflerent 
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Forms, asto requirea totally different mode 
of treatment. Whoever advertifes any 
one noſtrum for the cure of this diſeaſe, 
_ evidently knows nothing about it: The 
different forms under which it appears, : 
not only require diffetent medicines, but 
even the ſymptoms, at different periods of 
the ſame Tpecies, differ widely from one 
another, and are not to be treated in the 
ſame manner. 

The whole art of medicine conſiſts in 

diſcrimination. Any man may know 
drugs, but few know how to apply them. 
When a man tells ns that mercury will 
cure the venereal diſeaſe, he informs us of 


nothing, unleſs he points out the Tymp- 


toms in which mercury is proper, and alſo 
che manner in which it ought to be ad- 
miniſtered. Mercury adminiſtered at an- 
dom, Which I fear is too often the caſe, 4 
muſt do more miſchief than good. 9 

One great misfortune attending thoſe 
wh urs afflicted with this alably 3 is the 


_ neceſſity of diſguiſe. In many ſitüations 


of life a man may be ruined by its being 
baun chat he laboured under the vene- 


34 real 
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bi real diſcaſe. The peace of many a fa- 
it mily has been broken by the miſtake of 
an unguarded moment, when all the in- 
jury might have been repaired, and the 
F | matter kept an abſolute ſecret, had the 
lf unfortunate perſon known how eaſy a 
Wi. thing it is te remove this malady on its 
1 firſt appearance. Were any apology ne- 
1 |  ceſlary for extending the knowledge of 
tis diſeaſe, the above would be mare 
14 than ſufficient. | 
| In all diſeaſes it is of; eee as 
ſoon as poſlible, to know the nature and 
tendency of the complaint; But in 
none more ſo than in the venereal. This 
dreadful malady, which, in its advanced 
ſtages, commits ſuch ravages on the hu- 
man ſyſtem, as to deſtroy even its moſt 
ſolid parts, may be diſarmed of all its vi- 
rulence by ſome gentle applications on its 
firſt appearance. To negligence, or to tri- 
fling with the firſt ſymptoms, we owe 
all the miſchief 00g from the venereal 
diſeaſe. | 
Other diſeaſes ie N men una- 
Hh mw} but this is ſeldom the caſe with 
GET, | the 


f 
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the venereal diſeaſe. It is generally the. 
effect of an overt act, of which the pa- 
tient muſt have beem conſcious; aud has 
conſequently reaſon. to expect it. Thus 
warned, he is prepared to meet the diſor- : 
der in its moſt early ſhape, and to uſe 
ſuch means for preventing its further pro- 
greſs, as will be pointed out in the ſequel. 
A truly diftreſsful ſituation frequently 


occurs, which makes an acquaintance with : | 5 


the early ſymptoms of this diſorder ne- 
ceſſary. It may be communicated in a 
variety of ways, and is often caught by 
nurſes, and by married women, whole 
huſbands lead diſſolute lives, but Wh 
either want honeſty or reſolution to warn 
them of their danger, The deplorable 
ſituation to which ſuch innocent perſang 
are often reduced, before they are ap- 
priſed of their danger, makes ſuch com- 
munications as this highly neceſlary. ; 
Though in | nineteen qut of twenty 
caſes, where this diſeaſe occurs, the pa- 
tient may be his own phyſician; yet, from 
; a of oa nes. or ſome un- 
2 | known 


known . ſymptoms of an untoward 
kind will ſometimes appear, which may 
render it neceſſary to take advice, Theſe 
ſituations will be marked, and I would 
 advile the patient always to apply to a 
man of character and fkill in his profeſ- 
Gon, but never truſt himſelf in the hands 
of à quack. It will be ſaid, why not ap- 
ply to a man of {kill from the beginning? 
When this is in the patient's power, it 
ought to be done; but in many ſituations 
men of ſkill are not to be found, and 
where they are, it is not always in the 
patient's power to obtain their aſſiſtance. 
It is chiefly for men ſo ſituated that the 
following pages are compoſed. They are 
not intended to ſuperſede the phyſician, 
but to how the patient what is in his 
own” power in ſituations where better 
aſſiſtance cannot be obtained. | 
It is acknowledged on all hands that 
the venereal diſeaſe is leſs fatal than it 
was formerly. This does not ſeem to 
ariſe from any change in the nature of 
n diforder. Caſes every day occur, 
| - | where 
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where it diſpl ays all the virulence it ever 
poſſeſſed, and the miſerable victims to its 

rage die in a condition too horrid to be 
named. Thank Heaven, however, theſe 
are few; and, if proper attention wert 
paid to the firſt ſymptoms of the diſeaſe; 
they would be ſtill leſs numerous: Iu- 
deed I am inclined to think they would 
hardly exiſt. During a long practice I have 
not known one patient die where due at- 
tention had been paid to the diſorder _ 
its commencement. '- 
There is no diſeaſe which exhibits Cake. 
5 proofs of the advantages of dif- 
fuſing medical knowledge as this. When 
men were totally ignorant with regard to 
the nature and ſymptoms of this diſeaſe, 
FR they conſidered it as a plague, and gave 
| themſelves up for loſt whenever they were 
afflicted with it: Their friends and rela- 
tions abandoned them, and they were not 
only denied all medical aſſiſtance, but 
often left to periſh for want of the necel- 
aries of life, 
It was held in ſuch Alfie that whble 
e where it was Sage to be here- 


_ | 
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Sinry, were deſpiſed, and all connexions 
with them avoided. Iadividuals were 
not allowed to come into company, nor 
would any one cat, drink, or ſleep with 


them. Peqple were even afraid to live 


under the ſame roof with the patient, leſt 
they ſhould catch the infection. Nor was 
this all; a degree of moral turpitude was 
annexed to this malady, which rendered 
the unhappy lukierer: an ws of e 
abhorrence. * 4s 

While ſuch opinions Win es concern- 
ing this diſeaſe, the conſequences may be 
eaſily inferred. The unhappy patient 
would conceal his ſituation with all poſ- 
ſible care, and would ſuffer every thing 
rather than become an object of diſgrace 
and ridicule. I have actually heard peo- 
ple ſay, that rather than it ſhould be 


known they had this malady they would 


loſe their lives. While ſuch ſentiments 
as theſe prevailed, it is no wonder 
the diſeaſe ſhould often have proved 

mortal, . | 
In a "WS or zbeummiſn, even * n 
 oxcalioned. by the patient's impru- 
dence, 
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| Adios he is eſteemed an object of com- 
paſſion, and meets with general commi- 
ſeration: While the unhappy ſufferer un- 
der the venereal diſeaſe is ſeldom pitied; 
nay, ſome are even ſo cruel as to think he 
ſhould be ſuffered to periſh without aſſiſt- 
ance. Widely different is the language 
of humanity, which bids us do all we can 
to relieve our fellow-creatures'1n OY 
from whatever cauſe it may ariſe. 
People now, who are able to pay fol 
1 generally apply for aſſiſtance on the 
firſt appearance of the diſeaſe, and ſeldom 
allow it to proceed till it becomes incura- 
ble. Unhappily, however, this deſcrip-- 
tion of people is not numerous. For 
one that is able to obtain proper advice, 
ten have either no advice at all, or, what 
is worſe than none, bad advice. What 
was formerly called the gentleman's diſ- 


Wy eaſe'is now equally Common among the 


loweſt ranks of ſociety. It is here the 
poiſon een fear, will never be 
eradicated. Though gentlemen ſeldom 
We diſeaſe to remain uncured-; yet, 
when 
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when the infection has been caught, per- 
haps in its moſt virulent form; by an arti- 
cer, a common ſervant, or a day labourer, 
it is more than an equal chance againſt 
his ever obtaining a radical cure. 50 
There is one claſs of ſociety among whom 
| ' this diſeaſe may be ſaid to have its ſtrong 
TJ - - Hold: I mean that deſcription of females 
commonly called women of ihe town. 
However theſe unhappy perſens were 
brought into this ſituation, they are cer- 
1 tainly entitled to our pity, eſpecially when, 
cs all their other misfortunes, this loath- 
| — ſome and cruel diſeaſe is adde. 
Very few of this claſs of patients exer 
get thoroughly well. They generally ap- 5 
ply to the moſt ignorant - retainers to the 
| medical art, and even to theſe they never 
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j do juſtice. They ſeldom take the medi- 
i} eines preſcribed to them, and, when they 
it do, they are unable to obſerve a proper 


regimen. Their neceſſities oblige them 
to go out in all weathers, and their diſſo- 
lute mode of living is ſuch as to counteract 
the operation even of the beſt-laid plan 


for 


for effecting their cure, 2 to deſeat Pn, 
endeavours of the ableſt phyſician. * 
Though unable to pay fot advice, they 
have much in their own power, both with 
reſpect to the prevention and cure of the 
diſorder. By a thorough attention to 
cleanlineſs they may often avoid the in- 
fection; and, by obſerving the directions 
contained in the following pages, they 
will be able to prevent the diſeaſe from 
2 ſa far as to endanger the conſtitu- 
It is not very material whether a 


ſeals i is eradicated, or rendered ſo mild 


as not to endanger life or injure the health. 
It is my fixed opinion that thoſe two. 
| ſcourges of mankind, the great and the 

fmall pox, might both be diſarmed of 
their malignity, ſo far as to be.no.longer 
the dread and terror of the human race, 
If this is in the power of medicine, who 
will dare to ſay that the art is not of the 
| greateſt importance to ſoeietʒ ? 

In a former work I have endeavoured 


dered almoſt harmleſs by inoculation; 
| and, 


to ſhow that the ſmall pox may be ren- 
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and; i in the following pages, l ſhall attempt 
'to prove that the venereal diſeaſe may be 
difarmed of all its ſting, by a due atten- 
tion to its firſt ſymptoms. When 1 have 
done fo, I ſhall allow the Faculty to cen- 
fure my conduct as much as they pleaſe, 


and ſhall truſt to thoſe who reap the be- 


nefit bf my writings to vindicate their 
author. | 

If the venereal diſeaſe has becothe 
milder than it formerly was, this change 
is not owing to the {kill of the Faculty, 
but to the general knowledge diffuſed 
among mankind, concerning this, as well 
as other diſeaſes. Though almoſt aſhamed 
to own it, I am old enough to remember 
a method of treating this diſeaſe. taught 
in the univerſities, which to an apothe- 
cary's apprentice, of the 4 own moos 

would appear trifling. | 

The progreſs made in the mannes 
and cure of this diſeaſe, ſince the publica- 
tion of the Domeſtic Medicine, is a ſuffi- 
cient apology for treating it here at more 
* 9 as the opportunities 1 
c have 
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have lately had of ſeeing the diſorder; 
under every form, have been far mote 
numerous than during the early period 
of my practice. My knowledge of the 
diſeaſe khen, was chiefly taken from 
books. I'ſhall now do little more than 
tranſcribe my own obſervations, adding, 
from other authors, ſuch as have not oc- 
curred to myſelf. I ſhall not wantonly 
reject the ſentiments of other writers; 
neither ſhall I implicitly adopt them, un- 
leſs where I have WON: to 4 e 
are well foun de. 

I am ſorry to 0 that the Wade of 
one claſs: of the faculty, who claims. 
kind of excluſive right to the treatment 
of the venereal diſeaſe, is a ſtrong in- 
ducement to me to make mankind. in 
general more acquainted with it. - The 
delicate ſituation in which ſome perſons 
who have received the infection, are 
placed, puts it in the power of thoſe _ 
whom they entruſt with their cure, to 
make very extravagant demands, as they 
know few people would chuſe to liti- 
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gate a claim of this nature. I am far 


from. ſaying that this is the conduct of 


furgeons in general; but that ſame are 


guilty of it I well know ; and L cannot 
help conſidering it as the moſt infamous 


| {ſpecies of Sophos that oh! be rs 


tiſed on any man. 

It is far from ty meine to: LEY a 
complete treatiſe on the venereal diſeaſe. 
This has been very fully accompliſhed 
by others; neither would it ſuit the na- 
tue of my performance, / which only 
aims at exhibiting ſuch a view af that 
malady as will enable any perſon of cam- 
mon ſenſe to know when he has caught 


the infection; and, at the ſame time, to 


{ſuggeſt the proper means for preventing 
its Progreſs; or . it in the _ 


_ . CHIITER. 
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Of PREVENTING THE VENERE, AL 
DISEASE, 2 bed 


"EY prevent diſeaſes muſt be of moto 
importance than to cute them. Lit- 
tle attention, however, has been paid to 
this branch of the medical art, eſpecial- 
ly with regard to the venereal diſeaſe. 
Here the prophylaxis has been generally 
left to quacks, who, by puffing their pre- 
tended antidotes, have amaſſed fortunes, 
while credulous men, by truſting to their 
lies, have been tricked out of theit mo- 
ney and their lives. I have known a 
dignified noſtrum-monger inſiſt that a 
gentleman had not the lues, merely be- 
* he had uſed his lotion according 
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to the printed directions. In this opi- 
nion he perſiſted till the patient had 
neatly loſt his life“. 

Men ſeldom give themſelves any trou- 
ble about a diſeaſe till they have it. 
They think it is ſoon enough to apply the 
remedy when they feel the diſorder, 
Hence the buſineſs of prevention is neg- 
lected, and authors complain that little 
can be done to effect this purpoſe ; while 
the fact is, that the proper means are 
ſeldom uſed. ; 

That both the clap and pox may be 

often prevented, by due attention to 
cleanlineſs nas oves not admit of a 
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* 8 ago I was a to act as ompire be- 
tween a ſurgeon and his patient. The ſurgeon inſiſted that 

the patient was poxed, while the other denied it, and re- 
fuſed to take the proper medicines. I, at firſt ſight, de- 
clared the diſeaſe to be a confirmed pox; on which the 
gentleman produced a letter from a titled quack, deſiring 
him to make himſelf eaſy, for that he could not poſſibly 

be poxed, if he had made uſe of his waſh according, to 

the printed directions. I told him I knew nothing of the 
waſh, but was certain that no waſh, if uſed according to 
his directions, would ever prevent the infection from tak- 

ing place, and that his fituation exhibited an evident proof 


fit. | 
* N doubt: 
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doubt: and even where the pocky in- 
fection has been communicated, its bane- 
ful effects on the ſyſtem may be obviated 
by the 150 and en N ene of 
1 
do not mean to quibble about . 
but I maintain that a man who has 4 
chanere only, cannot with propriety be 
ſaid to be poxed. If the diſeaſe can be 
ſtopped in this ſtate, which, in moſt 
caſes it may, ſurely the pox is to all in- 
tents and purpoſes prevented; or what 
is nearly equivalent to prevention, the 
diſeaſe is rendered ſo mild as to be inof- 
fenſive to the ſyſtem, When a diſeaſe 
cannot be eradicated, which I am con- 
vinced is the caſe, both with regard to 
the great and ſmall: pox, our buſineſs 
ſurely is to render it as mild as poſſible 3 
and thank Heaven, it is now in the 
power of medicine, to diſarm theſe her- 
culean maladies ſo as to render their in- 
fluence on the human conſtitution way 
inconſiderable. beta dg 
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The buſineſs of prevention arranges 
ieſelf under the three” following: heads; 
namely, the moral, political and medi- 

cal means of obviating this mialady. 

To the firſt of theſe, as far as my re- 
collection goes, very little attention has 
been paid; the ſecond, unleſs in fome 
ſmall ſtates, has been wholly neglected; 
and the third, as has been already ob- 
ſerved; is . left in the hands of 

| wo 780 

A young man ul good morals js cer- 

minly: leſs apt to fall into thoſe ſnares 
which, too often, lead to deſtruction, 
than. one who has never been warned of 
bis danger, but is left to follow the bent 

of bis own inclinations. No fay ing i 

more true than, . that the wicked ſhall 

not live half his days. I have ſeldom 

Rd wn a young man, whoſe morals had 

beer neglected,” who did not daſh into 

every vice as ſoon as he was capable of 
it, and whole life was not, by that 
means contracted. If parents knew how 

- neceſſary a moral education is for pro- 
longing | 
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aging the lives 6f their öffaßring, they 
— perhaps, pay more Mchifioh 64 
thin when thy cohffder it as merely 
ſubſerviert to theft r HappirielF i" a future 
fate. | © telt on 
An test sh 0 heath, Which ought = 
to be a ptimiity objett in the ediichfith 
of children, is ſeldom tbFfidered às e 
a ſecondafy ore while trifling acegtri- 
pliſhments, of little importance in the 


purſuits of life, generally engrols the 
attention, both of maſter and ſcholare 
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attempt has lately been made by Pr. | 
Fauſt, a, German phyſician, to impreſs 
the minds both of teachers and their 
pupils. with an. idea of the importance 
of health; and that this attempt has fnet 
with the warmeſt approbation of his 
ſerene bighneſs the Prince of Wirzburg. 
' Young men are prodigal of lite. They 
throw it wantonly away at the very time | 
it is molt worth preſerving ; nor do 
they know the value of health till i it 
is loſt. - ; Many a painful hour might be 
prevented 
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prevented by a few. cautions. duly im- 
preſſed on the young mind. Early im- 
preſſions are ſeldom eradicated. They 
generally form the conduct, and become 
the rules of life. Were a young man 
taught to believe that the paths of plea- 
ſure lead to deſtruction; that if he pur- 
ſues them, he will never arrive at ma- 
ture age, but fall the early victim of 
loathſome diſeaſe; ;. he would ſhun plea- 
ſure more than the gates of hell. The 
genuine conſequences of vice need only 
to be painted in their true colours, in 
order to make it an object of horror to 
the youthful mind. 

Young men ought not "only. to be 
taught to ſhun the allurements of vice; 
but, if they ſhould be ſo unfortunate as 
to contract the venereal diſcaſe, by no 
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| means to conceal j — Candor i is a virtue, 
| and, as the poet ſays, the firſt fault, is 
* eaſieſt to avow. The complicated miſ⸗ 
i chief ariſing from concealment of this 
1 malady i is only known to thoſe who have 
1 an opportunity of ſeeing i it in every ſhape 
1 and | form under which it appears. A 
| | young 
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young man ought certainly to ſtand in 
awe of parents and guardians ; but by no 
means to be ſo over- awed as to loſe hisli fe 
rather than diſcloſe his ſituation. This, 
however, is no uncommon thing. oy 
Though the beſt guardian of virtue 4s 
a good moral education; yet a young man 
who has had every advantage of this kind 
may go wrong; he will ſeldom however 
perſiſt in error; whereas a youth, void of 
principle will, not only run headlong 
into vice and folly, but will ſeldom ſtop 
till he has ruined both his oy and 
conſtitution. 

As example has more - inf uence > then 
precept, it might be of uſe to young 
men were they occaſionally taken to places 
where the unhappy ſufferers, under the 
venereal diſcaſe, are congregated; They 
would there ſee the wretched condition 
to which thoughtleſs youth may be re- 
duced by the act of one unguarded mo- 
ment. I have known the firſt miſtake 
made by a young man, in this way; coſt 
him his life ; and have ſeen others, WhO, 


mu a * unhappy connection, were 
rendered 
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rendered incapable, ever after, of acer 
| ing connubial happineſs. 
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Though parents, tutörs, and 3 guundlas, 
were to uſe every endeavour to keep 
youth from the ſnares laid for them by 
bad women ; yet, owing to the want of 
Police in moſt great cities, they would 
find their efforts frequently fruſtrated; It 
is there the corruption of youth is almoſt 
unavoidable ; and their deſtruction, alas! 
is but too often the confequence: | 

_ © Much might be done towards leſſening 
the ravages of this baneful malady by the 
exertions of the public magiſtrate; But 

i affect this purpoſe would require more 
fkilland attention than one magiſtrate in 
# hundred is equal to. Undue interfer- 
ence in theſe matters docs miſchief; and 
to put them under proper regulations 
would-require the moſt conſummate wiſ- 
dom. This, however, is no reaſon why 
lewd women ſhould be ſuffered to prowl 
about in the public, en without me 
leaſt reſtraint. 5 
Were men to be ſeen at the comer. of 
every ſtreet in a great city, armed with 
' ſwords | 
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THE VENEREAL DISEASE. 27 
{words and bludgeons to put every ond iti 
fear of his life, who would not comply 
with their demands; the public mind 
would be quickly rouſed, and proper mea- 
fares taken to ſuppreſs them; yet the darts 
ger is nearly equal from thoſe unhappy 
fetriales who lie in wait to enſnare the un- 
wary youth a3 he paſſes along. The young 
man muſt have uncommon reſolution its 
deed, who car always refiſt theſe tempta- 
tidtis; yet by yielding; in a ſingle inſtance; 
he may be undone.” One ſtep leads on td 
another, till the unhappy youth, im- 
tured in vice, finds it impofſibleto retreat: 
kt fignities very little, if a man is robbed 
6f His health or property, whether it 8 
done under the influence of fear of love. 

Nor is youth alone in danger; en Age 
and experience are not always fufficieht- 
protections againſt the allurements ofbeau- 
ty, arid ſolicitation. Numibers,who would 
not go in queſt of an amour, are not able 
to reſiſt 6 6 temptation when throw in 
their way wich all its embelliſhmetits; ei- 
pecially after the ſocial humour has been 
* * wine and agreeable company. 
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It is then the proſtituted beauty becomes 
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but are any meaſures taken to prevent the 
evil? the means uſed to ſuppreſs them are 
at once cruel and ineffectual. T here i is no 
want of good laws in this country for pu- 
niſhing crimes ; but there are few, or none 


1 

: [If dangerous, and the health, _ and 
| |; 6 peace of families are ſacrificed, - | 

x i Even the delicacy of modeſt onen is 
W | hurt by the number of common proſtitutes 
| * which they daily ſee in the open ſtreets ; 
1 and their example muſt have an un favour- 
Fit able influence on the younger bone of the 
j 1 5 * mall be told hind are laws. in * 
; 1141 country. forpuniſhing ſuch women. True; 


NP 5 


1 for preventing them. Preventing crimes, 

1 like preventing diſeaſes, would be of in- 

1 finitely more pee than puniſhing 
the criminal. 


Mere it my province ras to ho 5 
affairs of police, IL ſhould think it an eaſy 
matter to ſuggeſt a plan by which the pub- 

lie ſtreets of great cities might be freed 
from thoſe women, who, by night and by 
day inſet them, without lay ing any un- 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary or improper reſtraints on the | 
intercourſe between the ſex, dictated by 
nature arid reaſon. Indeed all undue" re- 
ſtraints on that intercourſe do miſchief. 
They lead to the commiſſionof unnatural 
crimes, andtothe formation of connexions 
which prove 107 to the deareſt i in- 
terefts of ſociety. . neg. 
Proper laws for the profervericy of 
health, do not exiſt in any country with 
which I am acquainted; but it does not 
from hence follow that they are not of 
great importance. Even thoſe laws which 
are made for the protection of property 
are not, in my opinion, more neceſſary, 
for the happineſs of ſociety, than thoſe 
which relate to health; though every 
man thinks he can take care of the latter, 
but wiſhes the former to be t = 
penal ſtatutes. | a 
With the legiſlators of ancient "Ani | 
health ſeems to have been a primary ob- 
ject of conſideration : nor do we think it 
would derogate from the honour of mo- 
dern legiſlators were they to follow the 
example. Moſes, who was certainly one 
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of the moſt antient legiſlators of whom we 


have any account, has evidently employ- 
ed a great part of his excellent code oi 
laws, in laying down rules both for the 
prevention and cure of diſeaſees. 
Iknow the waſhings, ſeparations, and 
purifications enjoined by Moſes, are ſup- 
poſed to be religious inſtitutions, and to 


have a reference to in ward purity, Be that 


as it may, they were certainly well calcula- 
ted to preſerve health in that country, and 
among the people for whom they were in- 
tended. Indeed I know no country where 
eleanlineſs can be diſpenſed with, or is not 
neceffary to the preſervation of health. 
Nor is Mofes ſingular in this. Many of 
the laws of antient Egypt related to health, 
and, as we are told, that he was inſtructed 
mall the learning of that country, there is 
little doubt that he availed himſelf of this 
information in framing his code of laws, 
many of which are ſo excellent as to have 
been adopted by the' moſt wa 


r nations. 


As impure connexions, mad will 


pr place in ſpite of all precautions that 


1 5 71 can 
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can be given, we ſhall next proceed to 
point out ſame of the medical, prepara- 
tions which, haye been men 
way of preventives. 
Preventives, as might naturally beſups 
poſed, conſiſt chiefly of waſhes variouſly 
prepared, and compoſed of detergent in- 
gredients. Here however I muſt beg leave 
to premiſe that all /peczfic wathes are ims 
poſitions on the public. They nat only 
poſſeſs no ſpecific virtues for the preven= 
tion of the diſcaſe ; but they divert the at- 
tention from the main object, which is 
waſhing, by holding up the idea of their 
being poſſeſſed of fome peculiar qualities 
calculated to countera the poiſon, and 
pre vent its taking effect.  _ 
Much may be done by waſhing, ifs | 
perly performed. We have: been told 
it ſometimes fails ; it would be wonderful 
indeed if this ſhould never happen. The 
wander is, that it happens ſo ſeldom, 
conſideringthe circumſtances under which 
it is gene rally performed. What other peo- 
ples patients do I do not know; but moſt 
of mine tell me that when they caught 
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the diſorder they were ſo concerned in li- 
quor as not to be capable of paying proper 
attention to the buſineſs of waſhing. 
Another cauſe of failure is the propen= 
ſity moſt people have todeſpiſe every thing 
they know, or that is plain and ſimple. 
Givethemany diſguiſed noſtrum, and they 
will uſe it ; but they have nd faith in the 
virtues of plain water, and, if they have 
not ſome ſecret waſh at hand, the buſineſs, 
is neglected. Even when patients have 
what they eſteem proper waſhes by them, 
they are ſeldom properly uſed. Immerſion 
alone is deemed ſufficient; but no lotion, let 
its powers be what they may, can prevent 
the venereal diſeaſe by ſimple immerſion. 
Such is the effect of waſhing alone, that 
a gentleman told me he had tried to com- 
municate the diſeaſe to a lady, with a view 
to aſeertain a point of jealouſy, but could 
not effect it. This he attributed ſolely to 
her extraordinary attention to cleanlineſs. 


Ihave known men who for many years had 


lived freely, with regard to the ſex, yet 


neyer caught the venereal infection, wing 


to their ſtrict attention to ablution. 
will ME In 
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In all-caſes cleanlineſs is a virtue; büt, 
in the commerce between the ſexes, it is 
indiſpenſable, and thoſe who neglect it 
are little better than beaſts. There is a 
merit in practiſing this virtue, even from 
the fear of diſeaſe; but, to a perſon tho- 
roughly clean, this ſtimulus will not be 
neceſſary, If any virtue prove its own 
reward, it is cleanlin ess. 
Nor would I have the modeſt matron 
leſs attentive to it than the impure. Men 
often apply to me who think themſelves 
injured by their wives. They have 
inflammations, and often flight [7 
riation of the parts, which would never 
happen if their wives were ſufficiently | 
attentive, even to the uſe of cold water. E 4 
As a great number of different waſhes 
have been recommended for preventing 
infection, I ſhall inſert a few of them, 
premiſing, at the ſame. time, that all their 
virtues amount to little more than thoſe 5 
of plain water properly applied; or Wa- 
ter impregnated with ſuch ingredients as 
_..- render it more detergent, or cleanſ- | 


ing, as ſoap lees, and ſuch-like, | 
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OF PREVENTING” | | 
Some recommend water that has been 


impregnated with the virtues of quick- 


lime; while others prefer the cauſtic al- 
kali, or even the cauſtic volatile alkali, 


properly diluted. Theſe, we have reaſon. 


to believe, are the active ingredients in 
moſt of the waſhes commonly kept as 
ſecrets, and ſold at a high price to en- 
hance their value. We have no objec- 
tion to their being uſed, provided the ac- 
tive ingredients are ſo diluted as not to 
hurt or excoriate the parts. | 

Many uſe Goulard's extract of lead as 
a waſh: It is not ſo much a detergent as 


.A dryer; and, though it makes a good in- 


jection in the gonorrhœa, we cannot in- 
fer from hence that it is proper as a pre- 
ventive lotion. It may be uſed of dif- 
ferent degrees of ſtrengtl. What I com- 
monly employ, both externally and inter- 


nally, conſiſts of a tea- ſpoonful of the 


extract to a tea- cupful of common water. 
The corroſive ſublimate of mercury, 
diſſolved i in water, has been ene 
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A tes cu is ſuppoſed to contain about four 
eunces. 
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as a proper preventive waſh. It may no 
doubt be uſed, but requires great caution, 
otherwiſe it will corrode the parts. Two 
or three grains to a tea-cuptul of water 
is as much as can be uſed -with ſafety. 
The ſublimate is doubtleſs a powerful re- 
- medy in the lues; but how far its ſpecific 
virtues may operate as a waſh, I cannot 
lay, as Lag? made trial' of 11 in this 
way. | 
Even the mids” mercury is "om foie 
uid wav It muſt be well triturated 
with honey and turpentine, and after- 
wards mixed with à quantity of water 


ſuſſicient to dilute it. It is a clumſy pre- 


paration. If mercury is to be uſed for 
this purpoſe, we would 3 the 
ſublimate. 

I am inclined to think that a ſolution 
of ſoap, or a little of the ſhaving pow- 
der, made into a lather, would anſwer this 
purpoſe as well, if not better than any 
other waſh whatever. It muſt, however, 
be uſed immediately, and applied proper- - 
> I 8 often blame the waſh when 

| D2 the 
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No waſh will 
Tucceed unleſs i it is e carly, and with 


the fault is their own. 


be. CATE. 


I know a number of 8 1 
Inftead of truſting to any particular waſh, 
make uſe of whatever liquor is at hand, 
as beer, wine, punch, negus, brandy and 
water, rum and water, &c. Indeed ſome 
recommend brandy alone in preference to 
any thing elſe. I have reaſon to believe 
it is a good waſh, but cannot think it the 
worſe for being diluted with water, eſpe- 

+ cially with warm water, if at hand; but 
it ought rather to be uſed cold than time 
loſt by waiting till it is made warm. Any 
liquor may be ſufficiently warmed by 
holding it for a ſhort time in the mouth. 
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JT is not my intention to enter do a 
critical inquiry concerning the pes | 
tion between ſyphilis and gonorrhea, - 
would only tend to embarraſs and * 
wilder my readers. My aim is to mark 
the ſymptoms. peculiar to each, and to 
point out the method of cure. It is not 
material to know whether the gonorrhea 
ever produces the pox; or if the pocky 
matter can excite gonorrhœa; ſo long as 
we know that each is attended with ſymp- 
toms peculiar to itſelf, and that they re- 
quire a totally re method of; treat- 
5 e nen 1 55 2 1 14 Suan er 
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Many who pretend to cure the vene- 
real diſeaſe, treat every ſymptom in the 
ſame. way. The very name with them 
implies the uſe of mercury, which they 
throw into the ſyſtem, with a liberal hand, 
upon all occaſions. I have ſeen conſti- 
tutions totally ruined by the uſe of mer- 
cury, where there was not occaſion for a 
ſingle grain. Indeed mercury generally 
does miſchief in a gonorrhea ; but ſeldom 
apy good. 

The term , gonorrhea is improper : It 
* a diſcharge of ſemen. Whereas 
the true gonorrbuꝛa virulenta. is only a dif- 
charge. of mucus from the urethra, with- 
out any ſeminal evacuation whatever. 
When this diſcharge is accompanied with 
a ſenſation of heat, and ſome degree of 
pain in paſſing water, which the patient 
has frequently, an inelination to void, 
there is little rcaſon to doubt that he la- 
bours under the gonorrhea virulenta. 

It is impoſſible to aſcertain the preciſe 
1 after 1 Impure coition, at which the 
n will appear. Sometimes it takes 
a r ; place 


- OR CLAP. 4" ow 


place in i hours; at other times-it 
requires ſeveral days; and in ſome cafes 
the diſcharge does not appear for ſeveral 
weeks. This variety, however, does not 
ſeem to have any conſiderable influence 
either on the duration or virulence of the 
diſeaſe. In moſt caſes the running makes 
its appearance from the third or fourth, 
to the ſeventh or eighth day. | 
| The appearance of the diſcharge varies 
in different patients. It is generally thin, 
and of a yellow colour, with a greeniſh 
caſt ; though ſometimes it is white, and 
nearly of the conſiſtence of purulent mat- 
ter. In ſome caſes the diſcharge is brown, 
and in others bloody, owing to the ero- 


ſion of the veſſels in the urethra. ' Im - 


common caſes the diſcharge from the 
urethra and heat of urine/are the only 
ſymptoms which occur: Though ſome- 
times theſe are accompanied-with painful 
and involuntary erections, uneaſineſs' of 
the teſticles, and of the abdominal yiſcera, _ 
Though in a gotiorrheea ſome degree of 
uneaſineſs is generally felt along the 

SS: whole 


— ' . — — w ³•½ 2 
A = 
b e : l 
0 : Ly * 
— . 


— — — — mä 


% OF THE VIRULENT SONORRHn A. 


vrhole courſe of the urethra; yet the pain 
8 commonly ſeated about an inch from 

the point of the penis. In ſome caſes 
indeed the diſeaſe ſpreads backwards, ſo 
as to extend over the whole length of 


the urethra, and even to the bladder it- 


ſelf. Nor are the proſtate glands and in- 
ternal coat of the bladder alone affected. 
Sometimes the pains ſtretch from theſe parts 
along the ureters, even to the kidneys. 

It is impoſſible, at the beginning, to 


ſay preciſely in what manner any caſe of 


gonorrhœa will terminate. Symptoms 


of the mildeſt kind will occaſionally ſuo- 


ceed to a violent diſcharge; while, in 
other caſes, tlie contrary takes place. 1 

4s generally ſuppoſed that the diſeaſe 1 
prove: mild, and of ſhort duration, when 
the running is white, or yellow and that, 
when lit is at firſt green, ox tinged with 
blood, the running wilb prove obſtinate : 
But though this may be generally true, 
ir is by ne means unverfally ſo o 


It is xeckaned a taygurable. ſymptom in 


| gonorthtza When, the diſcharge becomes 
204 * 3 2 0 : thick 
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thick and ropy. "Though this is unqueſ- 


tionably one of the moſt favourable o- 


currences in every clap, yet it is by no 


means a certain proof that the diſcharge 
will ſoon terminate. In certain eonſtitu- 


tions the running will prove obſtinate, 
even where the 9 are * favours 
A RN 

When the running does not lobt 15. 
come ropy, but continues thin, and of a 
pale colour, there is reaſon to fear that it 
will terminate in a gleet. This, though 
by no means a dangerous ſymptom, is one 


of the moſt unpleaſant that attends the 


venereal diſeaſe, and in uy caſes yon 
very obſtinate. = 
There is a kind of ſpurious noted 
commonly called gonorrbea ſimplex, 
which in many reſpects reſembles the real 
one. Married people are often alarmed 
at the appearance of this complaint, and 
medieal men, who are not ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with this diſorder, may do much 


miſchief, * No man ſhould declare an 


running from the urethra, in either ſex, 


5 


42 or THE VIRULENT GONORRHCEA, 


to be-venereal from the appearance only. 
In this caſe his opinion muſt be guided by 
circumſtances, otherwiſe he will be apt to 
So Wrong. 1 
A married man has 3 me 4 
| r times, thinking himſelf injured, at 
the ſame time aſſuring me that he had not 
been guilty of any deviation from his 
wife, whom. I knew to be an amiable and 
© virtuous woman. I only adviſed him to 
waſh the parts with Goulard's extract and 
water; and occaſionally to throw up a 
little of it diluted, as directed in the go- 
norrhœa. This was all that Lever found 
neceſſary to remove the complaint, which 
generally diſappeared in a few days, 


* 
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33 METHOD oF CURE. 


EA has already, been obſerved. . mer- 
dury is not neceſſary for the cure of a4 
clap. Some people imagine that as ſoon 
as the infection is caught the ſyſtem is 
tainted; but this is by no means the caſe : 

The clap is, at firſt, perfectly a local diſ- 
. caſe, 


e Gn 117 5 3 
eaſe, . may be cured by nd 2 
tions. Theſe are generally of the aſtrin- 
gent kind, and may be varied in a variety 
of ways. Many people are afraid to uſe 
aſtringent medicines, leſt they ſhould drive 
the diſeaſe into the habit; but this is o- 


ing to their want of experience. I have 


uſed aſtringent injections in the cure of 
clap for many years, and cannot fairly ſay 
Lever ſaw any diſagreeable conſequences 
that could juſtly be imputed to them; un- 
| leſs in ſuch caſes as will be abn. 
pointed out. . 
As ſoon as the running e and 
there is no inflammation, ſtricture, or 
ſwelling of the parts to forbid it, my 
practice is immediately to uſe an aſtrin- 
gent injection. Of theſe there is great 
variety. What I prefer is the white vi- 
trio] diſſolved in water: This may be 
uſed in various proportions, from half a 
dram of vitriol to a whole dram, to the 
pint of water: But, for the conve- 
niency of my patients, I generally give it 
in the n manner: 


That 


- 4+ 
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That they may not have any trouble in 
preparing the medicine, I diſſolve an ounce 
of 'white vitriol in four ounces of water, 
and defire the patient to put a tea-ſpoon- 
fill of it to a common ized tea- cupful 
of water. Of this he is to throw up two 
or three ſmall ſyringe-fuls, five or fix times 

a day, keeping in the injection for ſome 
time, by graſping the fore part of the pe- 
nis with his hand. This operation is 
eaſier performed than deſcribed, and can 
be better done by the patient himſelf chan 
by any one elſe. 


I be above quantity is ſeldom al nota. 


fary : Indeed the half is generally ſuffi- 
cient ; but it is better to have ſome to 
ſpare than to have too little, as the inject- 
ing ought always to be continued for ſome 
time after the running has ſtopped. I 
have known this quantity, not only cure 
the patient, but alſo ſeveral of his acquaint- 
ance; and, as it will keep for a length 


of time, it may be carried to fea, or on a 


e of any PET ebe patients 
5 eo 4011 have 


r 
{TE 


A 
WR told me, that, after curing 9 
on a voyage to America, they had enough 
left, out of the above quantity, to cure 
one or two of their neighbours. 
If the injection occaſion great pain, I 
order it to be weakened, by adding ſome 
water to it, ſo as to lower it to the pa- 
tient's feelings. If the running does not 
ſtop in a few days, I deſire him to make 
it ſtranger, by adding a little more of the 
ſolution, till it is as ſtrong as he can bear. 
In this way the medicine can. always be 
adapted to the patient's feelings, and to 
the exigencies of the caſe, | 


The preparation. of lead, bs com- & 


monly goes by the, name of Goulard's 
Extract, may be uſed in the ſame manner 
as the ſolution. of vitriol, and will have 
nearly the ſame effects. Where the one 
does not ſucceed to my wiſh, I commonly 
try the other; but am more partial to 
the vitriol, as I think lead ought always 
to be ome” with caution to interior ſur- 
faces. 
As one or other of theſe injections, 
made DICE or weaker according to cir- - 
cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, generally ſucceeds, I ſeldom 
find occaſion for any of a different na- 
tute; but, that patients may have it in 
their power to make a choice, I have ſub- 
Joined various forms of injection at the 
end of the book. 
This injection generally cures a clap in 
a few days, provided no untoward ſymp- 
toms appear. I make it a rule, however, 
to keep the body gently open during the 
uſe of the injection. This may be done 
various ways, but gentle purgatives are 
the beſt. What I generally uſe, for this 
purpoſe, is a cooling, opening powder, 
compoſed of cream of tartar and gum 
arabic, in powder, each an ounce; jalap 
in powder, two drams: Theſe are to be 
mixed, and a tea-ſpoonful taken at bed- 
time in a cup of gruel or any other weak 
drink. Should this have no effect, ano- 
ther tea-ſpoonful. may be taken in the 
morning, and a third at noon, if found 
neceſſary to keep the body open. If a 
tea-ſpoonful of the powder gives more 
than one motion, it will be ſufficient to 
uſe it. every ſecond or third day. 


OR CLN. op 


eee body is not only to be 
lagid open, but-he ought to avoid all foods. 
and drink of a heating or ſtimulating na- 
ture. He is likewiſe to avoid violent ex- 
erciſe, and every thing that may heat or 
inflame the parts, as hard drinking, run- 
ning, wreſtling, riding, and ſuch-like. 
Cold is alſo to be guarded againſt, eſpecial- 
ly expoſure to wet, ſitting in damp places, 
fleeping in damp beds, keeping on wet 
clothes, and the like} oi 4 

Sometimes untoward ſymptoms will 
occur, in ſpite of all our care; but theſe 
would be leſs frequent were due attention 
paid to the patient's diet, and the other 
articles mentioned above. It is to be re- 
gretted that patients have not this always 
in their power; and when they have; 
_ are often very negligent. - | 40807 

Though injections will be found by 
far the moſt agreeable; ſafe, and epedi- 
tious method of cure; yet they are not 
to be indiſcriininately uſed in all- caſes, 
and in every ſtage of the gonorrhea. 
By not diſtinguiſhing between thoſe caſes | 
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2 OF THE VIRULENT GONORRHOEA, 
where injections may or may not be uſed, 
much miſchief is done, andthe bade 


brought i into diſcredit. 


There are particular habits of body 
where injections do hurt; ſuch as the 


highly inflammatory, or perſons of a very 


irritable nerve. In ſuch habits injections 
are either not to be uſed at all, or to be 


dually increaſed in ſtrength till they pro- 


duce their effect. If any ſymptoms of 
inflammation or ſwelling appear, they are 


immediately to be diſcontiaued. þþ - 
While the inflammation is confined to 
the lower part of the urethra, and does 
not extend upwards toward the root of 
the penis, or neck of the bladder, it is ſafe 
to inject; but when the inflammation ex- 


- tends upwards, and ſeems to threaten the 
proſtate glands, the bladder, and parts ad- 


jacent, injections would prove hurtfal. 
In the firſt ſtage of gonorrhea the dif- 

charge proceeds from a part of the ure- 

thra not above an inch, or at moſt an inch 


| 4 a half, from the point of the penis. 


While 


begun in a very diluted ſtate, and gra- 


* 


OURS: 75 a 


While this is the caſe, even though a con- 
fiderable heat of urine *, and ſome degree 
of chordee takes place, injections may 
be uſed with great advantage; and theſe 


ſymptoms, inſtead of being aggravated, : 


will by their means be alleviated. 
What is called the inflammatory diathe- 
ſis is ſo ſtrong in ſome patients, that 1 


have ſeen a large tumour riſe in the nog 
merely from the application of cold wa- 


ter externally to the parts of generation; 


during the progreſs of a gonerrhœea, 


which was ſo gentle, that the patient miſ- 
took it for a glect, and took wag method 
of removing it. 


The true criterion: with WN to in- 


jecting is the ſtate of the inflammation. 
When this runs high, with great tenſion, 


pain, and ſwelling of the parts, it would 
be * to inject. Indeed, when this 


4 #1? nn 
* Ardor urine, or "A of ata. as it is s uſually called, 


is an improper name for a ſymptom which depends, not 


on the heat of the urine, but the tenderneſs of that part A 
of the urethra where the inflammation is ſeated, and over - 


which the urine paſles, 


- 


— 


. | 
Tis the caſe, che running. 5 


be encouraged-than cliẽcked, andl tlie pa- 
tient put upon Deng regi- 


rather to 


b eeding 


men, aſſiſted by Tother eva- 
cuations. c | 


E © are? Al 

When the; L fn ON a onfiderable, 
it ſometimes terminates in ſuppuration, a 
circumſtance by all means to be guarded 
againſt; as it not only proves highly diſ- 
treſſing to the patient, but is frequently 
deſtructive to the parts of generation. In 
this caſe, every effort is to be made to 
| ward off the impending danger, by w- 
fening the inflammation. . 

To check the progreſs of "NY 
befides the means already mentioned, I 
would recommend poultices, made with 
the ſugar of lead, or Goulard's extract, 
to be conſtantly applied to the parts, and 
bleeding with leeches, This, which has 
been my practice for many years, now 
begins to become general. In almoſt 
every local inflammation, leeches may be 
applied with advantage, but in none with 
greater benefit than thoſe of the genitals. 


I have 


amen 31 
| have often been a witneſs of their good 
effects in ſuch caſes, and would recom—- 
mend a re- application of them as often as 
dhe ſymptoms may render it dann, 3 
or, till the inflammation is abated: 
The gonorrhœa in women Uiffers < 
little from the ſame diſeaſe in men, both 
In its ſymptoms and method of cure; that 
ir hardly merits particular notice. The 
ſymptoms, however, are milder in women 
than in men; and, from ſome of tlie moſt 
diſtreſſing, they are wholly exempted: But 
the ſeat of the diſeaſe being nearer the 
bladder in women, that organ is more. 
liable to inflammation than in the other 
ſex; nor do they ſuffer leſs * N is 
called the heat of urine 
As women are ſubject to ocker dit. 
charges, which have. a great reſemblance 
to the gonorrhœa, it is more difficult to 
aſcertain the exiſtence of the diſeaſe in 
them than in men. It may, however, be 
known from the heat of urine, which 
rarely occurs except in gonorrhœa, and 
| Ne from the colour and conſiſtence 
9 | of 
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of the diſcharge, which is thinner and more 
Pale in the fluor albus than in the . 
rheea. | 

The diſcharge is to be removed in the 
ſame manner, and by the ſame means, as 
in men: And, if the inflammation runs 
high, the ſame cooling medieines will be 
neceſſary; likewiſe bleeding and gentle 
purges. It is fortunate that the ſame af- 
tringent injections which are uſed for the 
gonorrhœa are equally proper in the 
whites. The only circumſtance that can 
forbid their uſe is a high degree of in- 
flammation, eſpecially when the inflam- 
mation extends to the coats of the blad- 
der, which may be known by the pain 
affecting that very ſenſible organ in a high 
degree. | | 


or THE CHORDEE. 

A painful ſymptom which often at- 
tends the virulent gonorrhea, is called a 
chordee. This is peculiarly. troubleſome 
in the night, or when the patient has an 
crection. 


- : 
* 


- OP THE CHORDEE. | g 
erection. In habits liable to inflamma- 
tion, or where the pain is violent, bleed- 
ing and other evacuations are neceſſary. 
Some recommend emollient injections, 
with laudanum, and OG hl = | 
with mercurial ointment. - 

I generally order the dots to be fre- 
3 rubbed with camphorated oil, or 
ſome emollient ointment ; and the patient 
to take from thirty to forty drops of lau 
danum in a draught, at bed-time. As 
this ſymptom is connected with inflam- 
mation, the patient ought to live ſparing- 
ly, and to avoid the ſight of ſuch objects 
as may excite laſcivious ideas. | 
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ä A LTHOUGH gonorrhœa virulenta 


is only a local diſeaſe, and does not 
Tm to affect the ſyſtem ; yet it often 
occalions ſymptoms. which prove both 
tedious” and troubleſome: I. Symptoms 
which, though not always dangerous, are 
very vexatious, and ſometimes continue 
during the patient s life, Of theſe the 
moſt common are, obſtructions in the 
urethra, ſwellings of the teſticles, and of 
the lymphatic veſſels, gleets and ſeminal 
weakneſles, warts, excoriations, and other 
affections of the glaps and prepuce, 


. x 1/08 


* he _ * 


or OBSTRUCT IONS IN THE URETHRA, 


Of all the ſymptoms. ſubſequent to a 
een gonorrhœa, the moſt painful . 
dangerous are ſtrictures of the urethra, 
or urinary paſſage, Theſe not only en- 
danger, but often deſtroy life; and, en 
the patient falls into unſkilful hands, he 
may be deprived of his virility. When 
theſe ſymptoms do not yield to bleeding, 
cooling purges, emollient fomentations, 
and the uſe of bougies, the aſſiſtanee of 
an able ſurgeon. ſhould, if poſſible,” be 
procured. He will generally ſind octa- 
ſion for all his ſkill in removing theſe un- 
toward affections, which, notwithſtand- 
ing the moſt ſkilful treatment, will ſome- 
times oc t. 1 

Obſtructions in the cad may — 5 
oeccaſioned by ſpaſmodic affections oi the 
part, tumours in the ſubſtanęee of the 
urethra and neighbouring parts; fleſhy 

excreſcences; carruncles, &c. In all 
theſe affeQions the patient is to expect 
1 chief fom the proper ul arb 
| ws gies, 


\ 
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_ gies. Though a degree of ſcience might 
ſeem neceſſary for the proper management 
of bougies, I have always found patients, 


with a very little inſtruction, able to make 


a proper uſe of them, without any trou- 
ble or danger to themſelves. Indeed, if 
aA fpatient does not know how to intro- 
ↄduge a bougie himſelf, it will often be of 
no uſe to him. A man may be ſeized 
vrith an obſtruction of urine on a journey, 
or in many ſituations where he can neither 
procure a bougie, nor find a perſon to in- 
troduce it. Patients have often told me 
that they muſt have loſt their lives on a 


journey, if they had not carried bougies 


along with them, and known how to uſe 


them. Indeed every perſon ſubje& to 


obſtruQions of urine ought to carry bou- 
Sier in his pocket. 8 

It is not here neceſſary to give any in- 
ſtructions concerning the making of bou- 
gies, as they can always be had ready 
made, of a ſuperior conſtruction to any 
that men, not practiſed in the art, can 
** to make 1 8 They ought, 
however, 


QBSTRUCTIONS IN THE URETHRA. 5 


however, to be made with care. Should 
a bougie break in the urethra, it might be 
attended with very ſerious conſequences. 
Nor is care leſs neceſſary in introdueing 
them, otherwiſe much miſchief may be 
done by wounding and irritating the ten- 
der parts about the neck of the bladder. 
In uſing bougies it will be proper al- 
ways to begin with a ſmall one, and gra- 
dually to uſe them of a larger ſize, as the 
urethra becomes dilated, and is accuſtomed 
to bear them, They ought alſo to be 
gently introduced, avoiding force as much 
as poſſible, and humouring the paſſage ſo 
as not to give pain or fetch blood. | 
A knowledge of the force that may be 
neceſſary in paſſing a bougie cannot be ac- 
quired but by practice. Indeed the whole 
art of ſurgery is, in a great meaſure, ac- 
quired in this way. A man will learn 
more from ſeeing the operation once per- 
formed, or from having it done upon him- 
ſelf, than from twenty pages of deſcription. 
The time that a bougie ſhould remain 
in the urethra muſt” be regulated by the 


patient ” 


—— 


„ OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE URETHRA. 


patient's feelings. Few people at firſt can 
bear to keep them in above half an hour ; 
but, by cuſtom, they come to be able to 
let them continue. for ſeveral hours, and 
ſome ſleep with them in all night, Walk- 
ing and other exerciſe, while a bdugie is 
in the urethra, ought to be avoided, as it 
18 apt to hurt and inflame the parts. i 
Another mode of regulating the time 
for keeping a bougie in the urethra is the 
intention for which it is uſed, If it is in- 


troduced only with a view to draw off 


the water, there is no occaſion for its re- 
maining in, as the urine generally follows 
as ſoon as it is withdrawn. When the 
intention is to remove carruneles or ſtric- 


tures, it ought to be kept in for ſeveral 
bours, or all night, 11 the n can 


bear bel 
In uſing a bougie great care mould be 


taken to prevent its llipping into the blad- 
der, otherwiſe a painful and dangerous 


operation would be neceſſary for extract- 
ing it. This may always be prevented by 
EU. about half an inch of the thicker 
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end of the bougie, and tying a piece of 
narrow tape or pack- thread round it, of a 
ſufficient length to prevent its getting in- 
to the bladder ; or, if x ſhould Tip i in. to | 
draw it out again. | 
"* bougie ought always to be rried | 
fore it 18 introduced, by bending it A 
whole length with the finger, ſo as to be 
ſatisfied that it is elaſtic and tough at every 
part. Whether they had been impro- 
perly formed, or 117 till they were rot- 
ten, I do not know; but I have ſeen bou- 

pies, when attempted to be bent, ſnap like 
a bit of glaſs, The beſt way to have 
155 genuine is to apply to a perſon of 
character who makes them himſelf, and 
to pay the beſt prices, as they are ſold at 
very different rates; but cheap articles f 
this kind are never to be truſted. In- 
deed, in every thing belonging to medi- 
cine, whatever is fold low, is generally 
dobbiful, ME FOES 
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N © OF THE SWELLED TESTICLE, © 
A ſwelling of the teſticle is not pecu- 
liar to the gonorrhea. 1 have ſeen it 
where no ſuch diſeaſe ever had exiſted : 
But as it frequently occurs during the 
progreſs of this diſcaſe ; and is a very 


' troubleſome ſymptom, we ſhall mark its 
. progreſs, and point out the moſt likely 


means for leſſening the pain, and remov- 
ing the diſorder. 

Sometimes both teſticles ſwell ; but i i 
more frequently. happens only to one; 
though occaſionally they are affected in 
turns. The firſt attack is very painful; 
but afterwards the pain is inconſiderable. 
The ſwelling at firſt is chiefly confined to - 
one part of the teſticle ; afterwards, how- 
ever, and ſometimes in a very ſhort ſpace, 


it affects the whole. In the progreſs of 


the diſeaſe the teſticle becomes hard, the 
ſkin which covers it puts on an inflam- 


_ matory appearance, and the pain is ac- 
companied with a ſenſation as if the teſti- 


cle was moving or rolling about. 
When the. teſticle ſwells, the running 


; generally — This leads people to 


W 


OF, THE SWELLED TESTICLE. 4 


imagine that the ſwelling is occaſioned by 
the matter falling on the teſticle ; but it 
evidently proceeds from a transfer of the 
inflammation from the one part to the 
other, ariſing from ſympathy, or from ir- 
ritation. Whatever is the cauſe, it ought 
to be removed with all poſſible ſpeed, as 
it has many diſagreeable conſequences, | 


ſome of which continue for life, and even 


tend to deſtroy the power of procreation. 
As the conſequences ariſing from an 


inflamed teſticle are dangerous in propor- 
tion to the degree of .inflammation that 
takes place, our great aim muſt be to 
keep the inflammation as much under as 
poſſible.” This will be beſt effected by 
keeping the body gently open, applying 
anodynes and repellents to the parts affect- 
ed, uſing opiates internally 10 leeches 


externally. 


It has been ends RY ab Fd in | all Ta 
local inflammations one of the beſt reme- 
dies is bleeding. In full habits blood may 


be taken from the arm; but it will have 


a better effect if taken from the part, or 
as near to it as 3 This may be 
done 


nn enen dps 


done by appl ying leeches to the ſerotum. 
1 ſhall be told that, as the bite of a leech 


cannot reach the teſticle; it will be of no 


aſe But reaſoning is of little weiglit 


againſt daily obſervation. Long expe- 
rience has taught me the benefits of this 


practice; and I will venture to ſay, it is 
both che ſafeſt and beſt remedy for the 
inflamed in WR which © we are 19 9 
r e | 

What firſt led me to try this 1 
was the caſe of an officer of the army, 
who had the misfortune to get a ſwelled 


teſticle, a few days before he was obliged 


to embark with his regiment for the Weſt 
Indies. Something was to be done im- 
mediately: I ordered as many leeches as 


conveniently could to be applied to the 
ſerotum, and to be renewed occaſionally, 


as circumſtances might require. Buy this 
means the ſwelling and inflammation had 


ſio far ſubſided, in three or four days, that 


he was able to attend to his duty. 
When the bleeding is properly conduct- 


ed, there will be little oecaſion for any other 


medicine. It will be neceſſary, however, 
2¹ 8 "000 
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6 63 
to 3 the body gently open, dy ſuch 
things as are recommended in the go- 
norrhœa. When the pain is very intenſe, 
from twenty-five to thirty, or thirty-five 
drops of laudanum may be taken in a lit- 

-tle of the patient's drink, twice x day, or 
| oftener, if neceſſary to caſe the pain. 
Repellent applications are e 
ed, and may have their uſe. Some apply 
cloths dipped in brandy, others uſe a mix- | 
ture of Goulard's extract and water, a ; 
tea-ſpoonful to a tea-cupful, or ſo > While : 
many prefer poultices, made with the 
extract or ſugar of lead. I think a poul- 
tice of oat- meal, or of rye-meal and vi- 
negar, m_ to _ of 1 e 


A. - Su 


or GLEETS. | 

8 the gonorrhera a diſcharge from the 
urethra will, in ſome caſes, continue after 
the ſymptoms of inflammation have diſ- 
appeared. This is commonly known by 
the name of a gleet, and often proves 
very obſtinate. While the diſcharge i is 
capable of communicating the infection, 


it 
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8 . OF GLEETS. 


it cannot properly be called a \ gleet; but 
it is difficult to determine the preciſe time 
when this takes place: Some ſuppoſe, 


when. the diſcharge becomes tranſparent 


and viſcid, like mucus, that it ceaſes to 


be infectious, while others affirm, that, 


notwithſtanding theſe appearances, the 
infection may ſtill remain. 

While the inflammation which pro- 
duced the running continues, there is rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect that the infection is not ſub- 
dued, and that the matter then diſcharged 
is equally capable of communicating the 
diſeaſe as at the beginning. Till there- 
fore the diſcharge becomes clear and tranſ- 


parent, and the pain which accompanied 


the inflammatory ſtate of the diſeaſe has 


entirely ceaſed, we can never be certain 


that the gonorrhœa is radically cured, 
Sometimes the diſcharge will entirely 
diſappear, and the patient think himſelf 
well, when, from irregularity, violent 
exertions, riding on horſeback, too early 
commerce with women, or ſuch-like, 
the n will break out again, with 


every 


every mark of a freſh infection: But 

| when the patient has no reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect that he has caught the diſeaſe anew, 
he has no occaſion to be uneaſy at this 
appearance; as it will ſoon ceaſe on a 
re-application - of the medicines N 
ſtopped it before. v 

When people find that this diſcharge 5 

does not communicate infection, they are 
apt to be indifferent, and to let it run on 
without uſing any means to put a ſtop to 
it. This, however, is wrong, as a long 
continuance of the running, not only 
weakens the ſyſtem, but lays the founda- 


tion of ſome affections of the urethra and 


neighbouring parts, which may prove 

vo troubleſome and obſtinate,- 
This complaint furniſhes a ſtrong a ar- 
gument in favour of aſtringent injections, 
as it is often the conſequence of a long- 
continued gonorrhœa. Indeed the beſt 
method of cure, in its moſt obſtinate ſtate, 
is by injections. Aſtringents taken by the 
mouth have, no doubt, their uſe; but the 


moſt efficacious medicines, alter al, aro. 
„ 3+. 
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thoſe which man the n of _ 
gent injeQtions. * 
__ though 0 REF RD cntetnally are 
' uſeful;. yet they are not ſoleby to be relied 
upon. Among theſe we reckon the bark 
and ſteel, either taken ſeparately or con- 
junctly. They * be uſed i in the +a 
lowing manner: 

Take We cinQure of the bark, 
three ounce s 

Tincture of eels % r Mix, 
and take a tea · ſpoonful in a glaſs of rock 
wine, three or four times a day. 

Or, if the patient prefers a e v 

Take filings of ſteel prepared, one dram. 
Extract of Peruvian bark, two drams. 

Oil of caraway ſeeds, twenty · ſive drops 

Let theſe be made into thirty pills, one 
of * — 
n 
a eee wha likewiſe their 
| ule, which, by the: bye, ought rather to 
| be; called. tonics. The principal of theſe 
is the cold bath; but What I. chiefly. re- 
commend is/eehathing. Tbis is not on- 
Slot ly 


ly more ſafe than the freſh-witer bath; as 
the patient is not ſo apt to take cold; Sie 
as obftinate venereal complaints are 1 85 
accompanied with a fcrophulous taint, it | 
may prove doubly uſefdl, 0900 
We have fewbetter tonics than tl Tun- 
bridge waters. As they prove beneficial 
to women afflicted with the whites, we 
may conelude that they would be of uſe 
in gleets. They ought, however, to be 
drunk with caution, as they prove heating; 


if taken in large quantities. Thoſe*who . 


drink them ought likewiſe to live- regu= 
larly. I have known much miſchief done 
by ufing theſe waters, and, at the ane 
time, making free with” wine. 
The ſtimulating aſtringent balfams are 
likewiſe recommended in the gleet; as 
the balſam of Capaiba; the Canada bal- 
ſam, &c. From twenty to thirty drops 
of either of theſe may be taken oh à bit 
of ſugar four or five times à day. But 
vrhat Ihave found to anf wer ſtill better tar 


the balſams is the tincture of Catechu; 


A tea · ſpoonful of it may be eee 
of red wine three or four times a day. 
3 Bs. " 0 
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| a When tonics and injections fail, ſome- 
Riz - times bougies will ſucceed. They anſwer 
| N 1 nearly the ſame purpoſe as ſtimulating in- 
Iecdtions, and are more ſafe. Bougies 
ER compoſed of the moſt ſimple ingredients 
| _ will often effect the purpoſe of exciting 
L. bj a ſufficient degree of inflammation : But, 
if they ſhould fail, they are eaſily rendered 
more active by dipping them in oil of 
turpentine, in a thin liniment of wax and 
oil, with a ſmall proportion of red preci- 
pitate, or in common baſilicon, reduced 
with oil of turpentine, to the conſiſtence 
of a liniment. 

There is reaſon to 1 that * ö 
moſt efficacious medicine for this com- 
plaint is the cold bath; but few pa- 
tients have reſolution to perſiſt in the uſe 
of it for a ſufficient length of time. I 
have been told by a gentleman who had 
been afflicted with a gleet for above k 
twenty. years, that he had often put a 
ſtop to it, for ſome time, by bathing in 
cold water; but that not having ſufficient 

reſolution to perſiſt in it, the complaint 
had always returned. This gentleman, 
t & I theugh 
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OF WARTS AND EXCORIATIONS. 69 
though very diſſipated, had, at the time I 
ſaw him, a wife and ſome healthy chil- 
_ dren; which-ſhews that the diſeaſe does 


not prevent procreation. 


OF WARTS AND EXCORIATIONS. 
Warts ſometimes affect the glans and 
prepuce on the termination of a_gonor- 
rhœa. They are more troubleſome than 
dangerous, and may generally be removed 
by the application of cauſtics: Of theſe 
the moſt gentle are firſt to be tried, and, 
if they fail, recourſe muſt be had to the 
more active. I have often cut them off 
with a pair of ſharp ſeiſſas. 
When excoriations happen, on only 
require the application of ſome aſtringent 
. waſh, Bathing the parts frequently with 
a ſolution of white vitriol, or a mixture 
of Goulard's extract in water, of the 
ſame ſtrength as that recommended in 
the gonorrhea, w * anſwer N pur. 
85 | - 
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Tus e 9 which makes 
ſuch havock of the human ſpecies, 


—_ --_- 2 neglected, 18 generally ſo gentle at 
þ its firſt appearance, and fo very tractable, 

= that chere is no diſeaſe where the practi- 
tioner gets ſo much money and credit for 
1 doing ſo little: But that little muſt be 
1 done 1 due time, otherwiſe the diſeaſe 


g acquires a force, which the moſt ſkilful 

: phyſician 3 is not always able to overcome, 
i I be lues venerea is generally intro- 4 
. 5 duced; into the ſyſtem by means of a chan- 


cre. If this. is properly treated, the diſ- 
eaſe. ſeldom proceeds any efarther ; but, 
met It is neglected, 3 it will produce the 

| por, 


| tions. 


of MR Aid n n 
pbx, and a train of dreadful conſequences. 


If all theſe confequences can 1 
by 4 proper treatment of the chaiere; 


its firſt appearance, it will atuount to N | 


the ſume 45 eradicating the lues venerea 
altogether. How fat this is practicable 
will appeur mi the er ta 


2 


ii 34", & 


For the laſt doeh Feats; 1 
think one day has paſſed on Heth I hav 
not ſeen the venereal diſeaſe, in olle ſhape 
or other; yet during All chat petiod ! do 


not recollect one inſtance of 4 patient, | 


who applied to me, o tHe Hrſt appears 
ance” of 4 chanere, beconnüg ported: 
Though a Eliaticte is the origin ef; ad 


will ſeldom fall to produce 4 pox, H fafs 


fered to take its coutſe; by it -Eatn6t 


khan the perſon who Has beth "th 


with propriety be called 4 Box, an more 
Hee 


for the ſmall pox; cati Be- fad to ber 
under on pp n It is pombe 
habit. | nnen 

a Though e chancres art tbt Tonner 
1 Partiellar part of the body; yet'they 


1 4 genen 
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generally appear on the glans or prepuce, 
and frequently on the frenum which 


joins the two together. Sometimes I have 
ſeen them on the back of the penis, and 


even on the ſcrotum and pubis. When 
chancres appear on other parts, as the fin- 
gers, lips, &c, the infection has not been 
received in the common way, but by 
means of a wound, or by ſome of the 


| ſofter parts coming into coma ane 
venereal ulcer, 


The period at which eee appear, 
ar impure connexion, is uncertain, 


They, generally make their appearance in 


a few days; though ſometimes weeks 


elapſe before the patient is informed, by 
a chancre, that he has received the in- 
fection. This may depend on the irrita- 


bility of the parts to which the poiſon. is 
applied, on the degree of acrimony with 
which the matter is endued, or on = 


quantity lodged an the part. 


Though chancres aſſume different ap- 
ces, a perſon accuſtomed to look at 
them will ſeldom be deceived. To others a 
5 5 Ks a . | defi- 


dn rox. op. 
definition would be of little uſe. Every 
perſon muſt know when he has been in 
danger of catching the infection. If, in 
a few days after a ſuſpieious connexion, 
he perceives a {mall ſpeck of a pale red- 
diſh colour on the parts where chaneres 
commonly appear; and if this ſpeck gra- 
dually becomes a ſmall boil, which aſter- 
wards burſts into an ulcer; he has reaſon 
to believe that the infection has taken 
place, and that he mem for 
the greater po. 23H 
Sometimes there is n one * 
pu they more frequently come in clus 
ters, and often run into one another, ſo 
as to cover almoſt the whole prepuce, and 


18 


There is a wonderful fimilarity in the progreſs of 
the infection in the lues venerea and inoculated ſmall pox. 
If a (mall quantity of matter taken from a puſtule on the 
point of a lancet is introduced under the cuticle, in two 
or three days a ſmall ſpeck of a reddiſh colour appears, 
which gradually becomes à pock. The matter of this 
pock, taken up the lymphatics, ans | 


tem, communicates he diſeaſe, 


| * 
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give the appearance of a foul ſpreading 
ulcer. Theſe ulcers generally have callous | 
edges, and diſcharge a thin ichor. In 
this, however, as well as in their ſize, they 
differ widely from one another. The 
moſt certain criterion of à venereal ulcer 
is, that, inſtead of healing like another 
' where mercury is | adminiſtered, If 
| | under the uſe of this medicine the fore + 
ho a diſpoſition to heal, there is little 
| reaſon to doubt of its being venereal. 
Though chancres, under proper treat- 
ment, ſoon put on a healing appearance; 
| yet, in ſome caſes, owing perhaps to the 
3118 patient's conſtitution, or the peculiar viru- 
| lence of the matter, they will ſpread, be- 
come phagedenic ulcers, and deſtroy, not 
only the glans, but even the whole penis. 
As this never happened to any patient 
who had been under my care, from the 
commencement of the diſeaſe, 1am in- 


euned to think it is owing either to un- 
| | Proper treatment or neglect. 
ZN Some 


oF THE.TREATMENT OF-CHANCRES. - 7g 


Some authors think that theſe corrod- 
jag chancres are owing to the peculiar 
acrimony of the matter by which the in- 
fection was communicated; but to me 
this matter appears doubtful. I have 
found theſe chancres, even where they 
had deſtroyed a Part of the penis, yield to 
a proper treatment as readily as any other. 
That the matter which produces the lues 
mony, I will not pretend to deny; but 
that this will not account fairly for its ef- 
fects on different habits, is preſumable 
from What happens in other diſeaſes. 
Twenty patients inoculated, for the ſmall 
pox with matter taken from the ſame per- 
ſon, ſhall each of. them have the diſeaſe 
in a different degree, and to ſore: one of 
them it fall 80 9 rtl 


Fa 
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or e or CHANCRES: . 
The firſt caution which Fſhall give con- 
eerniog chancres, i is, to keep them eafy, 


and 
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and free from all irritation. The cure of 
a chancre may be greatly retarded by 
walking, riding, or violent exerciſe of 


any kind. Theſe not only tend to fret 


che ſore, but to increaſe the inflammation, 
and promote the abſorpion of the virus, 


to diffuſe it more quickly over the ſyſ- 
tem, and to render the diſeaſe both more 
dangerous and difficult of cure. 

The next caution concerns the patient's 
mode of living. There is no occaſion for 
ſtarving a patient during the cure of a 
chancre ; but ſome reſtraint ſhould be put 


upon his appetite, No perſon ſhould in- 


dulge in wine anda luxurious diet, during 
a courſe of mercury; otherwiſe he will 
not only retard the cure, but endanger a 
hemorrhage, by keeping up too great a 
plethora, or fulneſs of the veſſels. 

An important rule with regard to the 


treatment of chancres is, to keep them 


clean. This alone would go far to pre- 
vent all the miſchief done by what are 


| axed corroding | The diſcharge 


from 


OF CHANCRES, | —_ 


from a wound acts as a kind of bellen, | 
and promotes the cure ; whereas the mat- 
ter thrown out by a chancre is generally 
of an acrid nature, and corrodes the parts 
with which it comes into contact. The 
more frequently therefore this matter is 
removed the better. 

L have often found the penis fo corroded 
by theſe eating chancres as to be almoſt 
deſtroyed. In ſuch caſes I order the ſores 
to be waſhed ſeveral times a day with 
milk and water a little warm, applied by 
means of a ſyringe; and, when waſhed, 
to be filled with dry lint. After the lint. 
has ſtayed in for ſome hours, and has be- 
come moift by abſorbing the matter, I or- 
der it to be taken out, the ſores again 
waſhed, and the lint to be applied as be- 
fore. By this treatment, and the uſe of 
mercury, I have always been able to ſtop 
the progreſs of any corroding chancre that 
came under my care, and I have n 
think it always might be done. 5 

To a patient who has got a chancre my 5 
firſt advice is, to keep it clean. This he 
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can eaſily do by means of a ſyringe, ortak- 
ing water in his mouth, andholdingittill the 
chill is off, then pouring, or ſpouting it, on 
the ſore with as much force as he can bear. 
The part may afterwards be died by preff- 
ing it gently witli a ſoft rag, I never apply 
any healing ſalve to a chanere; it will al- 
ways heal of itſelf, provided a ſufficient 
quantity of mercury is thrown into the 
ſyſtem. Should it be healed by any other 
means, the conſequences might be dan- 
gerous. | j | > 11 [ern if 
When the chaucres are dried up ſud- 
denly, there is always reaſon to dread ſome 
bad conſequences. Inſtead of ſkinning 
over the chancre, and making the patient 
believe he is eured, a practiee but too com- 
mon, I generally endeavour to keep it 
open, eſpecially when it ſeems diſpoſed to 
Real quiekly. I think it is ſafer practice 
not to uſe any eſcharoties, as they tend 
to Heal the chancres too ſoon, and to ex- 
cite buboes. When tlie chaneres ſeem 
diſpoſed to ſpread, I generally order them 
to be n with ealomel, which 
— NIN 18 
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. OF, CHANCRES, | | 79 
is one way aus den into the 
| ſyſtem. 72 1.4307 TON + 
Ons; ths * Fol Nia of: the: 
chancre l begin to throw in the mercury 
in whatever form is moſt agreeable to the 
patient. If he prefers a pill, I order him 
to take tvo grains of calcined mercury, 
made into a pill with crumb: of bread; 
evening and morning. If his mouth is not 
ſore, in a few days, he may take two pills at 
night andone in the morning; and, if theſe 
do not excite ſome degree of ſalivation, 
two may be taken morning and evening. 
I ſeldom find more than four grains in 
the day neceſſary ta make the mouth ſore,, 
and, after it has been made fare, one grain 
ori two a day will generally be ſufficient 
to keep it ſo. I ſay keep it ſo; for hat- 
ever boaſting quacks may pretend, if the 
mercury does not make: the mouth ſane, 
and if the ſoreneſs is not kept up for 
ſome. times che cant it ait be e 
ed on. nt 0797! n en | 
Should the: alle gripe er run i by 
ſtool, it will be neceſſaty to correct them 
by adding the quarter f a grain of opium 
by IM | | to 
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to each pill. If the bowels are ſo tender 
as not to retain them even when corrected, 
the mercurial ointment muſt be uſed in 
eit ſtead. It is fortunate for thoſe who 
cannot take mercury by the mouth, or 
whoſe bowels will not bear it, that it can 
be adminiſtered by the {kin, with: Pj 
if not greater effece. | 
The patient may 3 EO a ines * 
_ of the dintment every day, which is to 


de rubbed into the inner {ide of the thigh 


with a warm hand before the fire. Should 
the ſkin become inflamed and tender, the 
part muſt be changed; and, if the patient 
ĩs not able to rub it in ſufficiently himſelf, 

he muſt employ ſome other perſon to do 
it for him. If the ointment is pure, it will 
almoſt entirely diſappear; but, if the 
mercury is adulterated, it will leave a 
quantity of black ſtuff on the ſkin that 
will not diſappear by any degree of frio- 
tion. The quantity of ointment may be 
gradually increaſed to two drams a day: 
One half to be uſed at vight, and une a 
nn fk os 
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1.1 is impoſſible to aſoertain beforehand 
the exact quantity of ointment that will 
be neceſſary to perform a eure. It ought, 
however, to be continued till the ſymp- 
toms diſappear, and for ſome time longer, 
as it is better to go a little beyond the 
mark than to leave any remains of the 
diſorder in the ſyſtem. It is ſeldom we 
can truſt to fewer than thirty or forty 
drams; and, in many caſes, double that 
number will be neceſſary, before the ſymp- 
toms diſappear. 

Though the mouth ought to be kept 
tender for ſome time, it is not the ſore 
mouth that cures the diſeaſe ; thabiswnly 
a mark of the Ayſtem's being impreg- | 
nated with the medicine, Under; theſe 
circumſtances, if the ſymptoms diſappear, 
we have reaſon to conclude that the pa- 
tient is cured j but, for the greater ſecu- 
rity, the medicines ought always to be 
perſiſted i in for ſome time longer.. 

Though a chancre will generally pro- 
duce a pox z yet, if the preceding courſe 
is _ perſiſted in, len ſeldom be the 

2 caſe j 
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- caſe; at leaſt I have ſeen few inſtances of 
its having happened. I muſt therefore 
conclude, that when a pox is the conſe- 
© quence of a chancre, it is, generally ſpeax- 
ig, either the fault of the patient, or of 
his phyſician; as this dreadful malady 
may in moſt caſes be prevented by proper 
medicines, duly perſiſted in, during, what 
1 call, the chancred ſtate. Improper 
treatment, or neglect, during this period 
of the diſeaſe, does moſt of the miſchief. 


OF THE PHYMOSIS AND PARAPHYMOSIS. 
When the foreſkin is ſo contracted, that 

the glans cannot be uncovered, the diſ- 
ceeaſe is called a phymoſis; and, when the 
contraction is formed behind the glans, ſo 
as the ſkin cannot be bi ought forward, it 
goes by the name of a paraphymoſis : 
Though, generally ſpeaking, theſe ſymp- 
toms accompany ' a" venereal taint, yet 
they may both exiſt where there is no in- 
fection of that kind; but, when this is 
| the © eaſe, they are wot ſo dangerous. 


I have 


* 
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I have ſeen the phymoſis in ſuch a de- 


gree, where there was not the leaſt ſymp» 
tom of infection, that it was neceſſary to 
lay open the prepuce, to enable the patient 


to paſs his urine. This patient had ſymp- 
toms of the gravel, and ſuch a continual 


itching in the point of his penis, that he 
could not refrain from rubbing it. This | 


ſeemed to be the cauſe of the contraction, 
which was ſo great, that he could not 
paſs one drop of water without uſing a 
knitting-needle to remove the enen 
matter that ſtopped up the paſſage. 2 
Theſe parts are ſo differently formed, 


in different men, that ſome may be ſaid 


to have a natural phymoſis; while others 
have the reverſe. I have ſeen the fore- 
{kin ſo long, that above three inches of it 


were amputated, in order. to diſcover the 


glans: In others, the glans never is co- 


vered, but remains expoſed during life. 


Neither of theſe is attended with any 
conſiderable degree of inconvenience, 
unleſs in a diſeaſed ſtate. When inflams 
mation occurs, in ſuch a conſtruction of 

G 2 the 
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tie parts, ſtrictures are more likely to be 


formed, and are likewiſe with more dif- 
ficulty removed, than in patients where 
the prepuce moves eaſily over the glans. 

There is a ſpecies of phymoſis, owing 
0 conſtruction, which T have found it 
neceſſary to remove, though not accom- 
panied with any diſeaſe : I mean, where 


the frenum adheres to the glans from the 


bottom to the top. This not only im- 
pedes the buſineſs of generation, but, 
when diſeaſe takes place, it prov oves highly 
inconvenient, as the ſimple operation of 


ſeparating it from the glans cannot then 


be performed, on account of che inflam- 
mation and ſwelling: Nor can the glans 


be completely uneovered . this ad- 
_ Hefion remains. | 


Caſes of OY Abswile occur 
without infection. A feeble old man had 


dratvyn back the prepuee behind the glans, 


and not being able to return it, was ſuf- 
fered to remain in tliis ſituation for above 
à weck, though daily viſited by a country 
firgevn. "Novwhtllianding a conſidera- 

I ble 
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ble degree of inflammation and ſwelling 
had taken place, I was able to remove the 
complaint, without an inciſion, in leſs than 
a quarter of an hour. Had the ſtric- 
ture continued much longer, a mortiſica- 
tion muſt have enſued; yet the patient 

was never apprized of his danger. 
I have known ſome young men bring 
on a violent paraphymoſis, by acting on a 
wrong principle. One who had pulled 
back the ſkin, and kept it there till it could 
not be returned without making inciſions 


on both ſides, ſaid he did it on purpoſe, 
to keep the glans cool. In this caſe, 
though the ſtricture was removed, yet the 
glans was never completely covered, and 
the foreſkin remained thickened, which, 


- Bows frequently bring ot on a diſorder ſimilar to this 
| by clipping rings over the glans: Not being able to bring 
them back, a violent inflammation enſues, which cannot 
be removed, unleſs the ring is cut or broken, a thing not 
eaſily effected when it is deep ſunk in the fleſh. The 
boy, cither from fear or ſhame, is generally deterred from 
making his ſituation known till the caſe WONT en- 
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in all probability, will be the aq mer 
che patient's life. 
Though every method is to be uſed to 
keep the glans clean by injections, and 
cool by fomentations, poultices, &c.; yet 
no attempt ſhould be made to draw the 
{ſkin forcibly back, till the inflammation 
has abated ; otherwiſe, in all probability, 
a ſtricture will be formed behind the glans, 
which will be more dangerous and diffi- 
cult to remove than the former. 
A phymoſis frequently occurs in go- 
norrhcea ; but the moſt dangerous is that 
Which ariſes from a chancre concealed 
under the prepuce. This, if neglected, 
will not only keep up the inflammation 
and thickening of the prepuce, but will 
corrode the glans, and even the body of 
the penis, ſo as totally to deſtroy the 
powers of ent, and of connubial 
happineſs. 
As a phymoſis from a venereal 21 is 
always accompanied with inflammation, 
our great aim muſt be to remove that, or 
to prevent iis running too high, To ef- 
| fect 
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fect theſe important purpoſes, the patient 
_ ought to avoid all violent exertions, to live 
temperate, or rather low, to bleed, and uſe 
cooling purges, with emollient applica- 
tions to the parts affected. The genitals 
fhould be ſuſpended in a proper bandage, 
and the penis frequently ſoaked in warm 
milk and water: The glans ought like- 
wiſe to be cleaned, by throwing up ſome 
warm milk and water with a ſyringe be- 
tween it and the prepuce ſeveral times a 
day | | Tuba api. 
Where theſe things are duly perſiſted 
in, the inflammation may generally be 
kept under, and in time removed; but, if 
neglected, and the inflammation ſuffered 
to run. on, much miſchief, may enſue. 
Moſt of the caſes which have come un- 
der my eye, where the penis was mate- 
rially injured, belonged to this claſs, and 
the injury had been occaſioned either by 
the improper conduct of the patient, or 
the inattention of thoſe who had the care 
of him. | 


% a 
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10A'man of an inflammatory habit, and 
very irregular in his mode of living, while 
afflicted with a virulent gonorrhoea, went 
to a fesſt in the country; where ſome ath- 
letie games were celebrated: He excelled 
in running, wreſtling, and playing at foot- 
Ball. Not contented with coming off con- 
queror at all of theſe; he muſt likewiſe be 
the hero of the bottle, to accompliſh 
which he ſat up all night, and, according 
to the vulgar phraſe, laid all his compa- 
nions under the table. The conſequence 
Was a violent inflammation, which did 
great injury ta the en * d pact 
coft him His life; - 
For the ea ambes of fockiodindga, 
men have themſelves only to blame: But 
fometimes the Faculty are in fault. A few 


days ago 1 attended an operation; which 


evinced the danger of ſuffering chancres 
to lie concealed under the prepuce. A 
young man who had been eight months 

under the care of a ſurgeon, and, during 
10 that ne, had been ſwallowing mer- 


cury 
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eury for the cure of a phymoſis, was ſo 
far from getting better, that he grew daily 
worſe. Night and day he was racked 
with extreme pain, till at length, worn 
down to a ſhadow, he was rs 
ply to me, 5 ονẽj⁸5; 
Convinced that hicpatibras — 5 
by chancres lurking under the glans, L de- 
fired a ſurgeon to lay open the prepuce to 
the very bottom of the glans, when all 
that appeared of this part of the penis 
was about the ſize of a common - pea. 
The patient, in leſs than a fortnight, with- 
out taking one grain of mercury, was per- 
fectly well. Had this operation not been 
performed, the young man muſt have been 
totally deprived of his virility, and pro- 
bably of his life. This is not the only 
time I have ſeen the eee W 3 
"= equal ſuecceſs. | | 
Whenever a pyckecit 25 a eme 
as obſtinate, and is tortured with pain, 
he has reaſon to ſuſpect that ſome bad 
work is going on under the prepuee. It 
is then time to take further advice; and, 
rd | i 
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if an n is recommended by a man 
of experience and obſervation, it ought to 
be performed without delay. I am no 
friend to operations where they can be 
avoided; but in ſuch caſes delays are dan- 
I am inclined to think, if due attention 
were paid to fomentations, poultices, 
emollient injections, &c. inciſions would 
ſeldom be neceſſary; but people are very 
apt to neglect things that are in their own 
power, and truſt to medicine, which they 
think poſſeſſes a ſpecific virtue to remove 
this complaint, under whatever form it 
may appear. This, however, is a great 
miſtake: The parts of generation are of- 
ten deſtroyed where immenſe quantities 
. mercury have been taken. 
If, after all endeavours, the prepuce 79 
cannot be drawn back, and if livid-co- 
loured ſpots ſhould appear on the outſide, 
the foreſkin ſhou}d be immediately cut 
aſunder, and the ulcers laid open. Many 
people think the very name of an in- 
2 implies mutilation; in this caſe, 


how- 
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however, mutilation ſeldom takes place, - 
but from the neglect of inciſions. - - 
The paraphymoſis, during the ſtate of 
inflammation, muſt be in all reſpects treat- 
ed as the phymoſis. The prepuce muſt, 
if poſſible, be brought over the glans, by 
pulling it forward with the hand, and, at 
the ſame time, compreſſing the glans, and 
puſhing it backwards with the fingers. 
This operation will be greatly aſſiſted by 
the uſe of ſome oil or ſoft liniment. hs 

To leſſen the inflammation, low diet, 
bleeding, ſoft poultices, and emollient fo- 
mentations, are to be uſed in the ſame man- 
ner as for the phymoſis. In both caſes 
I have always experienced the greateſt 
advantage from the application of leeches: 
Nor do I recollect to have ſeen any, 1 | 
conſequences from them. | 

Should all attempts to bring the Wan 
ſkin over the glans fail, and there is dan- 
ger of a mortification taking place, it will 
be neceſſary to make inciſions quite 
through the folds of the prepuce, in or- 
5 8 to Fon a ſtrangulation and conſe- 


quent | 
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- quent mortification of the part. In ſome 
caſes of. ſtrangulation, the glans abſolutely 
drops off, and the patient is cured by an 
effort of nature without an operation. 

I am inclined to think that moſt, if 
not all, the baneful conſequences ariſing 
from the paraphymoſis, might be prevent- 
ed, by a ſufficient attention to the diſeaſe 
in its firſt ſtages. Were the patient care- 
ful to avoid cold, hard drinking, and vio- 
lent exertions, during the inflammatory 
Fate, he would ſeldom have occaſion to 
regret the mangling and maiming which 
may afterwards be neceſſary to fave his 

e. E Stilo agen 1 8 4 

I have dwelt the longer on theſe ſymp- 
toms becauſe they are rather lightly paſl- 
ed over by moſt vrriters on this ſubject ; 
and likewiſe becauſe. I have ſeen more 
miſchief occaſioned by neglecting them, 
than any other ſymptoms of the venereal 
diſeaſe. Theſe occur in the early ſtages 
of the diſorder, and the nouns in vene- 
real practice ſuffers them to run on till 
they become not only more than a match 


for 
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for his ſkill, but ſometimes ſufficiently 
formidable even to the-moſt experienced 
veteran of the Faculty. 

It is neceſſary to obſerye, that where 
ſymptoms of ſyphilis prevail, which is 
generally the caſe both in the phymoſis 
and paraphymoſis, it will be proper to 
adminiſter mercury in the ſame manner 
as is ee YOM the treatment 
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| ANY medicines have heen recom- 
mended in the cure of lues vene- 
rea, ſome of which have been deemed 
ſpecifics ; but none of them, except mer- 
| cury, is entitled to that appellation, or has 
= ſtood the teſt of time. This medicine . 
| may be truly called a ſpecific. When 
duly adminiſtered in the lues venerea, it 
will be found almoſt infallible. When 
mercury fails in making a cure, it is either 
owing to its being badly prepared, or im- 
properly adminiſtered. A cure is not to 
be expected from the uſe of mercury, af- 
ter the parts neceſſary for carrying on the 
bo” functions of life have been deſtroyed. 
| Theſe cannot be reſtored by mercury, and 
: the 
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the patient muſt die. I have been con- | 

ſulted for a man the half of whoſe face 
was eaten away by the pox, and part of the 
brain laid bare. No one would blame 


mercury if it did not en in 1 Am a 
caſe. | 


When; by EW PR poxes, We conſti- 
tution has been deſtroyed, and the pow- 
ers of life exhauſted, mercury'cannot be 
expected to reſtore them; but while there 
is a conſtitution to work upon, this me- 
dicine will do wonders.” T have known 
it ſucceed even where a conſumption, arif< 
ing from a venereal taint, had made great 
progreſs ; and Mr. Bell ſays, he hag ſeen 
the aſthma, rheumatiſm, epilepſ v, and lu- 
nacy itſelf, when induced * che . 
taint, yield to mercury. 1 

It is now a common practice to mY 
miniſter mercury as an alterative. This 
manner of taking mercury muſt meet 
the wiſhes of moſt patients; but, to 
uſe an old ſaying, there is reaſon to fear 
Hot is ſhutting the door while the thief 
remains in the houſe,” It is à pleaſant 
thing 
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thing for a man to hear that he may go! 
about his buſineſs, may eat and drink 
what he pleaſes, go abroad in all wea- 
thers, and be AP. ouret] of a con- 
armed px. r 
The delicate beau, 8 54 not ©for 
the world have his breath ſmell, will graſp 
at a method of cure without affecting 
the mouth. Such a method may ſucceed 
now and then, but I would not adviſe 
any one to truſt to it, Till the mouth is 
affecteil we can never be certain that the 
mercury has entered theſſyſtem; and, un- 
leſs the ſyſtem is ſaturated, the effects are 
ſeldom permanent. I an 5 
Ido not mean to e ** old 


and juſtly exploded practice of exhibiting 


mercury, ſo as to raiſe a violent ſalivation, 


This was productive of many bad conſe- 


quences, and is by no means neceſſary. 
All the purpoſes of mercury may be an- 
wered in a much milder way: I mean, 
by a. gentle ſelivation or a moderate de- 


tee of ſoreneſs of the mouth, being kept 
-up fox a confiderable length of time. 


If 


£ he 
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If man could keep a medium he would 
be perfect; but this is not in his nature: 
He flies from one extreme to another, and 
is equally wrong in both. This has been 
ſtrictly the caſe with regard to the exhi- 
bition of mercury. Many conſtitutions 
were ruined by puſhing it too far; and 
now effects equally hurtful are produced, 
from its being too ſparingly adminiſtered. 
Me are therefore to follow a middle courte, 
and, if poſſible, to avoid the bad conſe- 
quences ariſing from either of the ex- 
tremes. | 

All attempts to aſcertain - the preciſe 
mode of operation of mercury, in the 
cure of lues venerea, have hitherto prov- 
ed abortive: Nor would it be of much 
importance were it known. To eſtabliſh 
the character of a medicine, it is ſuffi- 
cient to know, that, exhibited in a given 
quantity for a certain length of time, it 
will remove a diſorder, which, without it, 
would prove deſtructive to the patient. 

There is no ſtandard by which we can 
fix the exact quantity of mercury neceſ- 


i fary 
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ſary for effecting a cure. The difference 
of conſtitutions is ſuch, that what will 
cure in one caſe will not be ſufficient in 
another; beſides, there are many other 
circumſtances, as age, ſex, climate, conſti- 
tution, ſituation in life, and ſuch like, 
that muſt be taken into conſideration in 
the adminiſtration of mercury. 


Mercury is, notwithſtanding, the moſt 


certain medicine with which we are ac- 
quainted. Even the bark is not ſo ſure 
to ſucceed in intermitting fevers as mer- 
cury in the cure of the venereal diſeaſe: 
But the ſucceſs of both depends on 
the mode of exhibition. Bark may 
be taken for a twelvemonth without 
curing an ague; yet, the fame, quantity 
taken in the courſe of one month will re- 
move the diſeaſe. 

- The ſame rule holds with regard to 
mercury: Its effects cannot be eſtimated 
by the quantiry given, without attending 
to the time in which it was adminiſtered. 
Indeed this rule applics to moſt medicines. 
If the patient begins with ſmall doſes, 

even 
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even of poiſons; he may uſe:themtill they = 
loſe their effect, ſora WW jet have: any 
influence on the conſtitu tion. 
Mercury, as a mineral, or taken in its 
crude ſtate, is almoſt inert: If it acts at 
all as a medicine, in this ſtate; its action 
depends chiefly on its weight and fluidity? 
Its virtues as a medicine muſt therefore 
depend on the modes of preparing it. 
Theſe, indeed, are manifold; but, as my 
practice is confined to a very few, I ſhall 
only take notice of thoſe, and ſhall add a 
few obſervations relative to the modes of 
preparing, and of adminiſtering them in 
the different ſtages of the diſorder,” ' 7 
The preparations of mercury chiefly 
employed by me are, the ointment, the 
_ calcined mercury, the mild muriated mer- 
cury, the calomel, and the corroſive ſub- 
 limate : But, as I do not mean to inſtruct 
my readers in the chymical proceſſes for 
preparing medicines, but to recommend 
thoſe already prepared; all I have to ob- 
ſerve is, that they ſhould be careful h 
purchaſe them from men of reputation, 
H 2 N 8 
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as no art affords more opportunities of 


ſophiſtication than chymiſtr y. ; 


Even the ecrude mercury is ſeldom to 


be obtained pure. It poſſeſſes the power 


of diſſolving other metals, and keeping 


them ſuſpended; for which reaſon it 
oüght always to be purified before it, is 
prepared into any form of medicine: 


But, ſuppoſing the mercury to be pure, 


even the moſt ſimple preparation of it is 
apt to be improperly made. Both the 


common pill and the ointment are pre- 


pared merely by trituration; but, as their 


whole virtue depends on the complete ſe- 
paration of the globules, unleſs the tri- 
turation is continued for a very conſider- 
able length of time, the medicine is ts 
for nothing ; 

Though the ae ointment poſ⸗ 
ſeſſes thany advantages ; over wy other 


10 4 01 12 | 

. * Jam convinced that no mode of preparing mercury 
is preferable to ſimple trituration ; but, to ſeparate the 
particles of this mineral ſufficiently by trituration, eſpe- 
giallyin a dry form, would require more labour than I 
en de diſpoſed to beſtow upon it... 


* Y > : Prepa- 
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preparation of mercury z- yet the mode 
of applying it is ſo troubleſome andidiſas 
greeable, that moſt patients wiſh, to avoid 
it, No other mode of application hows 
ever has yet been thought of, which ef- 
fectually anſwers the ſame purpoſe. For 
this reaſon we muſt continue the uſe of 
the ointment, till time or obſervation 
ſhall diſcover'a better mode of 3 
mercury into the ſyſtem. | s sd 

One of the greateſt inconveniences at- 
tending the adminiſtration of mercury is 
the effect it often has on the ſtomach and 
bowels. The bowels of many patients 


are quite unable to bear the mercury in 


ſuch quantity as is neceſſary to cure the 
diſeaſe. Indeed, when mercury runs off 
by ſtool, it is very apt to diſappoint the 
expectations of the phyſician; and the 
quantity of opium neceſſary to eorrect 
this tendency, is often ſo great as to ren- 
der the patient ſtupid and uncomfortable, 
Mercury will, no doubt, ſometimes affect 
the bowels, even when” uſed exteriidlly; 
but this is not near ſo apt to happen 

Hg as 
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ſeſſes great powers as a medicine, it is 
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as when the medicine is taken by the 
mouth, 787 i Nr 
Though the mercurial ointment has 
many advantages, and will ſucceed in 


moſt common caſes; yet, in obſtinate ve- 


nereal affections, I never truſt to it alone. 
I have ſeen nodes of long ſtanding yield 
to the calcined mercury, after an im- 
menſe quantity of the ointmetit had 
been applied without any apparent be- 


nefit. A patient who had loſt a great 


Part of the genitalia told me, that, by the 
advice of an eminent phyſician, he had 
uſed above ſixty drams of mercurial oint- 
ment, without any benefit; yet this gen- 
tleman was perfectly cured by the cor- 


roſive ſublimate, accompanied with the 


Liſbon diet drink, in leſs than fix 
Weeks, and continues well to this day. I 
had. reaſon, however, to ſuſpect, that he 
had not done juſtice to the ointment, be- 


jag a Spaced man and a very iovgular 
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not fo much in uſe as formerly. The 
taſte is highly diſguſting, and 3+ is rather 
hurtful tothe ſtomach and BU Wels. Where 
theſe effects can be obviated, it is an ex- 
cellent medicine, particularly in venereal 
affections of the ſæin. The beſt way to 
prevent its hurting the ſtomach or bowels 
is, to accompany its uſe with ſome ſoft 
decoction made of farinaceous ſubſtances, 
as the decoction of ſarſaparilla, or what 
is called the Liſbon diet drink. 

The moſt common preparation of mer- 
cury now in uſe, for the cure of the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe, is calomel. Though in- 
ferior to the calcined, or the muriated mer- 
cury, yet, in common caſes, it ſeldom 
fails to perform a cure. Being perfectly 
inſipid, it excites no nauſea, and may be 
given, even to infants, with great ſafety. 
As it is a cheap medicine, there is leſs 
danger of its being adulterated than thoſe 
which are ten times the value. It does 
not however follow, that calomel is ne- 
ver adulterated, though it might be im- 
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prudent / here to mention the modes in 
which it is done. 

I ̃ʒkncw no yenereal taint that will not 
yield to one or other of theſe preparations, 
when applied in due time: But there are 
ſome auxiliaries, which, though they will 


not cure the diſeaſe, may nevertheleſs be 
of uſe, as either aiding the operation of 


the grand ſpecific, or preventing its doing 
injury to the ſtomach and bowels. The 
chief of theſe are, antimony, guiacum, 
ſarſaparilla, mezereon, and opium. 
Guiacum has been highly extolled for 
the cure of lues venerea; but, ſince the 
powers of mercury were better known, 
it has loſt much of its reputation, and is 
now uſed chiefly as an ingredient in the 
Liſbon diet drink. Some pretend to have 
had experience of its good effects in ul- 
cers and blotches of the ſkin ; but never 


having uſed it alone, I cannot vouch for 
its effects; nor would I adviſe any one to 


truſt to it for a cure, unleſs when ac- 


Sarfa- 
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 Sarſaparilla has alſo been ſaid to have 
cured: the venereal diſeaſe, It is given 
in powder, extract, and decoction. The 
laſt of theſe is the moſt common form 
in which it is adminiſtered, and is gene- 
rally found to anſwer the beſt. I will 
not aſſert that it has any conſiderable ef- 
fect on the cure of lues venerea; but 1 
think it is friendly to the ſtomach and 
bowels ; and ſome think it proves ſervice- 
able where mercury is found to have too 
great a tendency to run off by the mouth. 
Of mezereon I can ſay little, never hav- 
ing uſed it but in combination with the two 
former articles. It is, however, an ac- 
tive, pungent medicine; and, when com- 
bined with things of a milder nature, 
may no doubt have its uſe. The root 
and barkare both employed, eſpecially the 
latter, which is by far the "moſt aQive 
part“. It is generally ſuppoſed to be an 
ingredient in Wann 8 ah ruſh ; * this 


A decoction of 2 bark is fad to have a 
ceſsful i in the eure of f oh in the throat. | 


* 


bon diet drink: To which, judging from 
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being ſold as a noſtrum, I can ſay nothing 


about it. It is likewiſe believed to have 


entered into, the compoſition of Dr. Ken- 


nedy's Decoction, which is now ſuppoſed 


to have been nearly the ſame as the Liſ- 


its effects, I ſhould think a little mercury, 
under ſome form, had been added. | 
In a decoction which I have long uſed, 
as an accompaniment to mercury, all 
theſe ingredients are combined, and I 
think form a better medicine than can be 
extracted from any one of them ſepa- 
rately. I have occaſionally uſed anti- 
mony in the crude ſtate; but, as this 
gives the decoction a very dirty appear- 
ance, of late I have added to each quart 
of the decoction a tea-ſpoonful of the 


antimonial wine, more or leſs, as the pa- 


tient's ſtomach could bear, 


Opium has likewiſe been recommended 
as an aid to mercury, in the cure of lues 


venerea, and ſome have gone ſo far as to 
fay, that it poſſeſſes powers as an antiſy- 
philitic. I have not, however, been able 
— to 


| | or THF PROPER REGIMEN, &e. 10 10 
to diſcover them: All the uſe L have ever a 
found in opium was from its ſedative 
quality, in preventing the mercury from 
running off by the bowels. When the 
bowels are too irritable to retain mereuty. 
it will not cure the diſeaſe. In this cafe 
opium may act as an auxiliary, by detain- 
ing the mercury in the ſyſtem. 


or 'TtHE PROPER REGIMEN DUR 5 A 
COURSE OF MERCURY, - 


The fucceſs of mercury is often aur 
trated by an improper regimen. Few 
men have ſufficient refolution to break off 
their former habits of living, while un 
der a courſe of mercury. They will take 
the medicine, but cannot refrain ffüm 
their uſual luxuries. I have often feen tu 
cure protracted to twice the ufüal time, 
when no other reaſon could be aſſigned 
but the patient's luxurious manner of liv= 
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res OF TH PROPER' REGIMEN DURING 

As any one ſtimulus may countera& 
another, why may not the ſtimulus of 
wine counteract that of mercury? I do 
not mean that a patient under a courſe 
of mercury is to live too low: Neither 
do I approve of very copious evacuations 
prior to the patient's entering on ſuch a 
courſe; nor indeed of any at all, pro- 


vided the patient is not of a full or in- 


flammatory habit. When that is the caſe, 


bleeding and purging may be neceſſary, 
as well as other evacuations, As far as 


my recollection goes, I think the cure of 


lues venerea goes on more n in fat 


than in lean patients. 

Though the patient is not to be e 
under a courſe of mercury, yet there are 
ſome things that will diſagree with the 
ſtomach, : and ought. therefore not to be 
uſed ; For example, all raw vegetables, 
and whatever is apt to turn ſour or ran- 
cid on, the ſtomach, ought to be avoid- 
ed. When the mercury is rubbed in, 
theſe cautions are leſs neceſſary; but at 


all times crude, acid vegetables, uled 
4 a 


freely, 


© A "COURSE OH MERCURY. © 10 
freely, are n to the ſtomach and 
bo wels. ae 

Few things are more injurious to a 
patient under a courſe of mercury than 
expoſure to cold. In a mild climate 1 
ſhould think there was no occaſion for 
any confinement, under a courſe of mer- 
cury; but with us, who have all the ſea- 
ſons in a few days, and often even in'one 
day, this is a matter of the greateſt im- 
portance. - Patients get well under every 
kind of treatment, but circumſtances of 
a very untoward nature are often oc 
ſioned by cold. I am fully convinced 
that one half of the medicine generally 
uſed for curing the lues venerea would 
ſucceed, were patients confined to the 
houſe during a courſe of mercury. 

I am ſufficiently aware that many patients cannot 
keep the houſe while they are uſing mercury for curing 
the lues venerea ; but theſe patients muſt lay their account 
with many inconveniences, and thoſe ſometimes of a very 
ſerious nature. Indeed moſt of the bad conſequences 
imputed to mercury, are, in my opinion, owing to taking 
cold. Some ipeculative writers have thought  other- 


wiſe ; but a long ſeries of obſervation has convinced me 


that fluxes, fevers, and even madneſs, may be 2 
by cold under a courſe of mercury. 


It 
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It has already been obſerved that one 
of the moſt diſagreeable effects of mer 
eury is its tendeney to run off by the 
bowels. No doubt this may be, in fome 

meaſure, correced by opium ; but as few 
patients like to take that drug, I would 

again beg leave to recommend a due at- 
_ tention. to warmth. While a ſufficient 
degree of perſpiration is kept up, mer- 
cury will ſeldom fall on the bowels, No 
ſooner, however, is this evacuation check- 
ed, than the bowels are aſſected. All the 

patient's food and drink ought to be a 

little warm, and rather of eaſy digeſtion, 
When I recommend warmth, I do not 

mean that the patient is to be kept in a 
+ profuſe ſweat. This, inſtead of promot- 
ing, would retard the cure, and weaken 
the patient to no purpoſe. 
Few things are -of more importance, 
during a courſe of mercury, than to re- 
| gulate the patient's clothing. If linen 
is worn next the ſkin, it is not only cold 
and chilly; but, when moiſtened by the 
perſpiraton, it becomes damp; and the 
moiſture is taken up by the abſorbent veſ- 
| | 8 ſels 
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ſels which open on the ſkin. It would 
be a good rule, if every perſon labouring 
under lues venerea were to wear flannel 
next the ſkin during the whole time of 
the cure. 

It is not only be b), during a 100 | 
of mercury, to avoid every thing that is 
highly ſtimulating, as hot ſpices, high- 
ſeaſoned diſhes, and ſuch-like ; but alfo 
all violent exertions of bodily ſtrength, 
as running, wreſtling, hard riding, &c. : 
Nor is tranquillity of mind leſs neceſſary. 
All the bodily functions may be diſorder- 
ed by violent paſſions ; and when that is 
the caſe, the moſt powerful medicines 


will not have their proper ellects'« on the 
ſyſtem. 


OF BUOSs. 


Buboes may ariſe from different cauſes; 
but we mean only to treat of the vene- 


real bubo: This is generally ſeated in the 
1 groin, 
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groin, and is. attended with ſwelling, pain, 
and inflammation of the part. The true 


fyphilitic bubo is commonly preceded by 


achancre on the glans or prepuce, though 
a chancre 1s not neceſſary to the produc- 
tion of a bubo: It is ſometimes, though 
ſeldom, the firſt ſymptom after impure 


coition. The bubo is generally ſingle, 


though ſometimes both groins are at once 
affected. 

There is no e to deſcribe the 
whole abſorbent ſyſtem to explain the 
theory of buboes. It is ſufficient to ſay, 
that -every part of the body, both exter- 


nal and internal, is repleniſhed with ab- 


ſorbent veſſels, whoſe open mouths take 
up more or leſs of every fluid that is ap- 
plied to them. Theſe veſſels carry the 
venereal poiſon into the ſyſtem, and ſerve 
likewiſe to convey its antidote. 
Whether the bubo ariſes from an im- 
mediate abſorption, without any previous 
local eruption, or from an abſorption from 
chancres, or a virulent gonorrhœa, the 
4ymptoms are nearly the ſame. Some, 


indeed, 
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indeed, ſuppoſe that the bubo may ariſe | 
from the poiſon being conveyed from the 
maſs of blood, when univerſally tainted 
with the infection; but this opinion is by _ 
no means well founded. From whatever 
cauſe buboes proceed, they commonly 
hold the following progreſs: 

A ſmall hard tumour is felt in one or 
both groins; accompanied with ſome de- 
gree of pain, though not acute; this tu- 
mour gradually increaſes, till it has arriv- 
ed at maturity. When matter begins to 
be formed, the bubo becomes very pain- 
ful, and ſometimes excites a ſlight degree 
of fever, which ſubſides when the ſuppu- 
ration of the bubo is completed. The 
ſize of buboes at the time of their ſuppu- 
ration is very different; ſome of them 

are not larger than a walnut, while 
others exceed the bulk of an hen's egg. 
The ſuppuration of the bubo will be 
quick, if it is attended with much pain; 
but, if not accompanied with great f pain, 
its . will be flow. | 


„ Bu- 
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| Buboes, in their firſt ſtage, may gene- 

ö || \ rally be diſperſed ; by which much trou- 

| { | ble, pain, and inconvenience to the patient, 
| 


"I will be prevented. But this method of 
1 treatment is, by ſome, believed to be 
| dangerous: They ſuppoſe that a bubo is 
| an effort of nature to carry off what they 
<3 call the morbiſic matter of the | diſeaſe ; 
j and that, by diſcuſſing it, the venereal 
| poiſon is repelled, and thrown into the 
| fyſtem. On this ſuppoſition, it was for- 
„ merly deemed good practice always to 
| promote ſuppuration, and bring the bubo 
3 to diſcharge matter as ſoon as poſſible. 
Braut this practice is not founded on found 
_ feaſoning, and is by the more e 
. ed practitioners rejected. 
g | In ſome of the moſt obſtinate venereal 
eaſes which have fallen under my ob- 
ſervation, the buboes have ſuppurated, 
and ſometimes in ſucce ſſion; but 1 
could never perceive that the fuppura- 
tion tended to promote the cure, or to 
render mercury leſs neceſſary. Beſides, 
the ſores occaſioned * the breaking or 
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laying open of the buboes, prove often 
extremely troubleſome and difficult of 
cure. For theſe reaſons, ' I always, in 
the firſt inſtance, n the n 
of a bubo. Wr 

To effect this ee evacuants are 
in the farſt place to be uſed as bleeding, 
purging, vomiting, &e. I have known 
one briſk purge carry off a1bubo'*, and 
local bleeding has often had the ſame 
effect. This may be done by eupping or 
leeches: I generally prefer the latter 
The ſores, indeed, occaſioned by the bite, 
are ſometimes ſlow in healing; but this 
is a ſlight inconvenience, when compared 
to the advantages derived from the bleed ; 
ing. In full and inflammatory habits, 
the patidyt- map loſe blood from . : 


An DT | | Nat 


8 ee . gon | 
imputes it to his great ſkill ; and when it proves obſti- 
nate, which will happen under the beſt treatment, the 
phyſician is blamed, when he is not in fault. *Rindow 
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arm; but, in general, local bleeding ſuc- 
eeeds better. Blood taken from or near 
the part affected, will relieve the patient 
more, while it weakens him leſs, than a 
much greater quantity taken from the 
1 tag 271 of 
Some local applications auld. © to ac- 
eee bleeding and purging, which 
are to be repeated according to circum- 
ſtances. I generally uſe repellent poul- 
tices, made with Goulard's extract, or 
the ſugar of lead; though ſome prefer the 
following A as being leſs trouble- 
ſome: 22 | 
-T ae of mercurial. vinament, 
ounce ; 1e b 637 * * 
| ene fifty vey AU 
Powder of opium, one ſcruple: Mix 
them together according to art. 
A little of this ointment may be rubbed 
on and near to the part l ſeveral 
times a day. Lind $ 
While theſe attempts are e 
diſperſe che bubo, the patient muſt uſe 
an n abſtemious . avoiding all ſtrong 
and 
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and fermented liquors; - alſo food of a 
heating or ſtimulating nature. The body 
muſt be kept gently open, and all violent 
exertions are to be avoided, as riding, run- 
ning, wreſtling, and ſuch-like. This rule 
is of more importance than is generally / 
imagined, as inuſcular motion of every 
kind tends to increaſe inflammation-. 
During theſe attempts to diſperſe the 
bubo, the uſe of mercury is not to be 
omitted: It may be adminiſtered nearly 
in che ſame manner as for the chancre; 
only that, in this caſe, ſome prefer the 
ointment to every other preparation of 
mercury. Their reaſon for giving it the 
preference is, that it can be applied near 
to the parts affected, and in ſucha 
manner as to be taken up by tlhioſe lym» 
phatic veſſels which carry it immediately 
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” The'queitity of mercury ne ee 
tion of a bub will be in proportion to its abſtinacy; but 
cure muſt be taken not to hurt the conſtitution. Mr. 
Hunter recommends half a dram of mercurial ointment, 
onade. with * parts of quickſilver and hog's-lard, to 
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f the means uſed for diſperſing the 
bubo ſhould not ſucceed, and the inflam- 
matory ſymptoms run high, ſo that the 
ſuppuration ſeems unavoidable, they 
| ſhould: be difcontinued, and proper medi- 
cines applied for promoting the ſuppura- 
tion. For this purpoſe, emollient fo- 
mentations and ripening poultices are 
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# proper: Theſe may be ſoftened with 
Y ſweet oil or freſh butter, and applied ta' 
| the bubo evening and morning, If it is 
{>| found neceſſary to haſten the ſuppuration, 
4 £ raw onions may be n. ed 
1 wath the poultice. 
1 M To promote the ſuppuration ws. pa- 
i || tient may indulge in a more nouriſhing! 
* | . diet, and drink a moderate quantity of 
| ll "=. menden wah 
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or eight days, aud the gland does not readily reſolve, 
two ſcruples, or a dram, may be applied every night ; 
and i there be no amendment, more muſt be rubbed 
in In ſhort, if; the. reduction proves ohſtinate, the 
mercury muſt be puſhed as far as. can bg i without 
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viate the irritation and procure reſt, he 
may take from half a grain to a grain of 
opium in a pill at bed-time. This will 

likewiſe tend to haſten the formation of 
matter, and to ſhorten che inflammatory | 
ſtage. | | 
When the bubo has arrived at maturity, 
and matter is formed, the common prac- 
tice is to open the abſceſs with a lancet, 
or by means of cauſtic; but it often 
happens, when the bubo is opened by 
theſe methods, that it is not perfectly 
ripe; but when nature is left to make 
the opening in her own way, it always 
happens when it ought, and generally 
heals much ſooner, and with leſs incon- 
venience, than when opened either by 

inciſion or cauſtic. 
Ass ſoon as the abſceſs is broken, the 
patient ought gently: to - preſs out the 
matter, endeavouring, at the ſame time, 
to enlarge the orifice. If the diſcharge 
is thick, and the ſuppuration has not 
been tedious, there will be every reaſon 
to expect that the abſceſs will ſoon” heal; 
14 | but 
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but if the ſore diſcharges a thin, ſharp 


ichor of a greeniſh colour, and its lips 
are ragged, and of a looſe, flabby appear- 
ance, the cure will prove both tedious and 
troubleſome. | . 
After ſqueezing out the matter, ; a little 
of any digeſtive ointment may be applied 
to the ſore, on a bit of lint or ſoft rag, 
and the whole covered with a ſoft poul- 
tice, This may be renewed twice a day, 
prefling out the matter very gently, be- 


fore it is applied. The ſore ought to be 


kept clean by waſhing it, every time the 
poultice is renewed, with milk and water 
a little warm. The time that may be 
neceſſary for healing the bubo cannot be 
aſcertained, as it depends entirely on the 


patient's conſtitution. 


It ſometimes happens, after ſeveral 
weeks trial of the above method of treat- 
ment, that the ſores grow worſe, and the 
patient's health and ſtrength decline. In 
this caſe it will be neceſſary to diſcontinue 


the mercury, and to put the patient on a 


light and nouriſhing diet, with an allow- 
. ance 
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ance of three or four glaſſes of ſound red 
port wine in the courſe of the day. The 
bark muſt alſo be taken in as large quan- 
tities as the ſtomach will bear it. 4 
I have ſeen a patient ſo much weaken- 
ed by the uſe of mercury, that he was not 
able to walk, or even to ſtand; yet, by 
going into the country, living on a light 
nouriſhing diet, and drinking the decoc- 
tion of ſarſaparilla, with equal parts of 
new milk, he got-well in a few weeks. 
If any ſymptoms of the diſorder remain 
after this courſe, it will be neceſlary to 
reſume the uſe of the grand ſpecific, mer- 
cury, as ſoon as the patient is able to bear 
Though miſchief is no doubt done by 
puſhing the mercury too far, yet I am 
fully perſuaded that ten times more pro- 
ceeds from leaving it off too ſoon. The 
patient tires of taking medicine, and the 
doctor, willing to iadulge him, gives him 
permiſſion to deſiſt before the buſineſs is 
completed. Of this, Lam ſorry tq ſay; 
one meets with too * proofs to queſ- 
tion the fact. 
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A venereal ulcer may appear on any 

[ part of the body, and is a ſure fign that 
1 thepoifon has pervaded and infected every 
* part of the ſyſtem. Theſe ulcers are 
uſually preceded by blotches, which ap- 
pear firſt about the roots of the hair, or 
on the forehead, where they go by the 
name of a corona veneris, They gradu- 
ally ſpread all over the body, and are 
attended with itching and ſome degree of 
pain. A venereal ulcer, though not very 
painful, quickly becomes deep, and even 
reaches the bone, which it renders foul. 
It diſcharges a thin, feetid, corroſive mat- 
ter; and cannot be cured, but by a com- 
plete and well-conduQed courſe of mer- 
It is of importance to diſtinguiſh the 
venereal from the common ulcer, as miſ- 
takes in this matter may have ſerious con- 
ſequences, both with regard to the cha- 
racter of patients, and the method of 
oon eure. 


— 


— 
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cure. If the patient has reaſon to fuſpect 


that the ulcer may be venereal; if its 


margin is hard, the furrounding {ſkin 
preternaturally red, and the bottom c- 
vered with a white ſlough; there is 
ground to believe it is venereal. » But the 
moſt certain conclufion may be drawn 
from the uſe of mercury: IH the ulcer 
either appears, or grows worſe during the 
uſe of mercury, it is probably not; venes 
real; but if it gets better under a proper 
courſe of mercury, there is ON GT | 
its belonging to that claſs. . 
Though a chancre, which 10 a W 
ulcer, generally appears on the genitals; 
yet thoſe ulcers. which proceed from a 
contaminated ſtate of the whole ſyſtent 
ſeldom affect the parts of generation. 
Indeed, there is no part of tlie ſurface of 
the body where they occur ſo ſeldom. 
This clearly proves, what we have before 
aſſerted, that the chancre is a local Af 
fection, and affords no proof that the 
1150 „ neee Amo every 
chan- 
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chanere may be traced: to a local applica» 


tion of the venereal poiſon ; and when 
the poiſon can be arreſted in its progreſs, 
the ſyſtem will not be generally affected. 


Though venereal ulcers are often pre- 


eeded by blotches, yet this is not always 
the caſe: Sometimes they come without 
any previous eruption; and at other times 
a number of ſmall pimples riſe upon the 


{kin,- previous to the appearance of an 
ulcer. Nor is it uncommon for a flight 
degree of itchineſs only to be felt on the 


part, before the ulcer is perceived. 


Venereal ulcers are generally pretty 
tractable, and heal almoſt as ſoon as other 
ſores, unleſs there is ſome fault in the pa- 


tient's conſtitution. When this is the 


caſe, they often prove very obſtinate; 
and ſometimes even bid. defiance to the 
great antidote mercury, The habits; 
where venereal ulcers provę moſt obſti- 


nate, are, the ſcrofulous, and perſons 
deeply affected with the ſcurvy. As both 
| 2 babits are very..common in this 


cOun- 
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country, it is no wonder that venereal 
complaints ſhould ſo d mos 2 
and difficult to cure. 

There ſeems to be ſome affinity" — 

. tween the pox and ſcrofula, that has not 
yet been defined : Where the ſyſtem is 
deeply affected by the latter, the former 
will always be found obſtinate. I have 
known even a bubo, in ſuch a habit, 
continue for years before it could be 

cured, notwithſtanding the liberal uſe of 
mercury; and ſometimes ulcers, which 
feem to riſe from a venereal taint, and 
will not yield to mercury, may be cured 
by ſea ae which is aiot a * 
in ſerofulaa. 

Venereal alears often affect the e 
Sometimes an ulcer in this part is the 
firſt ſymptom of the diſeaſe; and, being 
miſtaken for a common ſore throat, it is 
often improperly treated. The ulcer ge- 
nerally makes its appearance on the glands 
called amygdale, from their reſemblance 

_ . to almonds, with an eryſipelatous or red- 
diſh colour in the parts adjacent, and a 
5 | buffy 


— 
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buffy colour at the bottom. It is not, 
however, conſined to theſe glands, but 
ſometimes attacks the | avzla, tonſils, 
roof 00 ihe . — otlier 1 


re 
tt 1 ano be 


early acquainted with the nature of theſe 


ulcers, as they often ſpread rapidly; and, 
if not checked by mercury, they will cor- 
rode the parts on which they fix, and 
deſtroy the organs of deglutition. Where 


there is the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect that 


ulcers of the throat may proceed from a 
venereal taint, the patient ought immedi- 
ately to have recourſe to the beſt advice. 

The firſt ſtep towards the cure of an 
ulcer in the throat is, to aſcertain its cauſe. 
One often meets with ulcerous throats in 
married women, which have been under 
the care of the family apothecary for 
many months, without any progreſs hav- 
ing been made towards a cure; the at- 


tendant either not ſuſpecting the real cauſe 


oF the complaint, or not daring to inquire 
into it. The huſband, who takes care 


iind to 
C ü 
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to get cured himſelf, and leaves his 


wife to find out her diſorder, and to get 


cured as ſhe cath is at once cruel and 
unjuſt, 

A venereal ulcer ſometimes affſeQs the 
womb. This too is apt to be miſtaken, 
and treated as a cancer. As it cannot be 
examined, like the ſore throat, the beſt 
and ſafeſt way is to conſider it as venereal, 
and to treat it accordingly. If it ſhould 
not yield to mercury and its accompant- 
ments, the cauſe becomes doubtful I 
would then recommend ſea bathing, or 

the waters of BAREGES, as moſt likely 
to perform a cure. | 

In whatever part of the body a vene- 
real ulcer appears, its cure muſt be at- 
tempted by mercury. Where this fails, 
there is reaſon to ſuſpect either that the 
- ulcer is not truly venereal, or that it has 
aſſumed a different character, and requires 

a different mode of treatment. In this 


caſe, the patient's ſtrength mult be re- | | 


ſtored by nouriſhing diet and : generous 
wines. The uſe of FOnic medicines, / as 


p 
-» 


. 
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4 | the bark and ſteel, will likewiſe be pro- 
1 per; and above all, we would recom- 
1 | mend cold fea bathing. 
1 8h A variety of ointments, &c. have been 
> recommended in the cure of venereal 
ulcers, but we lay no great ſtreſs upon 
them. The chief buſineſs is to keep the 
fore clean, and to throw in the antidote 
as freely as the patient's conſtitution will 
bear it. A liſt of the moſt approved me- 
dicines for local application will, how- 
ever, be given in the Appendix, vun 
directions for _ *. 


— 


or VENERE AL. BLOTCHES, AND OTHER | 
AFFECTIONS OF THE SKIN. 


Els been obſervel,"that venereal ul- 
cers are often preceded by blotches. They, 
as well as the ulcer, prove that the ſyſtem 
is contaminated, and that the poiſon has 
diffuſed itſelf through the whole frame. 


Oy" is no part of the body exempt 
1 from 


— — — ————— cr 
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" from mer attack, though they en 
mote frequently on ſome? Parts chän 6 


others. Some ingentous pte Ka. 
deen made to dcbunt for ro Bi they 
neee ne 


Though blotehes afe e 5M * 


mary ſymptom, yet 1 have "rote fe- 
quently found them a ſecondary one, and - 
generally the effect of cold, hen the. 


body was charged with mercury, andithe 
diſeaſe not totally ſubdued. The emp- 
tions, in this caſe, have a. very W - 
appearance ij but there is eaſon to believe, «- 
if the diſeaſe were not thifownupon the. 


| Kin, that the \conſequences might” be. 


worſe, Um iH ni migen 

A few years) ago, a patient” ef mine, 
who had for ſome time been Under 4 
courſe of mercury, refuſed ti take t UU 
longer, becauſe it made his mouth fore 
and was attended with other inconvent- 
ences: Oonttary to my advice, he Went 
down'to-the ſei· de; and, av it Gas tlie 
ſeaſon for bathing, like many others, 


without any e, he plunged 
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every mark of venereal blotches, I was 


/ 


| 330 or VENEREAL BLOTCHES, 46. 


headlong into the water; and ſwam about 
for his amuſement. . How often this was 
repeated I do not know; but, on his re- 
turn to town, he came to me with a face 
fo. covered with blotches, as hardly to 
reſemble the human figure. As theſe had 


induced to put him under a freſh courſe 
of; mercury, n ions tothe 
difappeared.. .. SM 4: "A $a AIDS 

. At, preſent ———— vader 
my care, who, duzing the ſevere froſt of 
laſt. winter“, was taking mercury. 1 
could not perſuade him to keep the houſe 3 
He not only went abroad, but was very 
Irregular in his manner of living. The 
conſequence was, an univerlal eruptian, 

or blotehes all over, but particularly on 
( — ny They are now going off by 
the, uſe of mercury ; but at one time they 
exhibited the appearance f A; confluent. 
ſmall pox, a little aſtex che turn, ſo ex- 
pn that; wt DRE, A . aud 
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vering from that loathſome diſeaſe.” From 


— Kc 4 
have ſappoſed the patient was juſt reco- 


this reſemblance I am inclined t to! think 


the diſeaſe took i its name. | 
Venereal blotches are not Ae el | 


with much pain; they excite, however, 


Ran itchineſs, which makes the patient 


reſtleſs and uneaſy. They often attack 


the points of the fingers, eſpecially under 


the nails, and, when ſuffered to proceed, | 
a ſeparation takes place, and the nails as 


well as the cuticle fall off: Indeed, what- 


ever ſeparates the cuticle will take off the 
nails. When they attack the parts co- 
vered with hair, they not only preveng 
its growth, but frequently it falls off, 

There are other cuticular eruptions, as 
the herpes, &c. which may be miſtaken 
for the venereal, by peopte not accuſtom- 
ed to ſee theſe things. Herpetic erup- 


tions generally appear in a circular form, 


from whence they get the name of ring> 
worms. They are broader than the vene- 
real blotches. Beſides, the herpes is more 
local than venereal eruptions, which often 

| K 2 cover 


X. 
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cover the greater part of the body. But 
they are beſt known from the circum- 
' ances of the caſe, and the patient's man- 
ner of life. 

I beſe, like other venereal affeQions, 

generally yield to a proper . courſe of 
mercury; though ſometimes it is found 
neceſſary to call in the aid of antimony. 
This may either be done by adminiſtering 
bo Plummer's pill, or by adding ſuch a quan- 
tity of the antimonial wine, or of crude 
antimony, to the Liſbon diet drink, as 
will be directed in the Appendix. 
Some have ſuppoſed, and not without 
reaſon, that the corroſive ſublimate, in 
affections of the ſkin, is preferable to the 
other preparations of mercury. In ob- 
ſtinate caſes, where the other mercurial 
medicines have failed, it has often, in 
my practice, ſucceeded: Indeed, I have 
ſeldom known it to fail. It ought, how- 
ever, to be adminiſtered with care; and 
It will be more ſafe, if accompanied with 
the decoction of ſarſaparilla. 


Some 
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Some recommend mercurial e | 
rived to be applied externally ; - but 
I am no friend either to wet or greaſy . 
applications to the ſkin. When the erup- 
tions are hot or uneaſy, I treat them in 
the ſame manner as the eryſipelas, by 
ſprinkling them with | fine flour or hair- 
powder. Should the eruption, however, 
prove very obſtinate, an appropriated 
ointment may be 1 as nn in 
the n | | 
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The venereal virus, when ſuffered to 
remain in the ſyſtem, faſtens at laſt on 
the bones; and, what is very remarkable, 
it commonly ſeizes on the moſt ſolid parts 
of the bones, and where they are moſt thin- 
ly covered with fleſh, as the ſnin- bones, the 
bones of the head, of the arm, &c; Nor 
is itleſs worthy of remark, that wherever - 
ph Woes, 
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it fixes there it remains, and in never 
known to leave the part till it is deſtrayed, 
or the poiſon conquered, 
11108 | The true node, which is a hard tumour 
ning on a bone affected with the vene- 
| if real virus, does not appear at an early 
0 period of the diſeaſe; but, in caſes where 
| , I 5 patients are expoſed to cold, or in dam 
1 ſituations, ſwellings of the muſcles, liga- 
ments, and tendons, will appear ſoon 
after the infection has been received into 
116 the ſyſtem. Theſe however are not ta 
$1! ; be conſidered as genuine venereal nodes. 
. In the early ſtage of the diſeaſe, a ve- 
1 ji 4 nereal node occaſions little pain, and is, 
— 179 for that reaſon, often neglected: But as 
10 the tumour increaſes, fo does the pain, 
| | till it ſometimes becomes quite excruciat- 
ing. I had a patient, who was fo tor- 
mented with a node, that he uſed to get 
out of bed, almoſt” every night, and 
ſit for hours together with his leg im- 
merſed in a pail of cold water. In ſuch 
caſes, ſome recommend an ingifion to be 
r : made 
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or THE VENEREAL opt, 133 
made as deep as the bone for the whole 
length of the node; but few patients will 
ſubmit to this operation, and have al- 
ways ſuccecded without it. * 

Sometimes theſe pains are midsken „ 
the rheumatiſm, but they may eaſily be 
diſtinguiſhed: The rheumatiſm gene- 
rally affects the joints, while the node 

riſes in the middle of the bone. Beſides, 
_ the: rheumatiſm often changes its place, 
and even ſhifts from one joint to ano- 
ther; but the node, nn 
obſerved, is permanent. 
The cure of codes evinges tis wot. 
ful powers of mercury as a medicine. 
That it ſhould be able to purſue the ene, 
my into his laſt retreat, and, when he 
has ſeized on the moſt ſolid parts of the 
fyſtem, which he is Tire, if neglected, to 
deſtroy; 1 ſay, that,” in this caſe, a few 
grains of mercury ſhould diffodge the 
foe, and reſtore the patient to perfect 
health and ſoundneſs, is a thing ſcarcely 
eredible. Vet it is ſo certain, that I do 
an recolle& ever to have ſeen mercury 
<S>.+.-.- 
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fail * bY eure of a node; and, even 
where the bones have become carious 
| and have exfoliated; the patient has re-; 
_ ceived a complete cure, and has not only 
enjoyed perfect health himſelf, but been 
able to tranſmit a ſound conſtitution to his 
progen y, cin | 
In the cure # Wa it is af ae 
aol} importance to apply the antidote 
as ſoon as poſſible: Delay not only ren- 
ders a greater quantity of mercury neceſ- 
ſary, but endangers the bane. I do not 
recollect to have ſeen a bone become ca- 
rious, or an operation neceſſary, where 
the mercury had been applied in n 
5 and quantity... F 0). da 90-1 
Ike miſtake is generally ads in thi 
way: | The patient puts himſelf under 
what he thinks proper care; the ſymp- 
toms diſappear, and he is declared to he 
cured. Some months, and ſometimes 
years, afſerwards, a Night, pain isfelt, and 
perhaps ſome degree of ſwelling appears 
on the min- bone; This is ſuppoſed to 
be. rheumatic, and is of * 
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OP THE VENEREAL NODE. 37 
till the poiſon has rendered the bone a bo 
and perhaps carious. * 
Every perſon e had e Nes 
venerea, ought to be on his guard with 
| reſpect to the appearance of nodes; and, 
if he feels pain, or perceives any ſwelling 
on thoſe parts of the bone where nodes are 
known toriſe, he ought tohave immediate 
recourſe to the antidote. Some, in this 
caſe, prefer the ointment, and even rub 
| It on the part affected; but this I conſider 
as bad practice. The ointment will have 
the ſame effect if rubbed on che ſound 
parts, and the friction is apt to hurt the 
diſeaſed one. The /ointment, however, 
in this caſe, is not my favourite remedy z 
at leaſt I never truſt to it alone. I have 
ſeen great quantities of the ointment uſed 
for the diſcuſſion of a node, with little or 
no apparent benefit; where pills, made. 
of the calcined mercury, eſſected a com- 
plete cure. In nodes of long ſtandingy 
more mercury will be n n w 
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As the true node is never an early 
ſymptom, there is reaſon to ſuſpect that 


ĩt ĩs owing either to improper treatment or 


neglect. A married gentleman, either to 


fave, his money or appearances, put him- 


elf under the care of an apothecary in the 
environs: of London, Who, after ſome 
months, attendance, . told him he was 
cured. Some time after, he came to me, 
With a large node on one of his legs, for 
which I put him under a courſe of mer- 
cury. He had ſent his wife into the 
country, to live with her friends, till he 
ſhould get well; but unfortunately the 
bad carried the infection along with her. 
Finding herſelf unwell, ſhe applied to a 


country apothecary, who, being a mere 


goſſip, blabbed the matter among her 
friends: They took the alarm] abuſed the 
huſband, and had very near effected a ſe- 
paration. I adviſed him to bring her up 
to town, and put her under the ſame 
courſe of medicine as himſelf; In a fe 
months they were both well, and have 
ſince had ſeveral fine children. 


or THE VENEREAL NODE. un 
Any man may have a misfortune, or be. 
off his guard at one time or another. 
When this happens, and he has reaſon 
to think, or even to ſuſpect, that he has 
injured his partner, he ought immediately 
to acquaint her with his ſituation, and to 
take the ſame advice for her as for him- 
elf; otherwiſe he may have reaſon to re- 
pent of his conduct as long as he lives, 
She will impute all her future complaints 
to this diſeaſe, and will never believe Hort | 
ſhe has been thor oughly cured. e 
When the matter of the venereal * 
eaſe falls upon the tendons, muſcles, or 
ligaments, ſo as to produce tumours, which 
have a reſemblance to nodes, we muſt 
depend entirely on mercury for the cure; 
and, if ulcers ſhould appear, they muſt 
be treated in the fame: JINNES (25 "WE 
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2, We have already taken notice of thoſe 
warty excreſcences which occur in gonor- 
rhœa, and of their proper method of 
treatment : They are always local, and 
require only topical applications. But 
the fleſhy excreſcences, which appear 
about the ſeat, generally mark a con- 


firmed lues. They ſhow that the whole 
ſyſtem is contaminated, and will only 
Yield'to. a complete courſe of mercury. 


Sometimes theſe excreſcences appear 


| along with the blotches in other parts of 


the body: Nor do they unfrequently 
fall into ulcers Which diſcharge a very 
offenſive matter. Theſe ulcers are not 


always ſuperficial: They often run to a 


conſiderable depth, and I have once and 
again ſeen them degenerate into fiſtulous 
Theſe excreſcences may be cut off 


with a knife, or eaten away by cauſtic; 
but, unleſs the cauſe is removed by a 


mer- 


EXCRESCENCES ABOUT TRE SEAT. wt 
mercurial courſe, duly perſiſted in, they 
will return with as much virulence as be- 
fore. If once ſubdued by a proper courſe 
of mercury, they are ſeldom. known to 
appear again on the ſame parts. But it 
does not follow, when the excreſcences 
diſappear, that the poiſon is eradicated : 
The diſeaſe will often break out again 
with great virulence. When this hap- 
pens, recourſe muſt again be had to the 
grand ſpecific. Whatever aid may be de- 
rived from other medicines, they are only 
to be conſidered as auxiliaries. In this 
way they may have their uſe ; but ho- 
ever truſts to them for a radical cure, in 
a confirmed lues, will be mn 1 | 
Fa 

When the ſurfaces of dial ee | 
diſcharge matter, ſome employ aſtringent 
lotions to heal them, leſt the matter ſhould 

| be abſorbed, and diffuſed over the ſyſtem. 
I am no great friend to repellents in any 

_ eaſe; they are apt todeceive the patient, 
and to make him believe he is cured, 
when the caſe is otherwiſe, But to clean< 
| linefs 
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lines I can have no objection. It has al- 
ready been recommended in the treat- 


ment of venereal ulcers; and when theſe 


excreſcences diſcharge matter, it ſhould 


be frequently waſhed off with a piece of 
mpunge dipped in milk and water, and 


dry lint” applied to abſorb it. When 
finyous ulcers appear, they ſhould be 


eleaned by injecting the milk was water 


thy a e e 
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EFFECTS OF THE VENEREAL DISEASE. Ox 
IEE EYES AND EARS. 


All the organs of ſenſe are liable to 


be affected by the venereal diſeaſe, but 
particularly the eyes and ears. Some of 
the moſt obſtinate inflammations of the 
eyes that I have met with, aroſe from 
a venereal taint, A repelled gonorrhæa 


is by ſome ſuppoſed to be the cauſe of 


this ſpecies of opthalmia. But the moſt 
dangerous affection of the eyes is that 


which proceeds from a confirmed lues. 


This, 


3 
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This, though not attended with Wh: 


pain — e g ende in 
total blindneſs. 0 Jaz 


When an ie e 6. he! 1 
ſucceeds to a ſudden ſtoppage of the diſ- 
charge in a gonorrhæa, means ſhould be 
uſed to reſtore the running. This may 
be done by ſtimulating injections fre- 
quently thrown up the urethra by means 
of a ſyringe. The manner of preparing 
and uſing theſe injections, as well as ſti- 
mulating bougies, Vun be e taken Boten or 
in the Appendix. | 

The treatment of this is ag the 
ſame as the common opthalmia. The 
inflammatory ſymptoms muſt be taken 
off by bleeding, purging, and other eva-. 
cuations. If leeches are uſed, they muſt 

be applied as near to the eyes as can be 
done with ſafety. The ſame obſervation 
applies to blitering-plaſters.” ' Slips of 
1 _— be e on the 
N by converting them into iſfues. 

' I have 
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=o * have. known ſome people, who views . 
apt to have their eyes inflamed, reap 
great beneſit from wearing Wade of - 
_ _ warlted; ſmeared with the iſſue re 
dehind the ears. 
Wakat is called the chronic bei is. 
_ a ſymptom of the pox, and can 
only be cured. by mercury. In this caſe, 
mercury muſt not only be given in as 
large quantities as the patient can bear, 
but muſt be continued for a conſiderable 
| length of time —ſome ſay, for eleven or 
1 twelve weeks; but this muſt be regulated 
dy its effects, as well as the nature of the 
düſeaſe; for the lues venerea induces dif- 
ferent diſorders of the eyes, any of which 
may end in blindneſs. Sometimes the 
patient is affected with a gutta ſerena ; at 
4 other times with a cataract; and not un- 
frequently, with what is worſe than 
either, a ſuffuſion ofthe humours, or an 
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| 8 opacity of the cornea. . A cataract may 
100 be extracted, and ſometimes mercury will 
111 
17 eure a gutta ſerena; but When the hu- 
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moursbecome confuſed, or the cornea loſes 
- its tranſparency, very little is to be done. 

Beſides throwing mercury into the 
ſyſtem in general, ſome local applications 
are recommended. When the eye-lids 
are affected, they may be frequently 
anointed with the mercurial ointment; 
or, what is more active, with an oint= | 
ment compoſed of three or four parts of 
hogs-lard to one of the unguentum citri- 
num of the common diſpenſatories. This 
may be made ſtronger or weaker, as the 
parts can bear it. Some recommend 
bathing the eyes five or ſix times a day, 
with a weak ſolution of the corroſive 
ſublimate: This muſt likewiſe be adapt- 
ed to the patient's feelings. 

There is one affection of the eye, 
which, though truly venereal, is ſome- 
times miſtaken for a fiſtula lacrymalis. 
It is ſeated in the interior angle of the 
eye, and is attended with an almoſt con- 
ſtant diſcharge of tears, which keep trick- 
ling down the cheek. | Theſe tears are 
prevented from finding their way into the 

2 e noſe 
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noſe through the lacrymal fac, by the 
viſcid matter that cloſes up what are called 


the punda lacrymalia. This matter may 


be ſqueezed out, by un the part 
with the finger. 


I had a patient ſome time ago, 1 


had long laboured under this complaint: 


He was attended by a ſea-ſurgeon of no 
great experience, who had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of what was the real cauſe of his 
patient's diſorder, and propoſed curing 
him by the operation for the f/fula lacry- 
malis. As I took it to be a venereal ſymp- 
tom, I adviſed him to try a courſe of 
mercury, by which the complaint was 
entirely removed. If I remember right, 
Mr. Bell mentions this as a new caſe. In- 
deed I have ſeldom met with it in prac- 
tice, and do not recolle& to have ſeen i it 
in.any book except his own. | 
The ears, as well as the eyes, are Cont 

times the ſeat of the venereal diſeaſe; and, 
in ſome inſtances, it deſtroys the ſenſe of 
hearing altogether. When the external 
9 of the ear only are * it is not 

3 ſo 
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ſo dangerous; though, in ſome inſtances, 
the external paſſage is ſo ſtuffed up with 


a dry, ſcurfy matter, as to obſtruct the 
hearing. But the greateſt danger ariſes 
from the venereal diſeaſe. fixing on the 
bones, When this is the caſe, a diſcharge 
of ill-coloured matter; enſues, which is 


followed by an exfoliation of the bones, 


and a total loſs of hearing, 


It is obſerved, that no ſymptom of the 


venereal. diſeaſe | proves more obſtinate 
than deafneſs. External affections of the 
ear may be removed by a courſe of mer- 


cury ; » and ſo may deafneſs, occaſioned | 


by an ulceration or ſwelling of the euſta- 
chian tube, where it opens into the throat; 


but when the diſeaſe has fixed upon the 


membrane or bones of the ear, no advan- 
tage is to be expected from mercury, or 


any other medicine with which we are 


acquainted, The virus, however, may 


de totally removed from the conſtitution | 


by the uſe of gn though. t the . 
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\OME. ſpeculative writers have aſ- 
ſerted that a child cannot bring the 
venereal diſeaſe into the world with it, 
unleſs it contracts it in the birth: I am 
ſorry to ſay, however, that proofs of the 
contrary are too numerous to admit of a 

of doubt © * * man mult have had little 
DO” NT gl. Prae- 
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We have frequently had occaſion to mark the re- 
with reſpect to the mode in which the en may be 
communicated. But we have the moſt unequivocal 
14 proofs of pregnant women communicating the ſmall pox 
Wal - to the infant in the womb. Children have not only been 
1 born marked with the ſmall pox, but with puſtules on the 
in - theſe puſtules have come to maturity ʒ matter has 
| been 
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practice, who has not ſeen children born 


with ſymptoms of the lues venerea, which 


could not be contracted in the birth. 
Fortunately, indeed, when an infant comes 
into the world, with the moſt unequivo- 
cal ſymptoms of this diſeaſe on its body, 
it can be cured. The great ſpecific can 


be adminiſtered to infants as well as to 


adults; and, what is very remarkable, 


the former often bear it better than the 
latter... 
An infant born ak the PULLS at. 


eaſe is commonly very delicate. Its fleſh 


is ſoft, and its joints are feeble. But the 


moſt certain marks of the diſeaſe appear 


on the ſkin, which is generally covered 
with blotches, reſembling thoſe of the 
wann kind in n n in- 


-v 


been taken "Wk wen for 8 which has 5 

the genuine ſmall pox; and theſe again have produced 
others, &c. No theory can ſet aſide facts: They are 
ſtubborn things; and will force their way, in ſpite of the 
molt ingenious reaſoning. No argument can be brought 
againſt a mother's infecting a . fetus in utero with the 
Tues venerea, that ere eee A9P3O 
* the ſmall po. 


L3 | — 


— 


9 * 


8 OF-INFANTS, MOTHERS, AND NURSES, 
_ deed, the child appears as if it had been 


flayed, or had the cuticle taken off with 
ſealding water i In this caſe, the fingers 


and toes ſeem as if the nails had been 


taken off along with the ſcarf-ſKin. 

Otcaſionally the diſeaſe does not ap- 
pear till ſome days after the birth, when 
che ſymptoms are ſomewhat different 
from the above; although, in general, 
there is a reſemblance. The, eruptions 


are at firſt local, but afterwards, if not 


prevented by mercury, they ſpread fo as 


d do cover a great part of the body; nor 


are iuſtances wanting, where they diſ- 


c˖barge à chin ichor of Wea rimonicu 


l VIE 
When the diſeaſe _— not appear _ 


eee after the birth, its firſt ſymp- 


toms are generally perceived about the 


ſeat and parts adjacent. Theſe are co- 


vered with irregular blotches, of a red 


| diſh caſt, riſing ſomewhat above the ſur- 


face of the ſkin, and covered with moiſ- 


ture 151 Wen in other parts of the 


Wan the rep has A cruſty appear- 
5 2 R | ance, 
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ance, and often. falls off in dry ſcales. _ 


On the forehead, eye-lids, &c. it gene- 
rally aſſumes the form of ue exere- 
ſcences. . 
For curing the e diſeaſe in in- 
fants, ſome recommend giving mercury 
to the mother or nurſe : As the mother 
generally has occaſion for medicine aa 
well as the child, there can be no impro- 
priety in this practice; but we would 
not adviſe any one to truſt to it alone for 
completing the cure. The infant ought 
to take mercury at the ſame time with the 
mother, regard being had to the differ- 
ence of age and conſtitution. It is wor- 
thy of remark, however, that an infant 
will require more mercury to affect its 
mouth, in proportion to its apparent 
ſtrength, than an adult. Indeed I have 
always found, in exhibiting mercury for 
the hydrocephalus, that it was difficult to 
| excite a ſalivation by any quantity chat 
one could venture to give to a child. | 
The ſkin' of an infant is ſo tender, that 
it can hardly. bear friction with the mer- 
Bs 5 curial 


ing the mercury internally. The fourth 
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-curial ointment; other wiſe this mode of 


mach and bowels. But as the doſe is very 
| ſmall, and the taſte can be diſguiſed by 


ſugar, there is no difficulty in adminiſter- 


part of a grain of calomel, or of calcined 
mercury, may be rubbed with a ſmall 
quantity of ſugar, and given in a linile | 
Pap three or four times a day. . 
Some give as much of the common 
mercurial pill, as contains the fourth part 
of a grain of mercury, four times a day. 
Others prefer the mercurius \alkaliſatus, 
which they adminiſter in the doſe of half 
a grain, Whichever of theſe is given, it 


muſt be duly perſiſted in, otherwiſe no 
benefit is to be expected. After the child 


has taken mercury four or five weeks, it 
may be diſcontinued for five or ſix days, 


but not longer, as the action of the mer- 


cury ſhould never be ſuffered entirely to 


. ceaſe during the whole time of the cure. 


How long that may be muſt depend on 
eircumſtances; but the medicine ſhould 
n e not 
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not be diſcontinued when the ſymptoms 
diſappear, otherwiſe they will return.” If 
the conſtitution will bear it, the mercury 
may be adminiſtered,” with occaſional in- 
termiſſions, for two or three months. 
| Every perſon poſſeſſed of humanity , 
will agree with me in thinking, that'a 
mother, who brings an infant into the 
world infected with the venereal diſeaſe, 
ought to ſuckle it herſelf: It is a cruel 
thing to communicate this diſeaſe to an 
innocent nurſe, who, in all probability, 
will give it to her huſband, by which - 
means the contagion will be tranſmitted 


to a family who may never get free from 


it. Though people in genteel life gene- 
rally get cured of this malady, it is not 


the caſe with the lower claſſes of man- | 


kind; they can ſeldom obtain good ad- 
vice; and when they do, yy are not in 
a condition to follow it. 

-When the mother cannot ſackle: the - 
child, which, I admit, i is ſometimes the 
eaſe, it ought to be brought up by the 
hand. a I by no means approve 

5 of 
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| : of this mode of nurſing, yet the life of 
an infant is, in no caſe; to be put in com- 
petition with that of the mother of a fa- 


mily. I ſay /zfe; for the caſes are by no 
means uncommon, where the ſuckling 


an infected child has proved fatal to the 


nurſe, nd — ta Her whole fa- 


milly. 


It is common for Arte families to 


ho a nurſe examined by a phyſician be- 


fore they employ her to ſuckle a child. 
There can be no harm in this; but it is 
more neceſſary that the infant ſhould be 
examined before the nurſe undertakes the 


tender office of giving it the breaſt. In- 


deed, I think, every nurſe, before ſhe 
engages to ſuckle the child of a ftranger, 
eſpecially in a great city, ought to have a 


certificate under the hand of a cilful 


phyſician, that it is clean. 
Though I do not know a more iniqui- 


tous act, than wilfully to communicate 


an infectious diſorder. to an innocent 
family; yet 1 ſuſpect, in ſuch a caſe, 
n gives no redreſs ; and, if it 
| at. 
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did; what compenſation can be made for 
ruining the conſtitutions of a whole fa- 
mily? Nor does the evil ſtop here: I 
have known the infection from one child 
communicated to ſeveral families. Some 
children have two. or. three nurſes, and 
give it to them all; while they, in their 
turn, give it to others, and ſometimes to 
their own, 80 there is no ſaying he 
the miſchief may.end. __ 

Some people think that all the miſchief 
may be prevented by giving medicine to 
the nurſe, without letting her know for 
what it is intended. I never knew this 
| ſucceed, .. A nurſe will never do juſtice to 
medicine, if ſhe thinks ſhe ails nothing, 
and. does not know for what purpoſe it is 
given; and, if ſhe is told, it is ten to s 
one if ſhe continues to ſuckle the child 
any longer, Indeed, it is more than pro- 
bable, that, by fretting and vexation, 
ſhe will loſe her milk, or turn it into 
aà poiſon; ſo that the poor infant, inſtead 

of one enemy, has two to combat. 
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On theſe and other conſiderations, 1 


would adviſe, where there are ſigns of 


infection, and the mother cannot give 
ſuck, that the infant ſhould always be 
brought up by the hand. Some recom- 


mend this method of nurſing till the child 


is cured, and then to give it the breaſt. 
But to this plan there are ſeveral objec- 
tions. Few children will ſuck after they 


; have been two or three months without 
the breaſt; beſides, it is almoſt impoſſible 


to aſcertain the time when the infant is 
completely cured. Many nurſes have 
been infected by giving the breaſt to 
children, after the doctor had een 


thin clean. 


But in theſe matters idle does not at- 
2 to parents alone; nurſes are often to 
blame: Nor can parents. be too careful in 
inveſtigating the characters of thoſe wo- 
men whom they employ to ſuckle their 
offspring. An innocent woman may 


communicate the infection by not know- 
ing ſhe is injured; but when a woman, 


who has reaſon to ſuſpect that ſhe has 


re- 
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received the infection, conceals it, and 
undertakes to ſuckle a ſound child, I 
hardly know any puniſhment too ſevere 
for her. This, however, to my Ge 
ledge, is no uncommon practice. 
Married people, or people le to "Rr 
married, cannot be too cautious in their 
conduct reſpecting this diſorder. What 
a dreadful inheritance is the lues venerea 
to tranſmit to poſteriry ! yet many men 
are wonderfully inattentive to this mat- 
ter. I have often been applied to for à 
quick cure, as the party was going to be 
married. In this I always refuſed to be 
concerned; knowing that the patient 
would either take the medicine too quick. 
ly, or leave it off too ſoonʒ both of which 


might have ſerious conſequences. But 


there are abundance of undertakers for 
this diſeaſe in London, who will make 
no ſcruple of promiſing a er- cure 
in three days. war, 7 en Fr 
No doubt, an apparent cure may be 
performed in three days; but woe be to 
_— who n is an eaſy matter 
g ta, 
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to dry up a ſore; but, if the poiſon has 
been taken into the ſyſtem, it is only 


SHuiting the door white the thief is in the 
Hongſe. It would be difficult to aſcertain 
the extent of the miſchief done by pre- 
tenders to quick cures: Indeed, when 
the ſyſtem is infected, the thing is im- 
poſſible. Nor is it eaſy to ſettle the pre- 
ciſe time at which the poiſon has, or has 
not, entered the ſyſtem. | | 

As the pox eee 
local affection, ſome truſt for a cure to 
burning out the part with cauſtic. It 
may ſometimes ſueceed, but the riſk is 


too great. Should the poiſon have en- 


will be of no uſe; the infection will ſhow 


itſelf in one ſhape or another, and the 


cure will be more difficult than if it had 


been taken in time. Even in pregnant 


women the antidote is not to be neglect- 
ed; otherwiſe the mother and child will 
both be ſufferers. 12 

When it is miſc to give many 
to pregnant women, it ought always to 
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be done with caution; ſhould it run off 
by the bowels, there will be danger of ari - 
abortion. I have known one draſtie 
purge cauſe an abortion, and coſt the 
woman her life; indeed, when an abor- 
tion is occaſioned by violent means of 
any kind, the mother's life is in danger. 
Mercury ought therefore always to be 
adminiſtered to pregnant women in form 
of ointment. This mode of application 
will effectually cure the diſeaſe, without 
Pete Hh the life of the nt 
foetus. - | ? 

One common „ alk e 
infection lurking in the habit, is abortion. 
This ſhould make breeding women very 
careful to avoid the contagion, and when 
they have the misfortune to catch it, no 
means ſhould be left uneſſayed to get 
thoroughly cured. By frequent abor- 
tions, women not only loſe their progeny, 

but ruin their health. A woman is more 
hurt by one abortion, than by bringing 8 

ſeveral children to the full time: Beſides, 
every abortion paves the way to another, 
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till at length the conſtitution is ruined, I 
hardly recolle& one inſtance of a woman 
who had had this misfortune often, that 
was not, broken down by ſome particular 


_ diſeaſe, or laboured under a train of ner- 


vous affections, which were more than 


ſufficient to render life completely mi- 
ble | 


Abortions from this- 50 W 
happen about the ſixth or ſeventh month; 


and we have reaſon to believe they are 


more numerous than is commonly ima- 
. Mr. Bell, of Fdiobargh, conſi- 


quent cauſes of edi 5th ON av adds, that 
a well- conducted courſe of mercury will 
ſeldom fail to prevent it. The mode of 
adminiſtering mercury to pregnant wo- 
men has already been pointed out. The 


- courſe, however, muſt be continued for 


a conſiderable length of time; otherwiſe 
the ſucceſs will be doubtful. In this diſ- 


eaſe nothing is done, while Os HAD is 
* undone. K 70 
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char. vn. 1 A 
or Sou IRREGULAR SYMPTOMS, 


< 


\HOUGH few diſeaſes are better 

underſtood, or have had their 
— more accurately deſeribed, than 
the lues venerea; yet it ſometimes ap- 
pears in ſuch a queſtionable ſhape, that 

the moſt experienced practitioner may 
miſtake it for ſome other malady. This 
indeed ſeldom happens, unleſs where the 
diſeaſe has lodged long in the conſtitu- 
\ tion, or has aſſumed a * n 
from its real one. 
It is of great importance to oe when 
a diſeaſe proceeds from a latent venereal 

taint; as, in ſuch caſe, no medicine ex- 

cept mercury, can be depended on for a 

cure, One often ſees ſyniptoms where 


16 OF SOME IRREGULAR SYMPTOMS. 
mercury would ſeem to be highly im- 
proper, yet they will not yield to any 
other medicine. When the real cauſe of 
theſe ſymptoms i is not ſuſpected, the pa- 
tient is ſuffered to linger out a milennkle f 
iſtence till he die. 
nn dubiis ſuſpice. luem in doubtful 
| caſes ſuſpect a pox was à maxim with 
the great Dr. Boerhaave, and ought to 
be ſo with every practitioner in phy- 
ſic, eſpecially in a great town. When 
ſymptoms appear, for which an obvious 
cauſe cannot be aſſigned, the phyſician 
ought to make the ſtricteſt inquiry con- 
cerning the patient's character and man- 
net of life; particularly, if at any time 
he has had the venereal diſeaſe? what 
were its ſymptoms; and how were they 
treated, &c.? If he has reaſon to ſuſpect 
a lurking lues, the ſpecific muſt be admi- 
niſtered in ſuch manner as is beſt ſuited 
to the patient's conſtitution, | + + 
Wen doubtful fymptoms appear, it 
wil ſometimes be difficult to ſay whether 


"ou ! from the remedy, or the 
4% - l diſ-⸗ , 


A 


or s IRREOULAR SYMPTOMS. % 
diſeaſe,” The only way in which this 
can be aſcertained, is to try if the ſymp- 


toms will yield to mereufy. If they 
grow worſe under the uſe of this medi- 
eine, it ought to be diſcontinued; but when 
a eough, hectie fever, or other dangerous 
ſymptoms, ſeern, in any meaſure, to give 
way te mercury, it ought her to 
be continued till they diſappear.” * 

Aſſections of the ſkin, which paſs for 
ſcorbutie, ' are not unfrequently of the 
venereal kind; as the dry ſcurfy chaps 
on the feet and palms of the hands, the 
thickening of the ſkin in ſeveral parts of 
the body, & c. All theſe require the uſe 


of mercury both externally and inter- 


nally. The beſt external application is 
the unguentum citrinum, or yellow oint- 
ment, which muſt be reducer} by hog' 8 


lard, as directed in the Appendix. 2 
know no better medicine for internal uſe, 


than pills made of calcined mercury. 
. Sores, which aſſume a cancerous ap- 
pearance, are ſometimes occaſioned by 
the Yegereal poiſon lurking in the habit; 
| MR -- and 


— 


from being an improper medicine, It 

as both as an anodyne and ſudorific. 

, It bas been alleged, that fevers of the 
intermittent kind have ſometimes been 
induced by the venereal poiſon lurking 

: in a the _—_ J can wad ay, that theſe 


have . 


* a / 
| 8 ſ 
1 and ſome are of opinion, that it will pro- 
ll i dauee the real cancer. Be this as it may, 
li | 8 theſe ſores require the uſe of mercury; A 
N nor will ſores of a venereal kind yield to 
it if an other medicine. Sometimes, indeed, 
| external applications are neceſſary; nor 
18 can the ſores be healed without the uſe 
. of cauſtics and n of the moſt 
1 active kind. 
Will Pains which reſemble the nic, 
| { are often occaſioned by a venereal taint 
UW lurking in the habit; and ſome think 
| | thoſe ſharp, flying pains, which affect 
ll! H "the jaws, neck, and parts adjacent, ariſe 
1 from the ſame cauſe. When theſe pains 
1 are excruciating, it will be neceſſary to 
1 adminiſter opiates . with mercury 
M for their relief. Some, in this caſe, re- 
ti commend Doyer' s powder, which is far 
| 


— 4 - F 


or so] IRREGULAR SYMPTOMS. 16% 
have not occurred in my practice; nor 
do T think it follows, that a fever was 
excited by the venereal poiſon becauſe it 
is cured by mercury. If, however, there 
is ground to ſuſpect that the intermit- 
tent fever proceeds from this cauſe, the 
antidote ought certainly to. be admi- 
niſtered, g * 

Whether intermittents occur or not, 
there is no doubt that fever is often ex- 
cited by the venereal poiſon. The fevet 
which occurs in the early periods of the 
diſeaſe is ſymptomatic, and generally goes 
off with the buboes, and other ſymptoms, 
that gave riſe to it. But the fever which 
comes on in the advanced periods, with- 
out any apparent cauſe, yet owes its ex- 
iſtence to the venereal infeQion, is of an 
obſtinate nature, and ſometimes * not 
yield to any medicine. | 

This fever is generally — 
with a quick pulſe, loſs of appetite, decay 
of ſtrength, waſting of the fleſh, collique= 
tive ſweats, and other ſymptoms of a con- 


Woe a Nor -are anxiety, reſtleſſneſs, 
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166 or SOME IRREGULAR SYMPTOMS. 
and extreme irritability, uncommon ſymp- 
toms. Even here, where there is reaſon to 


ſuſpect that the fever ariſes from the ve- 


nereal contagion, the ſpecific muſt be ad- 
miniſtered. It ſhould, however, be given 


wich the greateſt caution, and diſconti- 


nued if the ſymptoms grow worle, or the 


| * is unable to bear it. 


What is called the alterative courſe 


- muſt here be ſtrictly obſerved, beginning 


with the very {ſmalleſt doſes, as half a 
grain, and enlarging them by degrees. 
If the fever abates by the uſe of mer- 
cury, and the ſweats, &c. grow better, 


it ought of courſe to be continued. It 
may be aſſiſted either by the Liſbon diet- 


drink, or the ſarſaparilla in powder, a tea- 
ſpoonful of which may be taken in a 


| little of the patient's drink four or five 


times a day. 
The patient's diet in this caſe muſt be 


| light, but rather of a nouriſhing nature, 
Some recommend a milk diet; but, when 


the powers of digeſtion are weak, milk 


ſeldom agrees with the ſtomach. To 


or SOME. IRREGULAR SYMPTOMS. 14867 | 


aſſes”. milk, however, I have no objec- 
tion. This ſeldom difagrees even with. 
the weakeſt ſtomach, and has the double 
advantage of ſerving both for food ayd 
medicine. It may be taken from a gill, 
= | evening and morning, to a pint, or a 21 
and a half in the day. | 5 
When the venereal dtſeaſe has ſo BY | 
changed its nature, as to reſiſt the powers 
of mercury in every. ſhape in Which it 
can be adminiſtered, I would adviſe the 
patient to diſcontinue. its uſe for ſome 
time, to go into the country, take gentle 
exerciſe in the open air, and change his 
low diet for one that is generaus and in- 
vigorating. This may be aſſiſted by tak- 
ing, three or four times a day, a tea- 
 Jpoonful of Huxham's tincture of che 
bark in a glaſs of generous wine. 
When the patient has ſufficiently. reco- 
vered his ſtrength and ſpirits, if there is ' 
any reaſon to ſuſpect that the poiſon Kill © | 
lurks in the conſtitution, recourſe muſt | 
be had to mercury for its expulſion. But 
as this is a; very diſſicult queſtion to re- = 
$64 | M4. | * 5 


20 or DISEASES WHICH RESEMBLE 
ſolye, I would adviſe the patient, in 
this, and every doubtful caſe, to take the 
opinion of an able and experienced prac- 
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It 1 is of great importance to be able 
to diſtinguiſh the venereal diſeaſe from 


others which bear a reſemblance to it. 
Where due attention is not paid to this, 
great errors may be committed in prac- 
"tice. The medicines neceſſary for the 
cure of lues venerea will often do miſ- 
chief when adminiſtered in caſes which, 
- though they may reſemble the venercal, 

| yet do not belong to that claſs. "a 
85 Nor is the danger leſs, when, in caſes 
1 truly venereal, the ſpecific is omitted, I 
1 have often occaſion to ſee patients, who 
lh 3 had been told that their diſeaſe was not 
iN | _ . venereal, and had been neglected or tam 
1 wp with, till their ſituation was truly 
- de- 
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5 | | TAE Tors wr REA. „ 
Aden It is certainly true, that 
many who pretend to cure this diſeaſe, 
do not know all the forms under which 
it appears in different patients. Theſe 
indeed are various, and will ſometimes 
deceive even the moſt experienced Prac- 
titioner. | 
A diſeaſe can en foal th 
ſymptoms, and even theſe will ſometimes © 
miſlead an inattentive obſerver. It is the 
aggregate of ſymptoms which conſtitutes 

the diſeaſe, and not any ſingle one. There 

is hardly one ſymptom of the venereal 

diſeaſe, which may not exiſt where the 

infection had never been received : But 
where all the leading ſymptoms are 
found, and the circumſtances of the caſe 
concur. to prove it is venereal, we you 
almoſt arrive at a certainty. 
There are certain modifications, how 
ever, of the venereal diſeaſe, which, 
though they differ in ſome ſymptoms, 


are ſo ſimilar in their effects on the fy 
tem, that they require nearly the ſame. 
method of treatment. Theſe, in dif- 
8 ferent 
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1e OF DISEASES WHICH RESEMBLE 
lerent countries, are known by different 


Mal Anglois in Canada, and in North 


Britain, Sivvens or Sibbens. As this diſ- 
order has never come under my inſpec- 
Lion, in any ſhape, I ſhall here inſert 


Mr.-Bell's account of it, who ſays he 
tas had many opportunities of ſeeing it, 
and 1 believe him to be an an- 


5 Am and obfervation. 


He ſays it erer appears in che f — 


| 10 a gonorrhœa, and ſeldom at firſt in 


any form on the genitals, owing to the 


manner in which it is moſt frequently 


communicated. The infection being for 


the moſt part received by eating or drink- 
ing out of the fame utenſils with thoſe 
labouring under the diſeaſe, it often ap- 
Pears at firſt in the throat, or ſome part 


of the mouth. In the mouth the ſores 


have the uſual appearances of venereal 


ulcers.” This is likewiſe the caſe in the 


throat when the diſeaſe has been of ſome 


duration; but at farſt, and often fox the 
* ſeveral weeks, although the patient 


com- 


uf LVES EEE aA. „„ 


. oF 


in ſwallowing, and a conſtant hoarſeneſs, 
there is nothing perceived upon inſpec- 
tion but a degree of tenderneſs, accom- © 
panied with an eryſipelatous redneſs of the 


_ amygdalz, uvula, and yelum pendulum 


palati. If not prevented, however, by 
the uſe of mercury, ulcers at laſt form 
upon theſe parts, and commonly ſpread 
more quickly than venereal ulcers uſually 
do in other parts of the body; inſomuch, 
that the uvula and amygdalæ will ſome- 
times be entirely deſtroyed in the courſe 
of a few days, and a degree of-hoarſe- 
neſs and loſs. of voice produced; from 
which the patient never afterwards. re- 
It is particularly apt to affect the in- 
ternal parts af the noſe; and when the 
ſores penetrate to the oſſa ſpongioſa, theſe 


ſoon become carious, and come away in 


ſmall pieces along with the matter, which 

zs always exceedingly fœtid. When not 

prevented by mercury, the ulcers ſpread 

| 2 * 
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1 1 OF DISEASES WHICH RESEMBLE 
. - theſe to the bones of the cheeks. In this 
manner the whole face becomes ulcer- 
a ated - for when theſe bones are affected, 
| © the contiguous ſoft parts likewiſe become 
4: ſoon diſeaſed. It is not uncommon for 
1 theſe ulcers to attack the eyelids. 
When the infection is not received 
by the mouth, the diſeaſe appears in a 
variety of forms in different parts of the 
- ſurface of the body. When the virus has 
entered the ſyſtem, the parts upon which 
it firſt commonly breaks out are the ge- 
nitals, the parts contiguous to the anus, 
the anterior parts of the thighs and legs, 
the under part of the abdomen, the 
| breaſt, arms, fingers and toes, and hairy 
ſcalp, It does not ſo readily fix upon the 
fleſhy parts of the legs or thighs, or on 
the back. In ſome, the parts become co- 
25 vered with an infinite number of ſmall 
puſtules; and, as they are itchy, the diſ-— 
eaſe is at firſt. often miſtaken for the itch. 
This happens the more readily, from its 
prevailing almoſt entirely among tlie com- 
mon people 3 who, from want of clean- 
Uneſs, 
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ff 


- THE-LUES VENEREA, | 6 5 * 


lineſs, a labour under itch; 2d 

fo much is fibbens-confined to this a ef 
people, that, excepting children, who are 
more particularly expoſed to receive in- 
fection from ſervants, thoſe in the higher 
ranks of life are ſcarcely ever attacked 
with it; at leaſt, few inſtances of their 
being ſo have TO within my an 
tion. | 

This pen Soon "i 44 
ſumes appearances, which ſufficiently 
_ diſtinguiſh it from itch ; the ſkin, upon 
which it is. ſeated; becomes thickened, - 
and ſomewhat elivated, and acquires the 


charaQteriſtic mark of venereal blotches, | 


a peculiar copper-coloured appearance. 
Ihe late Dr. Gilchriſt, of Dana 
in a paper upon this ſubject in the Phy- 
ſical and Literary Eſſays of Edinburgh, 
remarks, that theſe ſcabby eruptions are 
often met with on the ſcalp, forehead, 
© infide of the thighs, groins, and parts | 
* contiguous. Inflammation and excreſ- 
* cences about the fundament- are fre- 
"RY ; and it ſometimes appears in the - 
: form 
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„ OF DISEASES WE NEM | 
form of a herpes exedens, healing in 


© one part, and breaking out in another.“ 


Some have fmall tubercles, or hard 
elivated knots, upon the face, arms, and 
breaſt, ſomewhat reſembling ſmall pox at 


the height, but of a red or copper colour, 
aud accompanied with à painful degree 


of heat.” If mercury is given early, theſe 
tumours gradually ſubſide, otherwiſe they 


become large, and diſcharge a feœtid, 

viſeid matter, which forms into eruſts or 
flakes, and, on their falling off, the parts 
beneath are red, tender, and in r 


cafes in a ſtate of ulceration. 
nInſtead of this more numerous erup- 


tion, fome are attacked with ſmall in- 


flammatory boils, which do not readily 
fuppurate, but remain for a conſiderable 
time hard, and of a copper-colour, and 


at laſt diſcharge a thin, bloody ichor. 
'Thefe at firſt reſemble the common an- 


thrax, or carbuncle, but ſoon after burſt- 
ing, they aſſume all the appearances of 
ny true venereal ulcer. 3 


« But 


ew 


Ss THE LUES VENEREA, - 


But the moſt charaQeriſtic ſymptom | 


of this variety of ſyphilis, is a ſoft ſpongy 
excreſcenee, in ſiae and colour reſembling = 
.a common raſp, which is apt to appear 


on all ſuch parts as either become ulcer- 


ated, or that are attacked with any kind 
of eruption; fivvin or ſibben being i 


many parts of the Highlands the name 
of a wild raſp; and this being a very © 

frequent ſymptom of the- diſeaſe, is the 
cauſe of its being diftinguiſhed by this 
appellation. In ſome inſtances this ſpongy 
ſubſtance riſes to a conſiderable height; _ 


nor can it be kept down by any of the 


common eſcharotics; for, although en- 1 


tirely removed, if the virus of the diſ- 


eaſe be not eradicated by the uſe of a full 
courſe of mercury, it ſoon returns to a 


greater extent than before; but as mer- 


cury is commonly given as ſoon as this 


ſymptom becomes evidently marked, the 
exereſcence | is ſeldom ſo much clivated as 
it otherwiſe would be. 


. + Theſe fungdus productions are oc- 


. met with in every part of the 
| 33 e 


vr. 


D they are\particulpely_ te to 
on ſuch parts as have Become ten- 


„ whether previous eruption, or 
n the — deparated and 


1 | come off from the fin beneath; a cir" 


_ eumſfance which ſometimes takes e 
Is this eaſe, and when to any conſi- 
derable extent, alwiys with much incon- 
venienceand diſtreſs WM _ 
enn che treatiſe Which I have men- 
dated, Dr. Gilchriſt obſerves, that this 
. diſeaſe does not attack the large and ſolid 
, . bones, and very rarely any of the others. 


f x upon the bones of the 
e ſeen it indeed in every 

m 3 and in every form 
— 2 which lues venerea uſually ap- 
pears, except in chancres on the genitals. 
I have ſeEn it produce ſores reſembling 


of purſes}; and where an infection has 
— r been 


* 


F haze, however, ſeen ſeveral inſtances 


of the can in which both the bones 
af the legs and arms Ive been affected; 
aa 2 7 means ungommon to find 


chancres on the lips, and on the nipples 


from this cauley avoiding venereal. inter . 


met with in the form of chancres upon 


of the genitals, are particularly apt to be 


bes * | +4 
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been of long duration, I have known ul. 
cers form upon the penis; but I haye 
not known an inſtance of its producing 
chancres either in men or women from 
. *cottion.;3- owing, I imagine, to all who. 
are attacked with ulcers upon theſe parts 


courſes, which, they, very univerſally do, 
till a cure is obtained by a courſe of mer- 
cury. But although ſibbens is not uſually 


the penis; this, as well as other parts 


attacked with ſuch ulcers as appear from 
the virus having entered the conſtitution, Ja 
In different inſtarites I have known the 
whole penis and ſcrotum kb with 
it; but this has commonly happeneg 
from the patient having neglected too 
long to call for medical aſſiſtance, of 
from mercury being given in too ſmall 
quantities. of 7 a 
Theſe ulcers, like the uſual form of 
venereal ulcers procceding from the con- 
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* © Rifinjonal form of the diſeaſe, * * | 
| monly produce buboes. This, how- e 


* n 4 *. 
" 


ug ever; is not al; for _buboes ſome- 
\ © times take place in fbbenggnotonly a 
the primary ulcers of the diſeaſe; as F 


* 


. HBave in more than one inſtance Per- 
1 ” #eived in the arm-pit, from ſores pro- 
duced upon the nipple in nurſing an 4 
infected child, but alſo from thoſe which « 
1 appear upon the penis and other parts of 
the genitals, from the virus having en- | 
tered the ſyſtem ; and the appearance f 
Gs buͤboes produced by ſibhens whether in 


6 Fe their ſwelled or ulcerated Rates,” i Win, 5 
* every reſpect, the ſame with tha o e 
4 3 form of venereal bubo. 8 
8 2 Syphilis, in whatever way the r at 


Qion is communicated, is readily tranſ- 
mitted as Ehave already had occaſion to 

| ee, from parents to the fœtus in utero, 
3 and this is particularly apt to happen f in 
1 ſibbens. Sibbens, therefore, proves a 
13 | frequent cauſe of abortions, although in 
I ſome inſtances children are born with it 
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3 ai full-time, arid in a few it hgeak 9. 

4 9 in the couffe of che firſt 1 after 

K delivery. „ 


n he a te ſibbens, bel of 
every variety of lues venerea, mercury 
is che only remedy upon "which we. can 5 | 
a '- wh place dependance. Sarſaparilla, guaiacum, "if 
” and mezereon, have r proved 
7 uſeful; ; hut dudes mercury reury alone for 
40 * * a radical cure The obſervations we have ** 
already had octaſion to offer on the em- 
ployment of mercury; apply with equal * 
— e propriety. to the treatment of every 8 
= * * ſymptom of ſibbene. It is therefore un- 
t neceſſary to confider the ſubjeck farther 
42 t preſent; but, while 1 we refer for this | 
& Jn 3 lifferent parts of tus preced- ' 
* ing pages, think it right to obſerve, — 
„chat a greater quantity of mercury is in 
| 1 moſt . required for the cure of. 
k fibbens, than we uſually find to be ng. 


1 


* 


Ns 


Wp. 
i 


* * er in the ordinary Forth» of the diſ- 
ele. Relief is obtained With perhaps 


equal eaſe, and ap may be put to the 
Nn progreſs 2 the diſeaſe, by” the * 


| N N 2 * ſame , 
9 . a | N Ma * | | | 


3 * . | v W* ob ay | | * 
e or vnn en FM 
ſame quantity that we employ för the, © 5 
| common ſymptoms of po®; but it is more " 
| apt 9 return if the medicine be . a 
given in Aarger quantities, and conti- © & > H 
el for a conſiderable time after every K 
Fe appearance of infection is removed. When > 
® the diſeaſe has been of long duration, x as, 
mercury ought to be continued for ſeven 0 
or eight weeks after ES ſymꝑtom has , 
1 „ 
4 diſappeared. e * „ 
*& practitioner of e and * | 
ſeryation, and who had many opportu- | 
| E u$ * % 
nities of ſeeing every ſymptom of ſib- 
bens, informed me, that mercurius ſub- * 
lümatus verrofivus frequently proves ſuc- 
ceſsful in the cure. of the more verge 
92 ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, when the milder " 
Feparations of mercury fail. He. gave 
: * 
it in the form of drops 2 Sixteen grains 
were diſſolvedun an ounce of 2 with 4 
| the addition of eightf{grains - | 
ammoniac; and of this ten on nas” # 
given three or ohr t * a- day. * 
* When ulcers inthe throat and other 


'S parts do not * Yield to the uſe of 
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. * 
| * * mercury we have recourſe to cauſtic 54 
MY... -eſcharotics, and they. prove 3 uſeful 


. here, as in every variety of 
* ing from lues venerea. In various it 


4 1 ſtarices they haye been rendered clean, | 


and brought into , healing condition, by 


proceed- 


, © fumigating with * cignabar, when they 


n *. had previguily, reliſted, exerx other re- 
medy. wy Pg © 


n The public howerek, are equally in- 
tereſted | in the prevention of this diſeaſe | 
[> in the cure of it; particularly in thoſe 


i 
. iſtricts where it has long yprevailed; 


* and with proper attention there is much 
— reaſon to ſuppoſe that it might ſoon be 


eradicated. In ſome parts of Scotland 


ed and wo means by which it has been 
done are ſimple, and eaſily practiſed. 


to cleanlineſs, and in preventing nurſes 
and other ſervants from being employed, 
where there is the leaſt reaſon to imagine 


— 


- 2 


this has already indeed been accompliſh-" 


< * 


. 


2 


G 


* 


&T hef conſiſt entirely in _aydue attention 


1 5 
= * 


that they are infeched. In the choice of 4 | 


a marley this is a point of the utmoſt i im- 
a oj '® 3, _ 


"A 


234. 
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_ i 0 oy, in ſibbens, as in | every; form, Pe * 
ſyphilis,” I have had many Proofs of = 
the diſeaſe being communicated by the. 
mille alone; and as this is almoſt the 
only way by which ic has found acceſs to 
familſſes of rank, they are particularly in- * 
| tereſted i in preventing it. * 
„ehe Wel difficulty which occurs 
to the prevention of this diſeaſe, pro- 
"coeds rom thoſe who ought” moſt ; anxi- = 
| oully t: to wiſh for it, The infected are ſo 
much afraid of a diſcovery being to in. 
jure their reputation, that they do all i in 
ore to conceal it ; by which they 
are often prevented. from taking mercury 
3 a that complete manner by which alone 
2 cure can be accompliſhed. - T'know, =» 
however, that this anxiety for conceal- 
| ment may be removed; and, with pro- 
Ti "* per attention, that thoſe poor people, 
who dthevwile would fall victims o 
baneful effects of the diſeaſe, may be 
1 ceaſily induced to apply for medical aſ- x 
= by ſiſtance. The clergy bave this ſo much 
3 in their ee that __ their inter- 
1 ferenee 
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they agreed to the more readily from | 


ner. In this way it was ſoon carried off . | 
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ference * ſibbens might ſoon be eradi- 1 5 2 * 
cated. In one pariſh this was actually done. N 
The diſeaſe had Tpread to ſuch an alarm- 


ing height, that above three-fourghs of the Te 
inhabitants were infected, and many of 


the more delicate," 'particularly young 
children and females, died under it. This 1 


had gone on for many years, when, 7 


the exertions of the clergyman of the 
* " payith” it was entirely removed in the 
courſe of a ſhort time. He went per- 


ſonally to every individual of his pariſh, . 
and convinced them of the propriety of — 


applying for medical aſſiſtance immedi- 


ately on the difeaſe breaking out, which 


their being ſenſible that all of them had 
got the diſeaſe in the moſt innocent man 


and by due attention to cleanlineſs, and 
avoiding all kind of intereourſe with 

thoſe whom they ſuſpected to labour un- 

der it, the diſeaſe has now for a. con- 
ſiderable time been entirely ſubdued- 
This has in ſome degree, indeed, been 3 
0 N 4 the 1 


- * 


— "OF 
— — — — 
— — 


- —_— — — — 
— — 


— 
—— A — —— — 


— — ——— — — —jä — ——— 


wo —— 


— — —— 
- — - 
—— ĩ˙—:—— — — —— ER II 


„5 
OF DISEASES Winch RESEMBLE + 


3 * 
. 
184 


| the” caſe in every diſtrict of Scotland 
where ſibbens ever prevailed®. In ſome 


ſituations it has been nearly eradicated, 
and in fone is it now ſo frequent as it 


Was ſome years ago. There is much 
* therefore to Hope, iht by the ſu- 


perior attention to cleanlineſs, which of 


late years has prevailed among our com. | 
mon people, it will ſoon rape * 


where unknown. Nene oe 


If the diſeaſe, as it — in ca- 1 


* K. is the ſame with the ſibbens in 
Scotland; and from all that I have heard 


of it, there is no cauſe to doubt of its 


being ſo; the ſame method of cure will 


ene and the lame means of, 
e muſt be obſeryed,” ” * | 


I have inſerted this article at full 


length, becauſe it throws conſiderable 


light on the nature of the venereal poi- 
ſon, and the means of preventing its 
progreſs: | Another reaſon is, that the 


EN preygils, chiefly among a claſs of 


people, who, from their circumſtances | 
and ſituation, are either deprived of all 


3 if re- 
3 5 * & 


1 


in * 
* 0 | 
8 bn OG medical wh or are Fa to 
put up with that of the 2 worſt "7. 
You 1 * 
Fd Mr. Bell frac? to think, wer this pe. 17 


. cies of the venereal diſeaſe might be era- 
dicated by due attention to cleanlineſs,” I 
am entirely of his o opinio! but do not 
Tee why the advantages of ſuperior cleun-⸗ 
lineſs ſhould be confined to one ſpecies, 

| of the venereal diſeaſe. I have alreadỹx 
recommended it as the beſt preventivè in 
every ſhape under Which that "diſorder 
appears, and think a, due regard' to it 
would go à great length towards extir- 

, © pating the contagion altogether. * 
The ſame author obſerves, that the 
clergy might be of great uſe in eradicat- 
ing this malady, in which I Hkewiſe cor- 

© dially agree with him; but do not fee + 
why their uſefulneſs ſhould be confined 
to the ſextirpation of one diſorder. It 

conſiſts with my knowledge, that the 
Itch,-and' other diſeaſes ariſing from ne- 
glect of cleanlineſs, may be extirpated in 
any pariſh by the exertions of the cler- 
* | , A | 7 ; gym an. 
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gyman. Of . this 1 Have PR TR 
and therefore know dt to be a SA 
r 
[OE Ob. ao ilk which, 
pPraves more fatal to mänkind than the 
lues venerea, that it is in the power of 
the clergy almoſt wholly to diſarm of its 
© King—l mean the ſmall-pox. The clergy - 
alone have it in their power to renders ._. 
| inoculation univerſal, which would ſave 
the lives of many thouſands of innocefit 
babes, who annually periſh in this coun- 
try by the ravages of that baneful ma- 
lady. Some of the clergy, to their i im- 
mortal honour, have effected chis in their 
4 own puriſhes; and it is to be hoped that 
many others will follow ſo noble an ex- 
ample. Though I think a clergyman 
4 Eannot be better employed than in pre- 
ſerving the health and lives of thoſe un- 
der his care; yet Ido not mean to over- 
load him ſo. much as to recommend the 
| drudgery of attending the ſick; This 
* might be both diſagreeable and danger- # 
aus: But * ener of a pariſh has, ge- 
nerally 


| 
| 
. 
| 
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| 
| 


=" 


# them good and Wholeſomèe advice. 
chiefly among che lower claſs of people; 
have any good advice; for this real 


the clergyman, who is always a man of 


them to be their on phyſicians. The 


attention. No doubt, miſchief is done 
by adminiſtering mercury at random; ; 
but with common care and prudence, a 
this will not be the caſe. + * 


* 
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nerally. ſpeaking, great influence over his 
- flock, and may almoſt induce them to 
do what he pleaſes, merely by giving 


It is obferved,% that the ſibbens prevails 


but theſe people can ſeldom afford, to * 


reading and knowledge, ought to give 
them ſuch inſtructions as will enable * 
moſt ignorant peaſant, of that cauntry _— 
where the ſibbens prevails, knows how 

to cure the itch ; but I will venture to 
ſay, that the one is as eaſily cured às tze 
other. People are alarmed at the name 
of mercury, and think it requires to be 
adminiſtered with the greateſt {kill and 


People of more zeal than M 
are apt to think chat thoſe who ſuffer by 
* che 


* 
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the venereal diſeaſe deſerve no commi- 


KW 
* 


fſeration, and ought nt to be pitied nor 


relieved. IT hough this is an ene 
idea, yet it may have ſome foundation 5 7 
where guilt is connected with puniſh- 
ment. But this can neyer apply to pa- 
tients afflicted with ſibbens. Their com- 
*plaints do, not proceed from any illicit 
commerce, but are generally the effect 
5 of that intercourſe in families, which 
& "iſt" ſubſiſt among children ſervants, 
and nurſes, and which renders theychoice 


of both the latter an object of conſider- 
able importanee. ** * 


T4 


0 Some doubt if che ſib e the 4 * 


© TW as*the lues venerea, as they do 
not, in all cht ſymptoms, exattly agree; 
de this as it may, their effects on the 
* ſyſtem are ſo ſimilar, that we may ve 
ture to recommend the ſame mode of * 
treatment, and have reaſon to believe it 
will Teldom fail to accompliſh a cure. 
The different forms that this diſeaſe 
aſſumes, give reaſon to ſuſpect that the 


poiſon has * much longer among 
i | 1 man» 


* 
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a, TY 


5 


1 | 


T 


© 
% : I; * P 2 ; - 4 * 


THE LUES lt, n, 


* * *- mankind than is generally dungs Ar 

N its firſt appearance in Europe, it bore a a 
-—preater reſemblance to the ſibbens Ner- Ki 

to the lues as it mots ſhows itſelf, - Fre 

egi believe th@ firſt writers on the * 

'* Ject, this was the caſe, If it has changed 

N * once, it may change again; and, E the 

«Wl ® 3 of Europe 1 in a much 

re ele ant manner, and are work at- 3 

25 "wh 


cleanligęſs, than at the time 


* „this diſorder firſt appeared, we have a- 
* ef ſion to hope 9 t it will become milder. 3k 


* 


The change of living has almoſt b 

1 de pales why may it not have 
* el dune M on the lues? Theſe two 
+ diſeaſes do not diff ſo — from 


js "# 
as: one another; dg ſome may magine. The 
; 105 Ey ig cura the leproſy, 
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E effects of mercury vary annuch 
Fs in different patients, ariſing either | 


from a peculiarity of . or” v4 


ſame morbid, affection of the em, 4 
that, previous to the admin iſtration of 


this medicine, particular inquiry ue N 
always to b& mie concerning the pa- p 
es habit f body, Toarlfigh of ph * 
otherwiſe ſole Feerggpnpleaſant gir | 
aste may Occ 9 the progteso 8 


* of mercury tha Vill not 
Save the leaſt effect on one pa ent, will 
3 throw another into @ violent faliyation, 
and en endanger his life. There i is no 
. by which we can an Judge, before-hand, 
4 of 
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"i SOME EFFECTS, or MEROURY, 4 W 
of the effects tak mercury will produce 
on any individual. The fafeſt method, 
W BS therefore, as has already been obſerved, 
is to begin with ſmall” doſes, and to in- | 
creaſe them” gradually. as circumſtances 
may ſuggeſt, A phyſician, in "many 
+ » caſes, muſt feel his way; and this. is not 
more necellary on any occalion than in 
the exhibition of mercury. = 
Mt has been obſerved, that thoſe p46 
| have their mouths ſooneſt affected wit 
4 the mercury are ęaſſeſt cured, This is 
* certainly true; but it i is alſo true that ſome 
will receive a complete cure, where little 
or no ſalivation is excited. To effect this 
purpoſe, however, the, ſyſtem muſt. be 
full impregugted with the mercury; and. 
its uſe ſhould be, continued fog ſome 
Weeks after all the ſymptoms dila 
e This ought * he an a 7 9 
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Th 4 a 4 1 1 * gp 
1 I am at this moment called upon by a'y | 
e „ e 
Welt Indie. About four months ago he applied 
ſurgeon, of ſome celebrity in ads line of practice, LE 


* Tit — 


* 


* ee rrrrers or muothy * 
Though the lues venerea proves moſt 

8 cbliinats i in pexſons of a ſcrofulous habit 3 
yet the adminiſtration of mercury is more 
difficult where the patient is affected with 
a deep ſcuryy. I have met with ſeveral 


caſes where it was almoſt impoſſible to 


- 


ho of a common l adviſed him to waſh it 
© Frequently with Goulare 8 N and rub in the mer- 
-  Eurial ointment. three weeks the ſymp Br. 
F = peared, and he nſidered as cured. He | 


fion to go a pretty long j 22 into the e „ 


* before he reached the end of it, Ke was ſeized with a ſore” 


throat, and blotches appeared in ſeveral parts of his body. 


A practitioner of phyſic, in the town to which he went, 


_ adviſed him to go reugh a courſe of mercury. To © 


=» this he agreed, and, during its uſe, the ſymptoms again, 


to London, the e 
— hishroat, | 
eu, firſiand laſt, be has Eren med for 


| weeks, yet it is e ze is not cured, 


dliſappeared. But, on 


_ appeared agein, and he complain 
| ſore. 


f larſaparilla. 
: Tai gantleman i is convinced if he had gone to ſea after 
be bas — 2 by his firſt attendant as cured, that he 


* rn 


Was likghywto have happened, that he 
2 injured his, wiel and had 
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Have adviſed him to go Wrong eſh courſe of * 
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patient's life by an exceſſive ſalivation. 
I would therefore adviſe thoſe who have 
been long : at ſea, and on their return 
have had the misfortune to contract this 


malady, to be extremely cautious how 


they uſe mercury ; otherwiſe they may 
have cauſe to repent of their raſhneſs. _ 
I ſaw a remarkable inſtance of this 


ſome years ago, in a young man who 


belonged to the fleet, but was at that time 
on his way to his friends in the country, 
having been diſmiſſed from an hoſpital as 
incurable, When I faw him he was al- 
moſt in the agonies of death. His 
countenance was pale as aſhes, his pulſe 


feeble, and his voice faultering. But 


the moſt remarkable ſymptom was a con- 


tinual dripping of blood from every out- 
let of the body. Though I ſay blood, it 
hardly deſerved that name, for it was ſo 
thin as juſt to be perceivable upon a white 
cloth. I did not learn how long this dif- 


charge had continued ; but it had reduced 
him from a remarkably fine young man, 
by all accounts, to a mere keleton. I tried 

0 te 


„ SOME EFFECTS OF MERCURY 
to throw in aſtringents and cordials, but 
n vain. The powers of life were too far 
exhauſted for medicine to take any effect. 
All I could learn of this young mari 
was, that he had been long at ſea; that on 
is return to England he had the misfor- 
tune to be injured, and had been ſent to 
an hoſpital. I neither know how he was 
treated, nor how long he had been ill ; 
but from ſeveral caſes which have face 
fallen under my obſervation, I am con- 
vinced that he owed his premature death 
to the improper uſe of mercury. Of this 
the following caſe will leave little room 
to doubt. 
A young ſailor, . had made four 
voyages, in ſucceſſion, to the Eaſt Indies, 
and who was too complete a tar to pay 
any attention to his health, was, ſoon 
after his arrival from the fourth voyage, 
fo unlucky as to get injured. He con- 
cealed his ſituation from his uncle, who 
was his guardian, till he was completely 
* I was then conſulted, and found 
it neceſſary to put him immediately un- 
der 
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der a courſe of mercury ; but, not being 
aware of the ſtate of his body, I had well 
nigh loſt my patient. Before he had taken 
half the quantity of mercury neceſſary to 
cure his diſorder, he was ſeized with ſuch 
a violent diſcharge of ſaliva, mixed with 
blood, as required all my ſkill and exer- 
tions to check. It run in a continued 
ſtream from his mouth, ſo as to fill ſeve- 
ral waſh-hand baſins in the courſe of a 

day. 
Buy the apes of opiates 71 af 
tringent medicines this diſcharge was got 
the better of, but not before the patient's 
life was in imminent danger; and I am 
convinced, if it had happened at ſea, or 
in any ſituation where he could not haye 
had proper nurſing, and every kind of 
medical aſſiſtance, he muſt have loſt his 
life. He was indeed an irregular patient, 
and could not be induced to keep himſelf 
warm, even when the ſalivation was at 
the higheſt ; but I imputed the exceſſive 
diſcharge chiefly to the effect of mercury 
O 2 on 
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on a habit deeply t tainted with Uh fea 
ſcurvy. 

When, from the patient's manner of 
life, or other circumſtances, there is rea- 
fon to ſuſpe&t a lurking ſcurvy, every me- 
thod ſhould be taken to remove it, previ- 
oufly to his entering on a courſe of met- 
cury. This may be effected by a vege- 
table diet, and the uſe of antiſcorbutic 
"medicines duly perſiſted in. It will, how- 
ever, be neceſſary in ſuch caſes to ad- 
migniſter thoſe preparations of mercury 
Which are leaſt apt to affect the mouth, 
and to give them in very ſmall doſes. 
Some with this view recommend the 
Plummer's Pill, which, being a combina- 
tion of mercury and ſulphur, is rendered 
very mild in its operation. But ] prefer 
the corroſive ſublimate in ſmall quantities, 
which, while it is leſs apt to run off by the 
falivary glands than the others, is-one of 
the moſt active preparations of mercury, 
and ſeldom fails to remove the lues when 
properly adminiſtered. 
955 When 
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When mercury runs too much to the 
mouth, it is common to have recourſe to 
purgatives ; but theſe will ſeldom be 
found to anſwer the expectations of the 
practitioner. They weaken the patient, 
already too much exhauſted, and ſeldom 
put a ſtop to the diſcharge. I would 
therefore, in preference to theſe, recome 
mend opiates, and aſtringent medicines, to 
be applied to the parts affected in form of 
waſhes, gargles, &c. 

Though opium may be englonad as a 
gargle, it will be of more ſervice taken 
inwardly. A ſufficient doſe of this ſooth- 
ing cordial ſeldom fails to take off the 
irritation and pain, ſo diſtreſſing in a pro- 
fuſe ſalivation, and to procure reſt, fo 
much wiſhed for by the patient. A pill, 
containing from half a grain to a grain of 
opium, may be given evening and morn- 
ing, or oftener, if the pain and reſtleſſneſs 
make it neceſſary. 5 

Waſhes may be made of an infuſion of 
red roſe leaves, tormentil root, willow 
bark, Peruvian bark, oak bark, galls, or 


O 3. any 
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any other aſtringent vegetable. But 
What I generally employ is powdered 
borax rubbed up with honey, and held 
in the mouth; or it may be made into a 
waſh by diſſolving it in boiling water, 
and afterwards adding the honey. An 
ounce of borax and two ounces of honey 
to a pint of water is the uſual propor- 
tion. JR 
It has been common to adminiſter ſul- 
phur to check a ſalivation; but this idea 
has originated in theory more than from 
practice. Though ſulphur combined with 
mercury leſſens its activity, it does not 
follow that it will have the ſame effect 
when taken into the ſyſtem. I am in- 
clined to think, if it has any effect at all, 
it is owing to its purgative quality, and 
not to its action upon the mercury. 
A variety of medicines, combined with 
mercury, have been recommended to 
prevent its affecting the mouth; but as 
theſe only tend to leſſen its activity, the 
fame purpoſe may be anſwered by dimi- 
niſhing the doſe; Where due attention 
18 
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is paid to this, and the patient is kept 
ſufficiently warm, tliere will ſeldom be 
reaſon to fear his being thrown into an 
exceſſive ſalivation, unleſs his conſtitu- 
tion is peculiarly irritable, has been 
broken down by repeated ſalivations, 
or is deeply affected with the ſcurvy. 

When the ſaliva is mixed with blood, 
as in the caſe related above, and the diſq- 
charge is very copious, the patient's 
ſtrength muſt be ſupported with red wine 
and light nouriſhing diet; and he may 
take frequently from twenty to thirty 
drops of the oil of turpentine in a glaſs of 
cold water. In diſcharges of blood from 
any part of the body I have found this 
to be an excellent medicine. 

Mercury ſometimes accaſions a diſ- 
charge of blood from the bowels, as well 
as from the mouth. This ſymptom is 
not without danger, and ought, as ſoon 
as poſſible, to be removed. The patient's 
diet ought chiefly to conſiſt of mild farina- 
ceous ſubſtances, as flower boiled in 
milk, rice boiled or baked, animal jellies, 

04 and 
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and ſuch like. Opium may be given as 
recommended aboye, with the addition 
of from five to ten grains of gum kino to 
every grain of the opium. If the kino 
is not at hand, a tea- ſpoonful of the tinc- 
ture of Catechu may be taken, in any 
liquid, three or four times a day, and a 
clyſter of thin ſtarch, with a tea - ſpoonful 
of laudanum in it, may be thrown up 
every night at bed-time, or oftener if it 
is found neceſlary. 

Few things tend more to injure the 
conſtitution under a courſe of mercury 
than profuſe ſweating. On the old plan 
of adminiſtering mercury it was impoſſi- 
ble to avoid this. The patient was ſhut 
up in a ſmall apartment; his bed was 
placed by the ſide of a large fire, and of- 
ten between two fires; while every me- 
thod was taken to prevent, even the 
ſmalleſt particle of freſh air from having 
acceſs to him. Profuſe ſweats will never 
affect the patient, if he is kept in a proper 
temperature. His apartment ought to 
be large, and he may go from one room 

| * to 
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to another, unleſs the weather be uncom- 


monly ſevere, or his conſtitution very 
delicate. The moſt likely way-to avoid 
taking cold is to keep the body in an 
even temperature, and never ſuffer it to 
be too much heated. In ſhort, the ſafeſt 
way 1s, to avoid all extremes. 

Should the patient, however, be ſeized 
with profuſe ſweats, he muſt not only be 
kept cool, but put on a nouriſhing diet, 
with a moderate allowance of wine, and 
take two tea-ſpoonfuls of Huxham's 
tincture of the bark in a glaſs of red port, 
three times a day. This medicine will 
be improved, by adding to every ounce 
of the tincture, a dram of the acid elixir 
of vitriol. | > 

Mercury ſometimes, though rarely, 
runs to the kidneys. When this hap- 
pens, the patient muſt be kept warm, to 


promote the perſpiration; and he may 


take ſuch aſtringent medicines as have 
been already recommended in exceflive 


diſcharges from the bowels or mouth. 
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ATIENTS who have been afflicted 
_ with the venereal diſeaſe, although 


they have received a complete cure, are 
apt to be alarmed at every trifling ſymp- 
tom which they think bears any re- 


ſemblance to that malady. Under this im- 


preſſion I have known ſome go through a 
eomplete courſe of mercury for a pimple 
on the noſe; and others ruin their conſti- 
tutions, by ſwallowing drugs, ſold by ad- 
vertiſing quacks as infallible remedies for 
a difeaſe under which they did not labour. 


It is the misfortune of hypochondriacs 
to be continually haunted by one diſeaſe 


or another. If a perſon of this deſcription 


has the misfortune to get poxed, he ſel- 


dom loſes ſight of it, or leaves off taking 
| medicine 
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medicine till his conſtitution is deſtroyed, 
A young man belonging to this claſs, 
after a ſlight infection, kept teaſing me 
for above a twelvemonth, from a per- 
ſuaſion that his noſe was daily growing 
thicker. At laſt I refuſed to ſee him, 


when he went to a quack, who indulged” . 


him in his whim, till he drained him of 


his laſt guinea, and then diſmiſſed him 


for a fool, 

Women are ſtill more apt to be alarm- 
ed in this ſituation than men. Many of 
them believe that a perſon once tho- 
roughly infected, can never be radically 


cured. Under this perſuaſion they im- 


pute every ach, pain, or pimple, to the 
venereal poiſon lurking in the ſyſtem, 
and lead both themſelves and huſbands 
- moſt miſerable. lives. Humanity ſhould 
induce medical men to do every thing in 
their power to eradicate theſe hurtful 
notions, But this is, to my knowledge, 


not an eaſy taſk, The lady whoſe caſe 


was mentioned in a former chapter, made 
herſelf and huſband both ſo unhappy, 
8 notwith- 
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Fo. notwithſtanding all I could ſay to her, 
1 that I adviſed her at laſt to go to the late 
Mr. John Hunter, and take his opinion 
of her caſe. He told her ſhe was per- 
fectly well. But even this did not fully 
ſatisfy her, till ſhe brought forth at a 
birth, two of the moſt ur babes I 
ever faw. 01 ; 
Women, however, are more apt to 
have relics of this diſeaſe lurk about them 
than men. Their conftitutions are not 
. Jo able to undergo a thorough courſe of 
4 mercury; neither have they ſo much re- 
ſolution as men, to perſiſt in its uſe for a 
ſufficient length of time. It is here the 
female patient generally miſſes her cure. 
A few days ago a man brought his wife 
to me to ſee if I thought her perfectly 
cured. On aſking ſome queſtions, I told 
him I had every reaſon to believe ſhe was 
well; but, according to my cuſtom, 
ſaid ſhe had better continue to take 
medicine for a few weeks longer, that no 
ground of ſuſpicion might remain. At 
this ſhe began to cry; ſaid ſhe had been 
is. taking 
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taking mercury for above three years, 


and deſired to know when ſhe ſhould have 


done taking it. On inquiry, I found 


what ſhe ſaid was true, but that ſhe had 


never perſiſted in its uſe above three 'or 
four weeks at one time; but as ſoon as 

her mouth grew a little ſore, ſhe left it 
off, and when the ſymptoms e 


returned to its uſe again. 
I told her ſhe might keep 5 mer- 


cury for twenty years in that way, and 


not be cured: That the only certain way 
to get cured was by perſiſting in the uſe of 
the ſpeciſic, not only till all the fymptoms 
diſappeared, but for ſeveral weeks aſter. 
It is here the quack fails; and the haſty 
eure turns out to be no cure at all. Nor 
are the Faculty themſelves always ſuffi- 
.ciently aware of this trap. The idea of 
a quick cure is very ſoothing; and when 


the patient ſays, Why ſhould I take me- 


dicine after Iam well? the phyſician often 


ſuffers him to go from under his care-too 
ſoon, | If the ſmalleſt ſpark is left, it will 


Kindle up into a flame. Here it may be 


truly 
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truly ſaid, A LITTLE LEAVEN LEAVEN= 
ETH THE WHOLE LUMP.” | 
When the patient's conduct, or any 
doubtful ſymptoms, give the leaſt ground 
to ſuſpect that the poiſon' ſtill lurks in the 


ſyſtem, the beſt plan, both for the ſatiſ- 


faction of the phyſician and the ſafety of 


the patient, is to put him through a com- 


plete courſe of mercury, taking care at 
the fame time that his conſtitution re- 
ceives no injury. What will greatly tend 
to prevent the conſtitution from being 
hurt by the mercury, and likewiſe 


promote its beneficial effects on the 


ſyſtem, will be a liberal uſe of the de- 


coction of ſarſaparilla, or Liſbon diet- 
drink. 
The venereal diſeaſe has, by ſome, 


been ſuppoſed to induce a variety of other 
complaints; while others deny that this 
ever happens. The truth is, that this, 


like other maladies which weaken the 


conſtitution, certainly prediſpoſes it to 


diſeaſe. But it doth not follow, that the 
lues venerea will produce the ſmall po 


or 
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or any other diſeaſe that originates from 
a ſpecific infection. The ſmall pox or 
meaſles do not engender the rickets or 
ſcrofula; yet every practitioner knows 
that the latter often ſucceed to the for- 
mer, eſpecially if they are of the malig. 
nant, or what are called the bad kind. 

When the venereal diſeaſe ſeems to in- 
duce other maladies, there is generally 
reaſon to ſuſpect that there has exiſted in 

the conſtitution a prediſpoſition to ſuch 
diſorder, and that the venereal taint, by 
weakening the conſtitution, might act as 
a prediſpoſing cauſe, in exciting the other 
malady. Every one knows that people 
afflicted with the ſcrofula are more liable 
to diſeaſes of the lungs than thoſe who 
have no tendency that way; and that if 
ſymptoms of a conſumption appear in 
ſuch perſons, they ſeldom recover. 

Mr. Bell, of Edinburgh, mentions a 
number of caſes, and ſays he is in poſſeſ- 
ſion of many more, where the ſymptoms 
were occaſioned by the venereal poiſon 

lurking in the __ though the diſeaſe 


allumed 
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aſſumed an appearance very different from 
that of the ſyphilis. In all the caſes how- 
ever which he mentions, ſymptoms of a 
ſuſpicious nature, ſooner or later, ſeem to 
have made their appearance, as blotches 

on the {kin, obſtinate ſores, or ill-condi- 
© tioned ulcers, ſwelling. of the joints, tu- 
mours, with a fluctuation of matter in 


them, &c. When ſuch ſymptoms as 


theſe appear, and no adequate cauſe can 
be aſſigned for them, there is certainly 


ground to ſuſpect a lurking lues ve- 


nerea. 

| In caſes where no ſuſpicious ſymptoms 
appear, but which do not yield to the 
uſual methods of treatment, the ſtricteſt 
IpguIry ought to be made concerning the 
patient's former manner of life; and uf it 


is found that he has ever been unforty®* 


nate in the venereal line, and has re- 
ceived, what is called an expeditious 
cure, there will be reaſon to ſuſpect a 
lurking lues as the cauſe of his diſorder, 
and the cure muſt be conducted accord- 


ingly. 


It 


4 
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It ſeems to be a queſtion, Whether or 
no a ſpeeific poiſon introdueed into the 
ſyſtem can produce any other diſeaſe, ex- 
cept that from which the potſon is taken. 


It is not my intention to go into difficult 


diſquiſitions on obſcure ſubjects; but I am 
inclined to think that a ſpecific poiſon 


may induce morbid affections very differ- 


ent, in their appearance, from the diſeaſe 


which gave Tife to them. I have more 


than once ſeen affections of the ſkin follow 
the inoculation of the ſmall pox, which 
no one, unacquainted with the circum- 
ſtauces, would have fuppoſed to have any 
'connexion with that difeaſe. | 
Any one converſant in the buſineſs of 


inoculation, muſt know that an eryſipela- 


tous inflatin ation often ſucceeds to that 
operation, arid goes regularly off before the 
mall pox make their appearance. Nay, 
T have known the meaſles make their ap- 
pearance about the time when the fmall 
pox were expected, go through their 
courſe, and the ſmall pox ſeem to walt 
Till they had done ſo, and then appear. 


p I do. 
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I do not ſay the matter of the ſmall pox 
actually produced the - meaſles, | but it 
would ſeem to have prediſpoſed the nad 
to. that diſeaſe. 
It is well known that ae wt 1 
mat patients in the ſmall pox are often 


© much diſordered by it, eſpecially if they 


ſleep. in the ſame bed with them. I 
have once or twice ſeen a putrid fever 
which ſeemed to me to. have been occa- 
ſioned by the nurſes lying night and day, 
for three. weeks, in bed with children, 
who died of a very bad kind of ſmall 
pox., This conduct alſo hurts the patient. 

A medical man of my acquaintance, in 
taking matter to inoculate a number of 
children for the ſmall pox, happened to 


cut his finger with a lancet covered with 


the matter. He wrapped it up, and 
thought no more of it, till about eight or 
nine days after, when he began to feel an 
unuſual ſenſation, or rather an irritation, 
about his heart, which he could not ac- 
count for. . Some degree of ſickneſs and 
nauſea enſued, and, he was ſeized with a 

fainting 
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Fainting fit. On recoyering from this he 
had ſome warm drink, and was put to 
bed. Next morning a raſh appeared all 
dver him, that had ſome reſemblance to 
the meaſles; but he thinks it kept out 
rather longer than the meaſles uſually do. 
Though one would not venture to 
aſſert that this raſh was occaſioned by the 
pocky matter abſorbed from the wound, 
yet ſo many circumſtances. concurred to 
make the- gentleman think ſo, that, to 
this day, he cannot be perſuaded to the 
contrary. This gentleman had the ſmall 
pox in the natural way, when young, 
but has no recollection of having! had the 
mealles. 

Whether or not a ſpecific polen taken 
into the ſyſtem, at a time when it is not 
diſpoſed to take on the diſeaſe, will 
| produce another, or induce any morbid 
aſſection Whatever? are queſtions that 
we ſhall leave to the diſcuſſion of future 

phyliologiſts. j 
Mr. Bell is of opinion, that at 8 | 
poiſon of the ſyphilis exiſts in the ſyſtem, 
| R but 
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but not in fofficient force to ſhow reſets 
by the uſual and more obvious ſymptoms 
of the diſeaſe, it may, notwithſtanding, 
in various inſtances be capable of exciting 
a great deal of derangement, and even 
many diſeaſes which otherwiſe might not 
take place, and that it will more eſpe- 
cially be apt to produce thoſe diſeaſes to 
which the conſtitution is prediſpoſed, or 
thoſe to which the patient is rendered 
liable by expoſure to particular occaſional 
cauſes. The diſeaſes induced by the ve- 
nereal poiſon, of which he gives in- 
ſtances, are pthiſis, aſthma, rheumatiſm, 

dropſy, head-ach, epilepſy, and mad- 
nels, 

Diſcaſes Tube sui to the lues venerea 
are not always occaſioned by the poiſon 
lurking in the ſyſtem; they are ſometimes. 
the effect of the means uſed to expel 


that poiſon. Medicines poſſeſſed of ſuch 


active powers as moſt preparations of 
mercury are, cannot be thrown into, the 
ſtomach in large doſes, for any conſider- 
able Ts of "OR without materially 

: affect- 
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exiſtence. of every animal, 2 
Mercury will occaſionally. bun the 
| fiomach and bowels, even when it is ad- 


miniſtered with the greateſt care and *. 


ciqus, where theſe are neglected. We 


may venture ta aſſert, that not one in a 
| hundred of thoſe who take mercury have 
it in their PAV'er to obſerve. a proper re- 
Simen. 


- AllaQire imat frequently applied 
to. the organs of digeſtion deſtroy their 


power; hence the wine-bibber, and ſtill 
more the dram-drinker, generally loſes 
his appetite, and falls the carly, viflm of 
indigeſtion. Few. ſtimulants are more 
active than, many of the preparations of 


mereury ; indeed, ſome. of them are ſo 
acrid as to be juſtly ranked among poi- 


ſons, Such edge-tools as theſe. can ſel- 
dom be long uſed with impunity. Lhaye 


' known few, people who had taken great 


quantities of mercury free from com- 
plaints of the ſtomach or bowels. * 
P 3 1 


affeQing that organ, ſo neceſſary r the 
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The lungs, as well as the ſtomach, are 
often hurt by means of mercury. The 
number of young men who die ev 
yearin London of conſumptions, brought 
on by the improper. uſe of mercury, is 
a ſufficient proof of the baneful effects 
of that mineral on the lungs. But it is 
not the direct effect of mercury on the 
lungs that does the miſchief; it is owing 
to the uncertainty of our climate, and to 
the neceſſity many patients are under of 
expoſing themſelves to all weathers, even 
When the body is fully hae goo ith 
mercury. | | 
The effects of mercury on the nervous 
ſyſtem are more direct; I have often 
ſeen paralytic affections brought on by 
the imprudent uſe of mercury, by which, 
even young men, have been rendered lame 
and miſerable for life. But the ſlow and 
leſs perceptible effects of mercury are 
more frequent and likewiſe more hurtful ; 
by them the beſt conftitution may be un- 
dermined, and the moſt robuſt man re- 
* to an abſolute invalid, ſhivering at 

a breeze, | 
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a breeze, and dragging out a wretched 


exiſtence under a load of nervous ma- 


ladies, for which medicine a no 
cure. | | 


To obviate the ill | effets of mercury 


on the ſtomach and bowels, it will be 
proper always to uſe the milder prepara- 
tions, where they will ſucceed, in pre- 
ference to the more acrid and ſtimulating. 
Where the more active preparations are 
found neceſſary, they ought to be aUmi- 
niſtered in ſmall doſes; and when they 


excite fever, or occaſion great pain in the 


firſt paſſages, they ſhould be diſcontinued 
for ſome time, and their uſe ewe * 
ter theſe affections are removed. 


Few things are better caleulated to 


prevent mercury from Hurting the ſto- 
mach and bowels, than the proper uſe of 


Peruvian bark: It may either be taken 


in ſubſtance, tincture, or infuſion, and 


ought to be alternated with the mercury 


in ſuch a manner, as to prevent that mi- 


neral from tearing thoſe tender and deli- 


eate Fg. to pieces. The way in which 
. P4 | I com- 
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I commonly give it, is in the doſe of two 
tea ·ſpoonfuls of the compound tinQture 
in a glaſs, of the Tunbridge or Pyrmont 


water, three or four times a day; or 
it az; be blen in common water or 
Wine. 2411 i 
For affections of the nerves occaſioned 
by mercury, we would recommend, be- 
ſides tonie medicines, the cold: bath, pro- 
vided there is no particular weakneſs: of 
the breaſt or bowels, to forbid its uſe. 
 Whenever,cold bathing. is recommended, 
it is always to be underſtood that we give 
be obtained. Indeed in all caſes of ner- 
vous debility, where the patient is able 
_ to, bear the ſhock, ſea bathing is the beſt 
medicine with which we are yet ac- 
quainted. | 
Though it muſt be W that 
mercury frequently hurts the conſtitu - 
tion, yet it is often blamed where it is 
not in fault. People who: have had oc- 
caſion to take mercury, are apt to impute 
all the aches and pains they feel after · 
| M . 4 
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Waxds, to this medicine lying in the body: 

J remember ſince the ſame prejudice 
prevailed with reſpect to bark, and be- 
lieve them both to be equally unfounded. 
Some, indeed, are weak enough to ima- 


and never leaves them while the patient 
lives. This opinion the late Mr. John 
Hunter has taken ſome pains to refute: 
He ſays, the mercury never enters the 

bones; and no man ever had more op- 
portunities of tiene that Wer 


gine-that the mercury lies in the hones, 


"That. mercury. maſt either kill or cure, 


is another vulgar error which does con- 
ſiderable miſchief. Men are afraid to 
take a medicine that may terminate their 
exiſtence, and chuſe rather to endure a 
lingering diſeaſe, than riſk a ſudden death. 
By this: groundleſs prejudice many have 
been deterred from taking mercury when 
u was the only medicine, that could be 
of any ſervice to them, This prejudice, 

however, dies «poco people now 


know 


of cintrar onmavations: 


know that mercury, when properly ad- 
miniſtered, is both" A ſafe and an effica- 
cious medicine. me.. 
Many ors Gry the powers of 
mercury while' they are making fortunes 
by uſing it. This is a ſhameful practice 
and 61 dangerous one; mereury 'thould 
never be concealed” from the patient. 
This conduct, Which even phyficiàns too 
often affect, has ſometimes' ſerious con- 
ſequenccs. I have kügwn it more chan 
once prove fatal. A medicine which; 
to be uſed with ſafety, requires a parti- 
cular regimen, ſhould never be concealed ; 
and the' Practitioner who does ſo, hat- 
ever his motives may be, muſt excuſe me 
for faying, wen Pong {ports with his * 
tient's life. DT. SIS: Das an? 
"Though ſome inconveniences Re 
tend the adminiftration of mercury, yet 
T know no medicine of equal value. 
It is uſeful in a great variety of diſ- 
orders beſides the lues venerea; and 
here every Tiro knows, that nothing can 


— 
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be done without it. From the infant 
of a week old to the veteran of four- 
ſcore, it may be given with ſafety and 
advantage ; nor do I conceive how any 
man, at this day, could practiſe phylic 
if he were deprived of its uſe. 
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or Aerknes OcenStONED BY 
1 | 0 THE VENEREAE DISEASE; &c. * 


HERE is no idea more depreſſing 
to the human mind than that of 
not being able to propagate the ſpecies. 
I have known men actually criminate a 
themſelves rather than lie under the im- 
putation of impotence, and {ome will 
even riſk the peace of their families to 
prove that the fault is not on their fide ; 
yet numbers hazard the loſs of virility 
for a moment's gratification, with an ob- 
ject whom they neither love nor eſteem, 
Were the moſt avowed libertine to 
contemplate the victims of illicit love, as 
they are often ſeen by the Faculty, he 
would ſtand appalled at the view, and 


" ſhrink from the tranſient enjoyment, 
| which 


* 


| the funckiofis of Hood,” 


or IMPOTENCE, ae 
whi c too | "often | entalls debiltty aud 


loathſome Aleafe On its votaties, and a= 


qualifies them for ever from exerciſſug 


* 1 
1 * ö 4 = 7 


That ithpotence may proceed from de- 
bility there can be little doubt, and that 


this is often induced by excels of venery, - 


few will be diſpoſed to deny ; but, as far 


as my obſervation goes, debility is more 


frequently the effect of another vice in- 
cident to youth, which, while it 18 leſs 
natural, proves more deſtructive in its 
conſequence than even exceſs of venery. 
Men ſeldom go far wrong while they fol- 
low nature, but every deviation from her 
we is pregnant with danger. ; 
That the generative powers may be in- 


jured by obſtinate gleets, or what is called 


ſeminal weakneſs, is highly probable; hut 


1 have known men Who, for more than 


twenty years, had Jaboured under this 
malady, yet had large families of ſeeming- 
ly healthy children. | This, | however, holds 


out no encouragement to others; what 


will not impatr the generative Faculties of 


one 


282 or IMPOTENCE, &e. 
one man may totally deſtroy. thoſe of 


another, and even tend to cut ſhort his 


life. -_ 


Not only the powers, but even the 
parts of generation, are frequently de- 
ſtroyed by the venereal diſeaſe. When 
this misfortune happens, they cannot be 
reſtored by medicine. In curing the ve- 
nereal diſorder mercury will do wonders, 
but it cannot reſtore a loſt part : Such loſs, 
indeed, . would ſeldom happen, if this 


medicine were properly applied in due_ 


time. 


In moſt of the caſes. that have come 
under my. eye, where the powers of pro- 
creation had been deſtroyed by diſeaſe, 
there had either been total negle& or 
very improper treatment. Some years 


ago a ſeafaring-man called on me, on his 


return from a long voyage, to aſk my 


opinion of his caſe. He had few ſymp- 


tomsef the venereal diſeaſe, and theſe were 


eaſily cured ; but his penis and ſcrotum 


formed only one maſs, and had coaleſced 
in ſuch a manner as to appear to me to 


| bo 1 . 4 1 . : 1 I 
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be inſeparable. . I adviſed; him to a 
Mr. Pott and ſome other able ſurgeons; 


which he did; and their opinion A: a. 


nothing could be done. 
The ſtory he told me Was, that — 


be; left England he had a running, for 


which he had taken ſome medicine, and 
had, carried as much out with him as 


was thought neceſlary for his cure. What 


uſe, he made of it I do not xnow; but 
underſtood that during his voyage to 
North America he encountered much 
hard weather, and was expoſed to great 
cold and fatigue; that on his return to 


Europe, he landed in Spain, where he 


was adviſed to apply to a ſurgeon for 
ſome obſtructions in the urinary paſ- 


ſages. This ſurgeon, inſtead of having re- 


courſe to the uſe of bougies and other 

mild methods for removing the obſtruc- 

"tion, laid open the urethra, and then, left 
the freſh, wound and ſcrotum. to + grow 
together. er | | 

I. he only comment 1 thall 9% upon 

this caſe i is, to point out the danger of 


1 „ | going 


going to ſea with the Weed un- 
cured. Had this gentleman Raid at home, 
or been ſo fortunate as to fall into {kilful 


| hands abroad, in all probability he would 
not have been deprived of his powers of 
| Procreation : What he did, however, is 


done every day, and, we have reaſon to 
fear, too often with fimilar confequences. 


' Surgeons are often too free with the 


knife; it ſhould never be uſed but in 
caſes of abſolute neceſſity, and then only 
by ſkilful hands. I have often heard of 


the penis being amputated, but never met 


with a caſe where this operation, or that 
mentioned above, was neceſſary. 
I ͤbave indeed known the penis very 


45 nearly deſtroyed by eroſion; but when 


the ſores were kept th oroughly clean, and 


the mercury thrown in in ſufficient quan- 


tities, the eroſion of the penis was ſtopped, 
and what remained, though ſometimes 
not above an inch, became perfectly ſound, 


and, for any thing I know, remained ſo 


during the patient's life. 


3 Inſtances 
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Inſtances of impotence oceur where 
the perſon never was afflicted with the 
venereal diſeaſe, and where it is very 
difficult to aſſign any cauſe for the decay 
of thoſe parts deſtined for the propagation 
of the ſpecies. The late Mr. John Hunter 
mentions ſeveral caſes where the teſticles 
had gradually waſted away, without any 
apparent cauſe. This generally began 
in one of the teſticles, and after that 
was deſtroyed, it ſeized the other, which 


melted away in the ſame manner, with= _ 


out affecting the health of the patient, or 
admitting of any relief from medicine. 
The fame author mentions the caſe of 
a very young gentleman, one of whoſe 
teſticles waſted entirely away after a 
Gonorrhæa, which was attended both 
with a ſwelled teſticle and bubo. This 
evidently proceeded from the * 
affection. | | 
The ingenious author mentioned hi, 
gives ſeveral examples of impotence from 
affections of the mind; and it mult be 


. acknow⸗- 
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acknowledged, that the mind has mach 


to do in this buſineſs. Fear, ſhame, 
anxiety, diſlike of the object, and many 
other affections of the mind, will take 
away the venereal appetite, and produce 


2 temporary impotence. I was once 


conſulted in a caſe of ſuppoſed impo- 
tence, by a healthy-looking gentleman, 
who, to fulfil the dying-requeſt of his 
brother, married. his widow. TI had fuf- 
ficient reaſon to believe that this gen- 
tleman's impotency, as he was pleaſed 
to call it, did not proceed from want of 
power, but want of love to the object. 
As the caſe was delicate, all I could do 
was to adviſe, him to perſiſt in his endea- 
yours to make the lady happy, and to 


aſſure him, that I had no doubt but time 


would accompliſh his wiſhes. - 
Impotence ariſing from natural defects, 


or the deſtruction of the parts by diſeaſe, 
ſeldom admits. of any aſſiſtance from me- 
dicine. When it proceeds from debility, 
occaſioned by exceſſive evacuations, the 


uſe 


uſe of tonics, as the Peruvian bark and 


ſteel are indicated, and they may be ad- 
miniſtered in various forms with advan- 
tage. The chalybeate waters, as thoſe 
of Tunbridge, Pyrmont, &c. will like- 
wiſe prove beneficial; but what we would 
chiefly recommend is the cold bath, 
eſpecially bathing in ſalt water. 

When the ſyſtem is exceſſively irrita- 
ble, and the conſtitution is waſted by in- 
voluntary emiſsions, during the night, I 
would recommend opium ; from half 


4 grain to a whole grain may be taken at 


bed time. If this has not the deſired 
effect, the doſe may be increaſed to a 
grain and a half, or two grains. Its uſe 
ought to be accompanied with tonics, 
and corroborating medicines. 

For the cure of unnatural pollutions, 
I always recommend matrimony. This, 
with regular living, and the uſe of the 
cold bath, ſeldom proves unſucceſsful. 
But when I recommend matrimony, I 


would adviſe every man to marry the 


Q2 woman, 
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woman he loves. When this is not the 

caſe, ſatiety and diſguſt will ſucceed, and 

the unhappyhufband, in the vigourof life, 

may, by miſtake, impute his want of 

ardour for the connubial enjoyments to 
- umpotency. Joh 


oy 
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I. Few — wichi dis > mend dish 


tendency to render the venereal diſeaſe leſs 
frequent than a ſtrictly moral education. - | 

II. It would be of great importance, not 
only in the prevention of this, but of many 
other diſeaſes, to impreis the young mind 
with a due ſenſe of the value of health. 
III. Though a good conſtitution ought to 
be the firſt object in the education of youth, 
it is . wn 
totally diſregarded; 1: 

IV. A young man ſhould be 1 that 
all his proſpects in life depend upon health, 


and that every view of happineſs vaniſhes 


with the loſs of this valuable treaſuree. 

V. The importance of cleanlineſs ought 
likewiſe to be ſtrongly impreſſed on the 
young mind. This, though not ranked 


among the 2 W 2 _ 


to them. | | 
VI. Nor b 1 attention wheat 
to ſobriety. Men are moſt apt to go aſtray, 
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„% A SUMMARY VIEW, ae. 
when leaſt able to conduct themſelves, ſo as 
to avoid danger... 


VII. A E diet, an open 4 
and the free uſe of diluting liquors, will 


often carry off a gonorrhea without the uſe 
of medicine. b Syed Blow aynid) E 
VIII. Where the Ae de en does not 
ſucceed; recourſe may be had to aſtringent 
injections, taking care, during their uſe, to 
keep down the inflammatory ſymptoms by 
cooling purges and diluting diet. 
IX. Obſtructions of the urinary paſſages 
are generally relieved by the uſe of bougees. 
If properly made, they may be applied by 
any perſon of common underſtanding. 
X. A buboe will generally be relieved by 
emollient eee 95 ee and 
bleeding with leeches. 
UI. A fwelled teſticle requires mica the 
ſame method of treatment, unleſs where the 
intention is to diſcuſs both, in which caſe re- 
pellents ought to be uſed. 80 © Awallil 
XII. A gleet uſually yields. to aſtringent 
5njections, tonic medicines, and the cold 
bath. When theſe do not ſucceed, recourſe 
muſt be had to ſtimulating injections, ſich as 
are recommended in the Appendix. 
reel 4 1 8 XIII. 
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XIII. A chordee requires diluents and the 
uſe of opium. 

XIV. Warts and excreſſences require the 
application of mild cauſtics and eſcarotics, as 
the powder of Savin, &c. Te 

XV. The pox is generally introduced by 
| mos of a chancre, which, if properly treat- 
ed, will ſeldom infe& the ſyſtem, 

XVI. The only method to preyent a chan- 
cre from communicating the poiſon to the 
ſyſtem, is the timely and proper uſe of mercury. 

XVII. Chancres ought never to be baſtily 


dried up, but rather kept open, till the poiſon 


is extinguiſhed by mercury. 
XVIII. The mouth ſhould be ds ſore 


with mercury, and kept ſo for ſome time; 


but it never ought to be given in ſuch quan- 
tities as to excite a violent ſaliyation. 


XIX. A chancre, concealed under the 


prepuce, is often productive of much miſ- 
chief. When it cannot be kept clean, it 
ought to be laid open. 

XX. A chancre, when laid open, will of- 


ten heal in a few days without the uſe of mer- + 


cury, though it would not Mes eme its 
ule, 


A XXI. | 
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XXI. The glans, if poſfible, ſhould be 
| uncovered every day, and the chancres 
waſhed A milk and water a little 
warm. 

XXII. 8 to cold, and dabsdper 
_ regimen, under a mecurial courſe, tend 
greatly to retard the cure, and oftes 12 
ger the patient's life. | 

XXIII. As the ſuppuration of buboes does 
not ſeem to accelerate the cure of the vene- 
teal diſeaſe, it is proper always to diſcuſs 
chem, when it can be done. 

XXIV. venereal ulcers and WT can- 
not be cured without mercury, which muſt 
be applied accordin g to the urgehcy of the 
ſymptoms. 

XXV. When venereal ſores grow worſe 
under the uſe of mercury *, it muſt be difcon- 
ET” ee BY) N tinued 


2 A 8 under my . the propriety 
of this rule in the strongest point of light. A young 
gentleman, in a provincial city, had been seventeen weeks 
under a course of mercury for chancres on the glans and 
prepuce. He was reduced so low that his life was de- 
_ gpatred of; and he was thought unable to bear a jour- 
ney to town. He was, however, brought up by short 


ages, and I was consulted. My advice was to leave off 
r the 
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tinued, zud the patent pt on cou of | 


bark and reſtorative diet. 


XXVI. When the venereal virus fatens on 


the bones, and- produces nodes, &e., it may 
ſtill be removed by perſiſting, for a ſufficient 
length of time, in the uſe of done * 
preparation of mereury. , 

XXVII. When the Rd Aſeaſe afſeQs 
the organs of ſenſe, as the eyes, ears, &c. 
it cannot be eee, the old of 
mercury. 


XXVIII. nen FEY are 0 with 


ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe upon them, 
they may be cured by the proper application 
of mercury, both to the infant and nurſe. 

XXIX. Diſeaſes which reſemble the lues 
venerea, as the ſivvins or ſibbins, &c., may 
be cured by mercury applied in the Mine 
manner as for the lues. | |, BUT 


Fl use * mercury, to wh a bon nic 4 thes come 


pound tincture of Peruvian bark four times a day, to 
drink daily a wine bottle of the Lisbon diet-drink, to 
take nourishing diet, and to drink a few glasses of gehe* 
rous wine every day. The consequence is, that in les 
than six weeks his appetite, health, and spirits are 
restored, and his sores, which have only been "on clean, 
are nearly all healed. de 


> XXX. 


: length of time without curing the hues, if it 
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XXX. Opium is of great ſervice in appeaf- 
ing many of the moſt urgent ſymptoms of 


lues venerea, as well as in making mercury 
Gt more eaſily on the ſtomac t. 

XXXI. When a nurſe gives the diſcaſe to 
an; infant, or the. infant 10 the nurſe, both 
may be cured by the me eee, of 
mercury. 7.40 n 

XXXII. Herten a to * 1 
ought to be very eiteumſpect with regard 
to their ſituation, otherwiſe they may tranſ- 
mit this baneful diſeaſe to their progeny. 

XXXIII. Women labouring under the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe, are very liable to have abor- 
tions, to prevent which a is the proper 
medicine. 

XXXIV. In W 5 affected 
with the ſcurvy, mercury ought to be admi- 
niſtered with the greateſt caution. Where 
that is not attended to, ſome very untoward 


82 may enſue. 22's 


XXXV. In ſcrofulous habits the lues 
always proves obſtinate, and requires more 
mercury than in eee free from ha 


taint... ; 
XXXVI. meu may de given «fie any 


@ +. - 
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is not given in ſuch a way as thoroughly to 
impregnate the ſyſtem. 


XXXVII. Complaints ſucceeding to the 


venereal diſeaſe are not always owing to that 
malady, but to the means uſed to expell it. 
XXX VIII. That mercury lies in the bones, 


is denied by Mr. John Hunter, and is, I be- 


lieve, a vulgar error. 
XXXIX. That mercury bub the ſto- 


mach and bowels, when improperly uſed, is, 


I am afraid, often too true. 
XL. When impotency is the effect of 
the lues venerea, it is generally owing, either 


to the ignorance of the praQtitioner, or the 


irregularity of the patient. 
XLI. The greateſt circumſpection is ne- 


ceſſary in the choice of a wet · nurſe _ and 


near, great towns. 


XLII. There is reaſon to believe tüdt com- 
plaints of the womb, which pals for eee, 


are often venereal. 


XLIII. A woman may have her health ru- 
ined by giving ſuck to an infant born of dif- 


ſipated parents. 


XLIV. The ſibbens, as — as the lues, 


may be communicated to the fœtus. 


Ls 
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APPENDIX. 


HE Afferent forms and preparations of 

medicine, referred to in the 
Pages, are here brought together, — as _ 
appear in a narrower point of vi 


others, not mentioned, are alſo added, _— . 


the patient may have an opportunity of ſe- 
lecting ſuch as he thinks beſt ſuited to his 
caſe. How: preſcriptions, inſerted in the body 


either that they may appear at more length, 


or be inſerted under the reſpective heads to 


which they belong, as Injections, Decoc- 
tions, &c. 

Phyſicians ſtill perſiſting in the padde of 
writing their preſcriptions in Latin, affords a 
ſtrong proof of the difficulty with which old 
cuſtoms are left off, Thoſe who write books 
in plain Engliſh, ſtill give their preſcriptions 
in an unknown tongue; as if a ſcrap of Latin 
could operate like a taliſman, or have; the 
power of a charm. This conduct + not only 
ridiculous, it is dangerous. ons 
employed in making up medical prion 
are, generally ſpeaking, very id 
ignorant. By this I do not mean to 


any reflection on apothecaries. I fee no _ 
on 


of the book, are again brought forward here, 


_— APPENDIX. 


ſon why an apothecary may not be as learned 
a man as 2 phyſician ; but I know this, that 
a man may go to his ſhop a hundred times 
before he finds him there. The apothecary 
generally acts as a phyſician, and leaves the 
ſhop to the care of his boy. 

Did patients know who - compoſe the 
draughts they ſwallow, they would take 
them with fear and trembling. I ſeldom 
gie a medicine without ſeeing it made up, 
and never to a venereal patient; becauſe I 
know that here the cure · depends ſolely on 
the quality of the medicine, and not on the 
patient's imagination. Were phyſicians in 
general to follow this plan, their art would 
prove more beneficial to mankind, The 
doctor would not be the tool of the apothe - 

nor the patient the dupe of both. 

While the apothecary can recommend the 
phyſician, the infamous trade of cramming 

atients with drugs will be carried on, to 
the-diſgrace of ene * ag deſtruction 
of mankind, 0 
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"EL Take * vitriolated zinc, 0 ovale 
N called White vitriol, half a dram: Difſolve 


it BARR of Water. Jog 00 tore! 1 | 
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2 
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In the early ſtage of 2 gonortheraz we 
kijow of no better injection than this. If | 
uſed ſufficiently often, not leſs than five or 
ſix times a day, it will generally remove the 
diſeaſe very ſpeedily. It is not, however, ſo 
proper, in the more advanced periods of the 
complaint. A flight degree of pain ought 
to follow its uſe; but if it produces much, 
it ſhould be diluted with water. Five or fix 
drops of Goulard's extract, added to-a tea- 
cupful of this ſolution, renders it more ſeda- 
tive, and conſequently a better medicine, 


where there 1s. great irritation, or the pars 
are inflamed. 


II. Take ſugar of lead, half a dram: 
Diſſolve in half a pint of water. 

III. Take extract of lead, thirty drops: : 
Mix with half a pint of water. 

When there is great pain and irritation, it 
is ſometimes neceſſary to uſe opiate injections. 
IV. Diffolve a dram of purified opium in 
half a pint of water: Or, add to the fame 
quantity of water, half an ounce of the 
tincture of opium. | 

When the diſcharge! appears to de conti- 

nued from relaxation, or flaceidity of the 
veſſels, the mung injection _ be found 
_ uſeful: 

v. Take balſam of capivi, half Wn Giinics + 
Rub with the yolk of an egg, and, uy as 
grees, add half a pint of roſe water. 

A ſtimulant injection, for diſcharges of 
long continuance, and gleets': 


VI. 


c 
1 
„ 
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VI. Take muriated mercury, c commonly 
called corroſive ſublimate, one grain: Dil- 


ſolve in half a pint of roſe water. 
The powers of this medicine may be 


1 or diminiſhed, by leſſening or in- 


creaſing the quantity of water in which it is 
diflolved. But the above proportion is as 
ſtrong as moſt patients are able to bear. 

VII Take of acetated copper, or verde- 
greaſe, two drams: Diſſolve i in volatile alkali, 
one ounce. . 

This is an excellent form of injection ; z 
but ſome care is requiſite in the application of 
it. From twelve to twenty drops may be put 
into half a pint of water. 

Where internal aſtringents are required, 
the following will be found uſeful: _ 

VIII. Tin&ure of Catechu, or compound 


tincture of the Peruvian bark: Of either of 


theſe, a tea-{poonful may be taken in a glaſs 
of wine, three or four. times a day. Should 
the patient prefer pills, 1 know of none better 
than thoſe made of equal parts of prepared 


won, and extract of bark, with a ſufficient 


quantity of oil of carrui. One may be taken 
three or four times a day. 

When it is neceſſary to keep the body open 
and cool, which is always the caſe in a 


virulent gonorrhea, eſpecially during the uſe 


of injections, I would recommend the elec- 
tuary mentioned. in the Domeſtic Medicine. 


But what I chiefly uſe now, with that inten- 
tion, is the following powder : 


m. 


*. 
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IN. Take powdered gum arabic, and 
cream of tartar, each an ounce, and a half; 
jalap, in powder, two drams: Mix them, 
and give a tea - ſpoonful in any liquid, as often 
as is found neceſſary to keep the body gently 
Gee gr $0340 eb STE STE T1 
| " When the pain and irritation in paſſing 
water 1s. very. great, the patient will find re- 
lief from drinking : plentifully of linſeed tea; 
It may be infuſed with liquorice" root, and 
drank: a little ram. 1G 
A very common and troubleſome mptom 0 | 
of the gonorrhœa, is a chordee. This the 1 F 
following pill commonly relieves,” probably 8 
by taking off the general tendency to ſpaſth': 
X. Take powdered opium, one grain; 
powdered antimony, four grains; erumbs of 
bread, as much as will make them inte a 
pill: To be taken at bed- time. 825 + 2 ot ity 
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MEDICINES UsED IN THE "CURE Or 
HE LU ES VENEREALY 7 
f CIT! 4.341} pa FUL. 1 "ey 

Bd Mercury, the only ſpecitic * hitherto df- 
covered' for the” cure 


of this diſeake, is ad-. 
We every 2 that the lieh Feueren has . 


deen cured. by me vines that did not contain a single 
grain of mercury. There is reuson, hopeven to suspect 
that these cures are, like those of the bite of a mad dog, ' 
only performed where the infection had never been com- 
municated. Among the wedicines puffed off, at pre- 
sent, for curing the lues venerea; is Velbo's Vegetable 
0 Syrup : I have seen sufficient proofs of the inefficacy of 


this medicine, to be able to declare, that it will not cure 
the lues venetca, WOT | 


901 "mo miniſtered 
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"iniſteres- both externallyc and internally. 
The former, which is by far the ſafeſt ane 
the beſt, Muhen it can be adminiſtered with 
eonveniency, conſiſts: in the application of 
| the ſpecific in form of ointment to ſome part 
i of the ſurface of the body; or in form of 
vapour, to the whole of it at once. For in- 
- ternal uſe variety of preparations have been 
| deviſed, of which ſome of the moſt e 

8 ſhall be here iuſerted. / 15311 i 50 
f XI. Of the ſtrong mercurial ointment, 
2 from half x dram to a dram, may be rubbed 
1 every evening on the inner ſide of the leg or 
thigh, for half an hour, or till it s abſorbed. 
The frictions mutt be continued till the mouth 
becomes; ſore, mid even for ſome time after 
che ſymploms af the difordey have difap- 
= - _ peared.;n The part into which the mercury 
1 is rubbed, ſhould! be waſhed' with ſoap and 
3 water, and carefully dried, each time, before 

the friction is commenced, 

XII. Where elegance is an object, an oint- 
ment without colour may be made, by rub- 
bing two drams af the White regipitate, or 

„ _ of catomet, with,an ounce, of f ho $ lard, and 
= - ofing it as the former. 

| „When men, is taken internally, it is 
vyſually givem in form of pill. The beſt way 
ſeems to be; to take the whole quantity, for 
the day, at bed time; it than paſſes along 
with the food, and ſeems to diſtutb the bowels 
leſs than when eee times e 


echt 


* 
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The common mercurial pill of both the 
London and Edinburgh diſpenſatories ate 
made of 'the crude mercury, or quickſilver, 
comtninuted or rubbed up with various in- 
gredients, as conſerve of | roſes, & c. and 
given from three to four or five ordinary ſiaed 
pills in the courſe: of the day. Some prac- 
_ titioners prefer theſe pills to every other pre- 
paration of mercury z/ but what I more fre- 
quently uſe, are pills made of one or other 
of the following preparations of mercury, and 
corrected with opium as circumſtances may. 
require. 5188 I +11 $5 
XIII. Take of calomel, properly prepared, 
one dram; conſerve of hips, or roſes, a ſuf- 
ficient quantity: Make into forty. pills. Two 
or three may be taken at bed- time. Should 
they gripe, ten grains of opium may be added 
to the maſs when W 2taildct) ee 
XIV. Take of mild muriated mercury, 
one dram; aromatie confection, or confec- 
tion of opium, a ſufficient» quantity to form 
a maſs of proper confiſtence for pills: To 
be divided as above, and taken in the ſame 
manner. There is not any preparation of 
mercury, that I have tried, ſeems to poſſeſs 
more active antivenereal powers, or to dil- 
turb the conſtitution leſs than this. 2% 
XV. Take of calcined mercury, half a 
dram ; powdered opium, ten grains; extract 
of liquorice, a ſufficient quantity: Divide 
into twenty-four pills. Take one at bed- time. 
Few conſtitutions will bear more than two. 
(12738 R-2 This 
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This was the favourite preparation of the late 


celebrated John Hunter. 


The following compoſition, dich is well i 
kiown by the name of Plummer's Pill, is 
reckoned peculiarly uſeful in 'venereal affec- 
tions of the ſkin, as well as cutaneous com- 
plaints ariſing from other cauſess. | 

XVI. Take of calomel, and the golden 
ſulphur of antimony, each one dram; extract 
of liquorice, enough to form a maſs for pills: 
Divide into--forty-eight- pills, Two may be 
taken at night, and one next morning, in- 
creaſing the doſe according to circumſtances. 

When the more active preparations of 
mercury are deemed neceſſary, the corroſive 


fublimate r be uſed in the ang 


manner: 
XVII. Take of 3 3 or cor- 
roſive ſublimate, ten grains: Diſſolve in a 
pint of proof ſpirits: Of this ſolution, two or 
three table · ſpoonfuls may be taken daily. It 
ought never to be given on an empty ſtomach. 
4 adminiſter the ſublimate in form of 
bn 3 but as it is apt to hurt the bowels, 
when taken in this yr. I Nee give it in 
folution. 79! 

As decoctions of various kits have 
been ſuppoſed to aſſiſt in the cure of lues 
venerea, or, at leaſt, to prevent the mercury 
from hurting the ttomach-und bowels, ſome 
of the moſt ng — are ſubjoined: 

XVIII. Take of ſarſaparilla, bruiſed, three 
Hy infuſe vy * in three pints of 
water, 


* 
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water, for twelve hours; then gently - boil. 
away to about one half: A little fliced- 
liquorice-· root may be added, ; Jun before the 
boiling 1 is finiſhed, + 

This ſimple — — to act chiefly 
by affording a mild nouriſhment. Even in 


that point of view it is of great uſe during 


a mercurial courſe. The whole quantity here 
mentioned may be uſed in the courſe of a 
day, and it ſhould be prepared treſh daily. 

The decoCtion. of 5er ge may be made 
as follows: 

XIX. Take of guaiacum raſpings; 2 
ounces; ſhavings of ſaſſafras, four ounces: 
Boil in fix quarts of water to four, adding, 
towards the end, an ounce of ſliced liquorice: 
root. 

Two pints of this decodtion may be uſed. 
daily, By ſome, guaiacum is ſuppoſed to 
aſkiſt greatly in the cure of lues venerea. 
The ſuperior effects of mercury, however, 
have, in a great meaſure, cauſed it to be laid 
aside. In ſome peculiar conſtitutions, indeed, 
it ſeems to aſſiſt the powers of mercury. 

The decoction of M&ZEreon TY be made 
as follows: UN 8 

XX. Take bark * mezereon-root,: one 
ounce: Boil it in three quarts of water to 
two, adding, towards the end, a Kas 
liquorice. 5 | 

This is a warm ſtimulating che of 
which from a pint to 2 rt may be taken 


1 143% . A526 G2 » ot 


— 2 4 


wo 1 * - 
„ — — — 


216 APPENDIX: | 


For making the Liſbon diet drink there 
are many forms; the moſt nnn! is as 
under: | A 

XXI. Take of e 114} e An 
White and red faunders, each inte 
Ounces; 6 

 Liquorice, ang} mezereon-root, of cach 


| half an ounce ; 


Wood of e , and ſaflafras each one 
we wird; [12.3 1 | 

Crude antimony * two ounces: l 

Mix and infuſe the whole in four quarts of 
boiling witer, for twenty-four hours; then 
boil” to Half the quantity, and ſtrain- — 
thie, from half a Pint 10 4 quert may be 


| uſed daily. 


When the . is much affected, aud 
very painful, from à violent ſallostion; 2 
Fong waſh may be uſed with advants 

XXII. Take of borax, one outice * il. 
folve” it in à pint of boiling water, a add 
two ounces of honey. : 

The motith may be frequently waſhed with 
this a little warn. 

T's temove thoſe warts which ſoinedihes 
remain after gonorrhœa, 1 have generally 
found ohe of the following facceeds --- 
XXIII. Take of cortoſivde ſublimate, and 
rude fal armonfac, each half an ounce 7 
Diſſolve 1 in four Ounces of Water. | - 


Fi he. antimony b 49, be made 3 into what i is . 
a N dule, or tied in a bag, otherwise the decoction will 


Mf a disagrecable colour, and look dirty. — 
* The 
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"The warts to. be W touched _ 
M175: | nl 
XXIV. Take _- derek: Auris f 1065 
ef red precipitate, and corroſive. ſubli- 
mate, of each one dram 2 
Au little of this powder may be. applied 
frequently to the warts. | 
Toodreſs venereal ſores, ſome of the! bi. 
loving may be uſed: ” | 
XXV. Take of 1 iN tees 


nest, * nn to 1 Mix 


-XXV1. Take, at baflicon cinema: . 
ouners; poydered verdigreaſe, one <a +4 2 
Mix them. 

XXVII. Ointment of muriated 1 n 
commonly called unguentum citrinum, mixed 
with three or four times its weight of hog's 
lard, generally anſwers this Pe very 
well. © FEE: <C 


an | — — ́ — 
OF PR EVENTIVES. 


1 has been already obſerved, that the 
ſafeſt preventive, and the moſt to be de- 
pended on, is a. ſolution of ſoap properly 
uled. 

Spirits are preferred by ſome, and all kinds 


of ſpirits anſwer equally well. 


The following. forms have been thought | 
uſeful as preventive lotions : 
XXVIII. Take of corroſive ſublimate, one 


dram: Mix gradually, by rubbing in a mor- 
tar, 
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tar; with two pints of freſh-made lime water. 


Let it ſubſide, and pour off the clear liquor 
for uſe. E it in a bottle carefully 


ſtopped. - er e 


XXIX. Freſh- ae Tie water 
XXI. A few: drops of cauſtic alkali, or 
* lies, mixed with common water. 

This ſhould always be applied to the 
tongue before it is uſed, to determine its 
ſtrength, which is known by its removing 
the moiſture, without occaſioning pain. This 
form is the moſt convenient, as à quantity, 
ſufficient to ſerve for à conſiderable time, 
eee 


ſionally. f 
0 . 1 * - a. 
Wann. bajo 10, Yom Wir on 6k 
= ry 
bo * Py 
71 4 & #4 % % * iin \ : fry L388 } 
4 | * — . 
£3 10 43 f * [437 45 l 10 — T3 48 
: — 421 0 eins V1 58101 291 L 
" 'S * ö » 
bs 4 " 
N 6 «19 
* — - EET ID — - 
+ S ui e r 
* 5 — 1 * : : * y 1 : 4 'S F 
l 5 1s 
7 488 3 4 Woof N | id T! 
£037 ---26033 +339) {1 ins $9; TELL 


3 $0 93. 0 bn Ge fot! 
Vid cnc uy 'i 1 zi h Haba 


bow 
„ * „ . * 1 1 oy 1 12 
4 
= - 
14 4 4 
, * Ti . N. 15 Ht . « 1801 50 
* 5 4 « 5 + & 
Þ FRE 5 17 188 W 14 1 1 ef : | "_ 1 
& — . 1 1 N 1 
, ee. 2 Fo . al 
\ 41 $30) 9411439 #4 , : fr: il 
280 if! 17 rr? e) It 802 te, if : : 4 x 
” 7 7 1 F : Fo a7 * 1 1 
LY + 1 $ 1 + # Tt 4 "SS $y "S& ik 1+ 
? — * * 
N * 
0 


J $a 


